RELIGIOUS AND LITERARY JOURNAL.

POETRY,

[, —t

CHARACTER OF CHRIST.

Behuid, where, 1n a mortal form,
Appoars each grace divine :
The virtucs, all in JESUS met,
With mildest radiance shine.

The noblest love of human kind
Inapir'd his holy breast,

In deeds of mercy, words of peace,
His kindness was exprest.

To spread the rays of heavenly light,
To give the mourner joy,

To preach glad tiding« to the poer,
Was his divine cmploy.

Lowly, in heart, by all his fnends,
A friend and screant found ;

He wash'd thair feet. he wip'd their tears,
And heal'd cach bleeding wound.

*Midst keen reproach, and cruel scomn,
Patient, and meck he stood :

His foes, ungrateful, sought his hife .
He laboured fur their good.

Ia the last hours of decp distress,
Before s Father's throne,

\With soul resign’d, he bow'd and said,
¢ Thy will, not minc, be done!

Be Christ my pattern and my guide’
His image may I bear!

O may I tread his sacred steps,
And bis bright glories share!

R Y. I T
EXTRACT FROM TIIE PLEASURES OF HOPE.

At summer eve, svhen heaven's acrial bow
Spaans with bright arch the ghttenng bills below,
Why to yon mountan turns the musing oye,
Whose sun-bright summits mingle with the sky?
\Why do those cliffs of shadowy tint appear
More sweet than all the landscape smiling near '—
'Tis distance leads enchantment to the vicw,
And robes the mountain in its azure hue.
Thus, with delight we linger to survey
The promis'd joys of life's unmeasured way ,
Thus, from afar, each dim.discovered scens
Mors pleasing seems than all the rest hath been;
And every form that fancy can repair
From dark oblivion, grows divineiy there.
What potent spirit guides the raptur’d eye
To pierce the shades of .um futurity ?
Can Wisdom lend, with all her heavenly power.
The pledge of Joy's auticipated hour?
Ab, no! She darkly sees the fate of mnan,
Her dim horizon bounded to a span;
Or, if she hold an image to the view,-
'Tis Nature pictur'd too scverely true.
With thee, sweet Hope! resides the heavenly Light,
That pours remotest rapture on the sight:
Thane is the charm of life's bewilder'd way,
That calls each slumbering passion into play.
Wak'd by thy touch, I see the sister band,
On tiptoc watching, start at thy command,
And fly where'er thy mandate bids them steer,
To Pleasure’s path, or Glory's bright career.
Auspicious Hope! in thy sweet garden grow
Wreaths for each toil, a charm for every wae.
Won by their sweets in Nature’s languid hour,
The way-worn pilgrim seeks thy summer bower;
There, as the wild bee murmurs on the wing,
‘What peaceful dreams thy handmaid spirits bring?
What viewless forms the /Eolian organ play,
And aweep the furrow’d lines of anxious thought away!
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VARIETY.

ON THE EMPLOYMENTS OF LIFE.

Wiy is it that almost all employ ments are so un-
satisfactory, end that when voe hath passed a cay
of common life in tho best way ono can, it scoms,
~~on reflection, to be so mere a blank?  Aad what
is thé conclusion to be drawn from so mortifying an
observation? Certainly not any conclusion in favor
of idlencss; for employment, as such, is a very
vajuable thing : lotus have dono ever so littlo, yet
if we have dooo our best, wo have the merit
of having been employed, and this moral merit
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is tho only thing of impoitance in human life.

To cumplain o%tho insignificancy of our omploy-
ment, is but anothor nam: for rupining at that
Pravidenco, which has appointed to each of us our
station * let us but fill that well to the utmost of our
power, and whatever it bo, wo shall find it to have
duties and advantages cnough.

But whence, then, is thus constant dissatisfaction
of tho human mind , this restlesnoss, this perpotual
aim ¢ something higher than, iu the proseut siate,
it ever can attain ! 5\'hunco. but from ats colestial
birth, its immortal nature, framed for the noblest
pursuits and attainments, and. in duo time, to be
restored to all this dignity  of heing, if it does but
behavo properly in its present humihation 1

Be that as it will, there is something painful in
this strong sonsc of worthlessness and meanness,
that must mahe people of leisuro and redlection pass
many an uncasy hour; perhaps, thero is nothing
better fitted 1o wean us fron: hte, butin doing that,
it by no mouns ought to hinder us from mdustry and
contentment.  Iivery station, cvery profession,
overy trade, has its proper sot of employments, of
which it is an indispensable duty for every porson
to inform himnsellf with care, and to exceute wity
patienco, persoverance, and dibgence. Ihs rule
of duty ho‘ds frem the emporor to the artisan 3 for
though tho employments ave different, the duty that
euforces them is the same in all.  Man is born to
labor: it is tho condiion of his bewg; and the
greatest cannot exempt hunself from it, withous o
crime.

