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SIMPLE STATEMENT OF POPERY AS
1T IS~NOT AS IT'IS S8AID TO BE,
BY A LATE PROTEITANT,

I am impelled to write the following
remarks from the observations which 1
have so often heard made by my Protestaut
relatives and acquaintances, and the mo.
tives by which I am aciuated (and that of
cicculating a frue state of the case) has
becn further augmented by tho passing
remarks 1 have frequently heard ‘com the
groups twho, attracted probably by thg
+ concourse of sweetsounds,’ are geners
tlly stationed at our chapei doors,

1 havo been mysell a Peovestant—that is,
1 was, like hundreds, nay thousands of
others, brought up in the established
chuech of England, merely because our

fathers were.  Full welt I Znotw, therefore,;be“’ the said reverence (even ‘""“’“‘ed‘

the erconecus ideas, the preposterous opin-
jons which every Protestant entertains of
his Catholic brethrens and it is tov throw
1 true Yight onthese unjust and ungenerous
prejudices that X thus venture to compose
this humble tcibute of sincerity. Ob'!
let the readers peruseit in the same frame
of mind in which it is written—in the spirit
if gontlenesa aad of pureCliristiun charity.
There s nothing existing in the wide
world that is so utterly misunderstood, so
glaringly wisrepreseated, or so manifestly
serverded as she rites and doctrines of our
holy church. These is no created being
+ho is so little understood, 1 had almost
waid so wilfully slandered, as the Pa.
piste 5 opprobrium and misrepresenta~
sion are covpled with his very name,
aud children of the established church
are (I know by the experience of my
sen education) teught from their very
wfancy to look ona ¢ Reman Cathio.
ke” as on some poisonous weed. And
why s0? Nor from what they ARE~but
from the mistatement ot what they are
xor. Even the very word ¢ Protestant™
is, as a gencral term, a mistaken ono ; for
how can any one protest against that of
which they are brought up in utter igno-
rance? I was always taught that Catlio-
lics worshipped the blessed Virging 1
know now that they do not.  If praying to
ber is idolatry, then hasevery churchman
been mote or less an idalater, not to the
Blessed Virgin queen of saints, but to fcl-
low mortals on carik, for every one has
prayed to some higher power in the church
10 obtain for him honors, preferment, or
a good benefice.  Andif the word worskip,
be idolatry (though $kat is a word we do!
w4 use in any address but to our God),
then is every Protestant husband an idols
ater, fat he says to his bride, in the matri-
monial ceremony, ** with my body [ thee
worship.”  Yet aic we called idolaters,
ad scarcely is there a vice, a deformily
that js not laid st the door of our pure
ves pure and God-protected church. We
are charged with worshipping, not mercly
saints, but the very pictures of saints, and
our priesthood, our bright examples, our
tohie-minded priesthoud, aie loaded with
tvery contumely, accused of selling per~
nitgions tosin, of ministering absolutions
for ¢ Glthy lucre,” of condemning their
own preciows souls to sonth the sonls of

glaring to repeat. Oh ! who that calmly
reflects can forone moment yield credence
to aught o utterly improbable, and of a
community too,professing, word for word,
tho same apostolic creed ?

In gentleness and christian charity let
me thus venture then a fow remarks. |

scek not to draw any from the path they
have been taught is the right one; I seek
only to remove the weeds which prejudice,
and falsehood have strewed upon ours. The
glorious sun still hovers brightly o'er it;
the weeds may flourish for atime, but the
flowers, though shadowed, ate flowers, fair
flowers still.  And first of idolatry.

The reverence which every Catholic
pays to the altar is auributed either 10 the
worship of the crucifix placed thereon,
or to the painting suspended overit; at the

to the really existing cause, viz, 10 lhc‘
consecrated elements of bread and wine)
still bears the charge of idolatry, bucause
nine persons out of ten, nat being aware
that only as consecrated specics are they |
thus reverenced, imagine that we worship '

+our exactly being conscivus at what pas-

to us.”

observances and traditions, but she doc-
trine of transubstantiation could nvt be
one of them. In a late controversial dis
cussion 4t Dublin between a Catholic
priest and a Protestant divine, the latter,
when challenged to specify when and at
what time such ianovation found its way
into the church, replied ¢¢ that it grew by
imperceptible degrees, just as a man's
hair imperceptibly grows grey, without

ticular period tho change begun.”

