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For example, we will not be discussing Canadian medicare, or

unemployment insurance, or bilingualism, or the Canada Council or

the CBC or other instruments which define the distinctive nature

of Canada . And, for their part the Americans will not be

discussing'Nicaragua, strategic defence, right-to-work-laws, or

the Stars and Stripes . We won't be trading Mike Duffy for Dan

Rather, nor are Arctic sovereigntyfor a research contract .

This will be a commercial negotiation betweeri two distinct and

sovereign countries, whose intelligent cooperation can create

more jobs, more growth and more security on both sides of the

49th parallel . The economic advantages are undeniable, but we

all know that modern nations are more that economic . Ou r

challenge is to strengthen simultaneously our sovereignty and our

economy .

I treat with the greatest seriousness the concerns about

Canada's obvious cultural integrity - our ability to maintain our

cultural industries and institutions and control them ourselves .

They enable Canada to be distinctive ; they cannot be comprised ;

they will not be bargained away . What is at issued, precisely,

is sovereignty - our control of our future and our nature .