If we consider weli, we shall find, that all em-
ployments ig this transient scene, come pretty much
to tho same nothingness.—~'The labors of those who
were busy and bustling on this globe five or six hun-
drod yeurs ago—what now remains of them but
the merit to the porsous themsolves, of hav-
ing been well employed! How many valuable
books, the employmont, and the “oery one, of
whole lives, have perished long ago with the very
name of their authors! The stiongest monuments
of human art and industry, obelisks, temples, py-
ramids, are mouldered into dust, and the brittle
monuments of female diligeace in pio-crust are not
moro totally lostvo the world. ‘To found en em-
piro was enough to gain a sort of immortality ; yet
tho empires themselves have proved mortal.*

There are certainly somo employments of a noble
und a happy kind, but in no degree answerable to
our ideas; for the best wo cau do is most poor,
whother we would improve ourselves, or do good
to our fellow-creatures, in comparison of the capa-
city of our mind in its original state, which resem-
bles one vast Roman amphitheatre, that ounce con-
tained myriads of happy people withiu its ample
round : dofaced and ruined, it can row scarcely
afford sheiter from the sudden storwn, to a tew silly
shepherds.
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FRATERNAL LOVE,

Tt has beewn an antiquated saying, that brothersand
sisters hardly ever agree.  Ibelieve there 1s too much
truth in the assertion. Exceptions, however, have
been found, and brethern have dwelt together in
unity. Where this takes place, it forms a pleasing
scenc; a scene peculiarly gratifying to the parents,
every way beneficial to the children themselves, and
productive of good to wmankind at large. Learn ye,
who are united by the ties of nature to promote
mutual harmony and fraternal affection, that ye may
thus resemble those celestial beings who live, and
shall live, in endless union and unspeakable felicity
in the world above.

As one of the water-bearers at the fountain of the
Fauxbourgs St. Germisin, in Paris, was at his usual
labours, in August 1766, hewastakcnaway by agentle.
man in a splerdid coach, who proved tobe his own
brother, and who, at the nge ofthree years, hadbeen
carried to India, wherehe made aconsiderable fostune.
On hisreturn to France, he had made inquiry respect-
ing his family ; and hearing that ke had only one bro-
ther alive, and that he was in the humble condition
of . - ater-bearr, he sought him out, embraced hun
with great affection, and broughs him to his house,
where he gave him bills for upwards of a thousand
crowns per snnum,

hd Empires die.  Whero now

The Roman? Greek1 They stolk an empty name!
Yet fow regard them in this usefud light;
Though half cur learning is their epitaph.

Young's Night Thoughts, 1.

The father of that eminent Inwyer, Mr. Scrgeant
Glanvill, had a good «state, which he intended to
settic on his cldest son ; but he proving a vicious

oung man, and there being no hopes of his recovery,
‘ylc devolved it upon the sergeant, who was his second
son, Upon the father’s death, the eldest, finding
that what he had considered before as the mere
threatenings of un angry old man were now but too
certnin, became melancholy; whieh, by degrees,
wrought in him so great a change, that what his futher
coulfnut prevad 1n while hie hived was now cffected
by the seveiity of hislast will.  His brother, obscrv-
ing this, invited him, together with many of hisfriends,
to a feast ; where, after other dishes had been served
up, he ordered one which was covered to be set
before his brother, and disiced him to un-overit:
upon his doing which, the company, no less than
mwsel, were suprised to find it full of writiugs ; and
still more when the sergeant told themn, “that he
was now doing what he was sure his futher would
have done, had he lived to sce the happy change
whick now they saw in his brother; and therefore gc
freely restored to him the whole estate.”

e @@ Qoese

A meck unassuming spirit blunts the sharp edgo of
enmity, allays nnimosity, creates affectivn, and constitutes
tho cement of fricudship.  Archbishop Ualier was ealled,
“The most rich magazino of solid learning, and of all anti-
quity”  Yet his deportment shewed the sinphicsty and
gentleness of his mind.  He entered into discourse with the
poorest Christinns, and cn many points of experience pud
great regard to their judgment. His conversation was
spiritunl even with the learncd; and ho would say to his
intimate friend, Dr. Preston, when they had conversed

familiarly together, * Come Doctor, one word of Chnst
before we part.”
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Collect for the Sundcy afler Ascension-Day.

O Gov, the King of glory, who hust exalted thine
only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph unto thy
kingdom in heaven; We bescech thee leave us not
comfortless; but send to us thine Holy Ghost to
comfort us, and exalt us unto the same place
whither our Saviour Christ is gone before; who
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost,

one God, world without end. Amen.
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MARRIED,

At Annapolis, on Monday the 18th instant, by .he Rav, Dr.
MiLtipe R, Ricuand Sivonns, Esquire, of St. John, N. B.
to Mrs. MARGanyT Nxwroy, daughter ofthe a0 THoNAS
Warker, Esquire, of tho former place.

DIED,

Yesterday morning, Saran, wife of Joshua Hughson,
aged 35 years.  Funeral to take place to-morrow (Sunday)
afternoon, immediately after Divine Service.

At Kingston, (N. B)) on the 8th instant, Mr. Jonatiax
LEewis, formerly of Stamford, (Connecticut): aged 34 years.
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