Yes ! the hair may grow grey by de.
grees, but hiero the argument of the tev.
opponent refutes itself ; because, -even
though admitted that some trifling abuses
muy have crept inwo some of the obsers
vances of the church, still, never could
such a doctrine have been introduced by
degrees.  Would not every man, woman,
and child bhave thrown back with horror
the daring blasphemy in the teeth of the
very popc himself 2 Would not every
Christian parent exclaim: ¢ Teach not
this to our childien, for it was rot 1aughy
And how indeed could aught so

Yet they possess ono quality. a quality
in unison with every other 1ecpreseniatioa
from the pencil of the artist—they remind
us of those they pourtray, and every good
Catholic will, when thus reminded, no?
worship the representation, but try and
imiitate virtues 8o exaled, as 10 render the
original thus worthy to be represented.—
Aud here let me appeal to the heart of
avery fellow being. Oh! lives there om,
who has not enshrined in tender memory
some dear depa-ted onc now mouldering
in the grave ! Some

4 e Hallow'd form that’s ne'er torgey,
] L * L L ] * * *

“ That, lingering, haunts the greencst spot

*$ On mem'ry’s waste."”
A parent, a child, a loved and tender tie.
And oh! if a portrait exists of these lost
trcasured ones—nay,.if but a faded fower
they once have touched breuk suddenly on
our sight, is it not prized 2 is it not loved,
and kissed, and wept over 7 You call not
thatidulatry 5 why, then, is our wolue for
the crucifix (prized only as the symbol of
our mutual redemption) why is that so
called ?

brend and wine, leaving the Creator for  marvellous and improbable ever be recon.
the creature, and in a word are really ciled as even possible,. unless by the sup-
that which, in such u case we shuuld be, position so admirably suggested by tllx)e
~rank idolatets. But are we o ? In: learned Dr. Bailey,® viz., ** that on some
the name of the whole body of the holy ! one particular night all the Christians 1
Catholic church Ianswer, No#  We puy the world went to sleep sound Protestants, | {F0Us in our in'voking the prayers of x
reverence to the altar because on that hal- | and woke in the morning rank Papisis.” | Wigher congregation—the congregation of
lowed spot is celebrated the august sacri~i We reverence the altar for the sake of SIS in heaven instcad of that of sinners
fico of the mass, being that pure offering | that which sanciifiesit. We worship one| 0 earth? Their pragers (whatever Pro-
which the ProphetMalachi foretold should: God, and hiw only do weserve, We re-, fostants moy, and Tkaow do say 10 the
be offered among the Gentiles in every verence too the crucifix itis true, and fop, CONIary) is all we sk ;and let (%eclmm-
place—the real and indisputable body ' the snme reason we value a picturo deli- jers still declaim, and slanderers still :"‘“'
and blood of Christ ; for such we belisse! neating either our Blessed Saviour or one der, yet will I contnue to say, ¢ Holy
it, as we reverence it, and every genu- of the holy saints ; but can any one rta?Iy,Ma’."" pray for me.”” Aught elss laid
fluction, every passing homage, every act! suppose us so utterly devoid of common 't our chargeisunerly false.
of adoration, whether outwardly ot in the | sense, nay, of Christianity itself, asto wor-‘, 'l‘hc. church teaches that *it s pr.oﬁ(u;
heart, all, all have but this onc only ob.: SWip them?  What! worship wood and  ble to invoke the prayers of the saints,
) ) . lbrass? Adore oil, paints, and paper 1— and therofore we do so. The same
ject,—our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Yet 50 are we supposed to do. One of church teaches that “* it iz damnabie to
He hossaid * This 15 my dody™ Welmy piotesiant acquaintances ot this very ' give them any but *that inferior and re-
believe our God, and we * fall down and‘ moment believes that every priest, on lifi- lative honor whick s due to them as the
adore.”’ ling up his eyes in prayer, is payiog home faithful screants and special friends of
The Protestant Catechism teaches that| age to the picture over the altar ; nay, I God,” and tkerefore we do it xor ;3 and
“the body and blood of Christ arc verily | did but feed a poor tortoise, the lintle pet’ify by some mistaken thought well meaniag
and wndeed taken and reccived by U"-“plaything of my children, when I heard it individuals, this doctrine, this blamelees
faithful in the Lotd’s Supper? Why alleged that I was praying to it—that I be. . doctrine, has been thoughtlessly and ignc-
then areaign us for practice as well as pre-{ lieved it could help my :alvation 1 This norantly nbuscd, thal is no more the fauit
cept?  Why sow discord on our path bes{is so ridiculous that, were it not weil of the church than would the abuse of a
cause e rerform that which we profess ¥ known as having been said (yes, and ' phy sician’s prescripuon impugn the physi
Be it too ever remembered 1hat shis was a thought 100) in the neighborhood where I,¢ian's skill. OQur fundamental doctrines

