By Agronomist

This Department Is for the use of our farm readers who want the advice
of an expert on any question regarding 6oil, seed, crops, ete. If your question
Is of gufficlent general Interest, It will be answered through this column.
stamped and addressed envelope I8 encicscd with your letter, a complete
Address Agronc

&nswer will be mailed to you.
Co., Ltd., 73 Adelaide St. W. Toronto.

Get the Binder in Shape.
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All
should be replaced. In fact, it will
pay any farmer to keep an assortment
of bolts, nuts and cotter pins on hand
such emergenc may arise
in the operation of the binder

farm machinery
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can be made quickly. A strip of

leather put on the inside of the
wvas will make the stick hold much
better. The canvas straps should be
gone over to see that all are in good
shape and fastened firmly. Many op-
erators make the mistake of drawing
the straps too tight, as the cmn'nsos;
should be run as loose as possible and
not slip. A little powdered resin scat-
tered inside the canvas will do away
with the necessity of pulling up the
sivaps =o tight, which not only cuts
life of the canvas but rcquircs‘
more power to operate.

The flap to a canvas should be long
enough to cover up completely the op~
ening. It is long enough to do this
vhen new, but the majority of operat-|

s, instead of tying it down, let it

p around and it soon whips off. If|
his has happened, a new piece should

1 inside the old flap, or, better
be tacked under it at the first
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Straw wrapping round the roller it-
self is nearly always due to lack of
a proper flap to the canvas, but is
made worse if the grain is allowed to
go up too much endwise, which also
makes it difficult to make.a neat bun-
dle. Some help towards keeping the
heads back can be secured by setting
the outside or grain-wheel end of reel
ahead of the other end. It often
necessary, however, to have a flat
strip of which fastens at the
grain-wheel end and lies over the
platform canvas in such a way as to
old back the heads sufficiently, a few
s made with a prick-punch or
nail from the lower side chould make
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is because the wear has allow-
chain to stretch, so that
pitch is not correct. This can often be
remedied by setting each link on end
and striking it lightly with a hammer
s0 as to shorten it enough to make up
for the wear. Closing down the hooks
will do practically no good

Chains should be put on that
each link has its hook end pointing in
the direction of motion and with the
ypen side of the hook out. Running in
the other way will increase the trouble
from wear very much.

Probably no ordinary farm imple-
nent suffers more from poor oiling
than the binder. Part of this fault is
to the construction and location
of oil holes. They have no provision
for holding oil or keeping out dust,
and many of them are put in such in-

> places that the farmer is

to be pitied than censured for
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need a tion
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mal nount of oil at freq t inter-
als, rather than a spoonful tv a
lay The oil which goes on the out-
side of the bearing does no good i
only helps in catching the dirt. There
any places on the binder, fast-
moving places with little provision for
holding oil, which should be oiled every
half-mile round.
Al oil holes should be carefully
cleaned of dirt so that the oil has

free access to the bearing.
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Successful dairymen are nearly
always good judges of dairy stock.
Training in judging %.'.u[n: enables one,
first, to make few mistakes in buying
stock; second, to get better prices for
animals he has to sell; and, third, to
breed more skilfully, thus building up
a profitable herd in the shortest pos-
sible time.

Judging receives such prominence
at shows and fairs that the casual
observer sometimes carries away the
idea that it is a field“for experts rath-

handles dairy cattle is
studying the art of

everyone who
benefitted by
judging cattle.
While actual performance is of
course the most convincing evidence
of the worth of an animal, the exter-
nal Indications of quality which are
apparent to the judge of even moder-
ate experience will go a long way
toward preventing mistakes. Such in-
dications are frequently the only
means of estimating the worth of
calves, bulls, dry cows, and all stock
in which accusate milk records and,
pedigrees are lacking.
b7 Dl

To take grease out of leather, ap-
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Shade and protection from the ghare!
and heat of the sun mean better and
more cheaply matured pullets, more
summer eggs from the laying fowl. i

Plenty of shade should be provided,
especially for growing chicks, in order|
that they may thrive and prosper dur-|
ing warm weather. Shelter furnished|
by plants or trees is much cooler than|
that afforded by buildings or other,
artificial means. Chicks allowed to
range in orchards will not only find
ample shade and green food, but will
benefit the trees as well as themselves
by destroying insects and worms.|
Corn or sunflowers will help to pro-!
vide the necessary shade, or nrtiﬁcial’
protection may be obtair by sup-|
porting frames covered with Larlap|
or branches of trees a few feet above,
the ground.