How frequent is it in the Protestant
church 10 hear the congregation enjoined
410 pray” for some ubsent person ** dan-
gerously ill.”>  What isthere more idola-

doctrine never doubted till the sixteenth
century (the very syllable sass in the,

bearing witness to their derivation) ;

murdeter, an adulierer, and a thicf, it had
been undoubted still, and once substantiat-
ed, his docirine  of docirines, this corser
stone of our happy privileges (a doctrint|
hallawed #nd interwoven in the holiest.
fibres of every Catholic breast), the altar §
claims, nay, commands, sot only the hom-
age of every kace, hut of every heart, !
know that 10 this topic an objection is ads,
vanced, and which, as a poor weak we-
man,I am no theologist to combat; but my
own plain comnion sense tellsme that a.

could never have been made byman: could,

never havo crept into the church.
ken but well meaning individuals may

others, and many other aburditics t00

U reside,’one would indeed scarcely supposo
words Christ-masDay, Michacl-mas Day| :u pussible that prejudice could extendd 1o.
i andiyer 5o it is. Nothing, liowever, implor.
had not our first apostate king been “table, seems-too glaring for the poor Pax;any little errors or mistaken abuses  the
| pist 10 be-charged with.  But still, in the:
name of every Caihulic, I protest our in-
nocence, )
any creatire whasoever the homngv,‘u'e loity mountain Prow would pause to
which isdue to God ; and a proof of ip!glance back at zut hills on his-vay 2 UVhe
Y cannot betier be given than by an extract, cucifix, or the picture, or the image on
! from our Catechism—a trite but. comprc-;
hensive work, placed in the hands of evory jthan zro the Lion and the Unicorn aver
ohild as soon as 1t can fisp its inx'ant;““’ communion table ia Me Protesant

prayers,

ght so preposterous. and ungenerous.—

caniot be wrong,. for they rest with fAe
church ; and these once sanciified by that
infallible authority, how trivial as ¢ threads
of gossamer™ must appear in oar eyes

srites of matter*’ which our separated
breshren so largely stigmatise as idolatry

We hold it damnable to give to

Q. May we not pravto.relics or ima.;

doctrine sublime, soulwmspiring like this, 8¢ ¥

* A. No, by no means, for tiey lmvu’

Migia-~ 10 life orseuse to help us.”

have extended and abused some original A convert—the eon of the Bishop of Banger. |

and apostacy. Ol ! who that hath climed

our aliars are no more objectt ! worship

chuiches. We look on the crucifr with
ho'y tenilerness who could do otlrerwiss?)
—but that wo more comprises idolatry
than doexshe bended kuee of the courticr
o His, sovereign or the salute of a milli-
tagy- ofiicer ta tho colors of his regiment,

{Tobe continuea] o