Beware of feeding too much scratch
feed! The chicks get in the habit of
eating too much of this and not,
enough mash, so that when winter
comes and they need a larger propor-
tion of mash to kelp in their egg pro-
duction  they are not very willing to
it |

No more scratch feed than the
chicks will clean up in about ten min-
utes should be fed early in the morn-!
ing, and in the evening they should
be served out just enough to clean up |
in twenty minutes. Provide large out-
door feed hoppers in the ranges where
they will be handy for the birds. They
will need plenty of these to prevent

crowding

—_——————

CHoos© |

Pigs fed on good forage crops will
make many times as much profit as
those fed in dry lots.

The accredited gain in pork to an
acre of forage varies, depending upon
the crop, the age of the hog, and am-
ount of grain fed. An acre of sweet
clover, with corn at $1.50 and hogs
at $15 a hundred, netted $42.07; rape,
S alfalf 90; and a combina-
tion oats, peas, and rape, $64.60.

Of all forage crops, alfalfa is the
great permanent crop, while rape is'
the emergency crop, and green rye the

early The ideal
crop should show adaptability

climate, pérmanency, pal

ility e cost of planting,
ood pasture at any time during
growing Alfalfa, clover,
rape have most of these qualities
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| fed corn or kafir with silage and al-

| They shou

Lambs make cheaper gains when

falfa than on corn and alfalfa alone.
Three rations are desirable for feed-
ing lambs: First, corn, alfalfa, silage,
and cottonseed meal; second, kafir, al-
falfa, silage, and cottonseed meal;
and third, corn or kafir, alfalfa, and
cottonseed meal.

Lambs fed corn, alfalfa and cotton-
seed meal will make slightly greater
but not quite so cheap gains as those
fed kafir, silage, alfalfa, and cotton-
seed meal.

Whole grain should be fed to lambs
because it will hot gum as readily as
ground grain. A tenth of a pound a
day is plenty to feed at first, but this
should be increased gradually. Within
two or three weeks, when the lambs
are on full feed, two or three pounds
of grain should be fed.

It isn't wise to crowd or push, the
lambs, because if they once get off
feed they lose rapidly in flesh. Al-

ways feed plenty of alfalfa or some
other kind of hay along with silage.k
A quarter of a pound of' cottonseed|
meal a day is enough. Cheap feed,|
such as damaged hay, can be fed w‘,
lambs with good results. From sixty |
to eighty days is the common length/
of the feeding period. “

The most desirable weight for fin-|
ished lambs is between 80 and 85|
pounds. arter of a pound gain a
day is wing for lambs,
full eder lambs should|
weigh 0 and 55 pounds.
a slrong frame, be
rugged, show lots of ¢ ation, and
be uniform » and conformation.
They should have size and substance
enough to carry plenty of flesh and
fat. Lambs of this kind can be bought
through any trustworthy commission
firm. {
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PARCEL-POST

MARKETING

By CHAS. E. RICHARDSON

V\LY'
of
i One em
kee 1 herd of pure-bred cattle in a
distnict far from Creamery
prices did not satisfy him, and he had
of selling his whole milk. So
seived the idea of a farm mail

siness in certified butter. He learn-
ed how to make certified butter of a
high quality. From numerous manu-
facturers of paper and wooden ship-
ping boxes he obtained samples and
quotations, finally choosing a light
wooden box of two-pounds capacity,
manufactured in his vicinity. One
dollar for two pounds appeared to
him not unreasonable charge, and
that was ‘the price he mentioned in
his advertisements.

These
the cla
newspaj

> two bus , per
have

marketing.

fr who
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iends
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cities

a

advertisements

ers. They were short, si
notices, but they were businesslike
and to the point. When the adver-!
sments had been running a month
{ a half, my friend wrote: “Results
r are only partially satisfac-
but I believe a successful busi-
be develoy if I give suffi-
nd 1 effort to it

can
time
to

cient
I mean
He

nothing on his parcel-post
r the first six

all the time he was mak-
At the end of that time
ent customers.
number ¢ increased. He

took pains to sell extra good butter. |
Week after week it was of uniform|
quality ually he discontinued
advertisir ogether, because he was
getting more orders than he could fill.
He is a successful*parcel-post farm-
, and he would not think Ofi

g in any othep way. |

The other man, city-born, as a|
yvoung man managed butter and egg|
stores! Consequently, he knows a
good deal about retail market condi-|
tions and prices. On the farm he pro-|
duces butter, eggs, and dressed poul-|
try for parcel-post selling. A spring|
i

|

m
months, but
ing headway

1 several

specialty which he makes much of is
maple sugar and syrup.

The syrup from the home orchard|
this spring, besides much ke bought|
of neighbors, he sold for $1.75 a gal-|
lon delivered; for sugar in 10-lb. pails!
he got $2. To local stores at this time!

! other farmers were selling their syrup |

for $1 to $1.25 a gallon. Within the!
first two zones ‘his mail-order farmer
shipped by parcel post, in other zones!

| by express."His syrup sales last year

exceeded 200 gallons. |

Yesterday I had a letter from him. |
“The parcel post can be made to do
great wonders,” he wrote, “Can be

on the head
soon the
ying people realize they are sure
of getting their goods, and getting
good goods, their orders come thick
and fast.” This man knows much
more about marketing than the aver-
age farmer, and he considers the par-
cel post indispensable,

There is no object in trying to=build
up a parcel-post business unless ‘you
have good stuff to sell. Without first-
you will not get repeat
orders, and without repeat orders you
cannot sell goods by mail at a profit.

Quality is one essential. Another is
perseverance. The early days of a
parcel-post business are the discour-
aging days. Remember you are build-
ing up a business for a lifetime, and
it will pay to byild well.

For the farmer who looks for quick
results, the Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas holidays furnish an opportunity.
The right sort of an advertisement
easily sells turkeys, chickens, and
ducks at t time: Don’t try to fill
your advertisement with lo(» many
fancy words. In the early days of
mail-marketing city people liked the
sound of such wordggas “sweet,” ex-
' “delicious.” Like sugar, such

re all right in small quantity,
y people are sick of them now;

many
ement say
goods and more
about the price ar s me-
thods. By parcel 3 an sell a
given grade profitably far below the
retail price, or at the retail price you
can sell superlative goods. Make the'
consumer understand these things.!
You will sell goods by mmail if you'
nake your appeal not only. to his|

palate but to his pocketbook.
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be answered through these columns;

It not, it will be answered personally if stamped, addressed envelops Is en-

closed.
Addrees Dr. John B. Huber, M.D., care
8t. West, Toronto

Sunstroke and Heatstroke.

It is very important to make the
distinction. The heat stroke, the heat
exhaustion sufferer is prostrated, in
collapse; his skin is cool or cold and
clammy; his muscles are relaxed; his
pulse is slow and thready. His tem-
perature is below the normal; and a
couple of degrees below the normal
(98.8) are much more serious than a
couple of degrees above. Heat stroke
is the result of prolonged labor at'
high temperatures, as among stokers;
not necessarily in the sun or in the
summer time. The condition may
come on at night in closely confined,
hot rooms. Such a patient has got to|
be stimulate¢d with half-teaspoonful |
doses of aromatic spirits of ammonia|
in water, until the doctor comes. A
warm bath with hot water bottles to
his feet. But no ice.

Sunstroke or thermic fever, on the
other hand, comes about generally
through exposure directly to the sun's
rays during hot spells. Alcoholics
beer drinkers and the like—are here
easy marks. In severe cases the vic-!
tim falls unconscious and may die at
once, or after a few hours of coma,
with snoring, deep labored breathing.
Or, if conscious, the sufferer may
speak of colored or indistinct wision
and headache; there will be sudden
arrest of perspiration, the skin dry
and hot. The patient will all of a|
sudden become dizzy and nauseated
and he will vomit; then he will be-
come unconscious and his face will
flush, his pupils dilating, and he will
manifest muscular spasms. He is now
like to have convulsions, a quick and|

Dr. Huber wliil not prescribe for individual cases or make dlagnosis.

of Wilson Publishing Co., 73 Adelaide

bounding pulse and a féver like to
burst the thermometer (110 or more
degrees).

Put such a patiegt in as cool a place
as you can hn/r until the doctor
comes. Sprinkle him with ice water
or rub him with ice or sponge his hot
skin with ice water, especially his
head and neck. If the doctor wants
to bloodlet don't interfere with him;
he knows his business. People who
have had one stroke do very badly
indeed should they have another;
especially must they cut out alcohol.

Questions and Answers.

I would like to know what a spinal
douche is, as my little girl is a mental
case and it may help her

Answer—The cold spinal douche is
of the greatest tonic effect in nervous
fatigue and in cases of neura i
generally. It is a powerful p
as we!ll as mental stimulus. In
taria it is ejected by means of various
nozzles in the form of a strong stream
up and down the backi{bf the patient
for a few ‘seconds only and at a dis
tance of 10 feet. Patients with a good
reaction do not need any special
paration; but weak had
better for a preliminary take a warm
bath. At first the

pre-
a Terer
should not
be very cold; later it may gradually
be lowered to 50 degrees, F. It should
be taken if possible In
one's home where on have
elaborate contrivances the water may
be sprinkled from a hose onto the pa
tient standing in a bathtub or from
the sprinkling attachment to
ordinary bathtub.
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Save the Best Seed.

When saving garden seed it pays
to select the seed from the best plants.
Frequently the best vegetables are
used and a few cull specimens are
allowed to go to sced because they are
so poor that they are unfit for use.
Then the from these inferior
specimens are saved and tried the next
year The grower often finds that
the results are poor and then believes
nothing by to
grown
that

seeds

that is gained ving
seed
produces
should the
the garden
free from

use home
The plant
for next year’

best. Sz

the seed

crop be
we the plants in

rous and

seases or msect T
1 to go to seed and the re-
vear will be apt to be v
ter than from the s
market
left over th
ored in labeled en-
use next year. Many
nk that commercial seeds-
men replenish all of their seed supply
every yeéar and never send out seeds
that are more than one year old. They,
reason that they are purchasing ab-|
solutely fresh seed if they buy of the
seedsman and think that their own
seed is probably inferior if over a year
old. Many seedsmen raise a large
amount of seed during a year when :t'
is particularly favorable for thel
growth of a certain plant and then!
have enough to last over if crop fail-|
ures occur. Certain seeds retain their |
vitality for several years and the per |
cerit. of germination will be very good |
if they are properly stored. A spool
cabinet makes a nice case to store;
envelopes and packages of seeds. It
should then be placed in a dry room |
where there will be little danger of
inroads from mice. We save old
coffee cans and frequently use them
for storing garden seeds. A one-pound
tin coffee can will hold quite a lot of
garden seed and it will be safe from
rats and mice. The seed will also be
protected from dampness and it will
not become mixed with other varieties,
as sometimes happens when ea
broken j bags or envelopes
crammed full of seed
The farmer who
and saves seed from the best will find
an added interest in vegetable garden-
ing which will make the work more
profitable. Raising good garden truck
is much like raising good live stock
Only the best should be allowed to in-
crease. Undoubtedly there are many
points concerning seed growing and
plant breeding which the average
farmer must leave to the seedsman,
but under present conditions every
farmer can reduce his expenses by
trying to save seed from some of his
best plant
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Take the “Hop”

Grasshoppers.

Into a bushel of screened sawdust
thoroughly mix, by sifting, a pound
of poison, Paris green, white arsenic,
or crude arsenious oxide. In a gallon
of water dissolve three-fourths of a|
pound of s=alt and add one-half of a
cup of molasses. Slowly pour this
into the poisoned sawdust while the
mixture is being stirred. Then add
enough water to make a good stiff
“mash.”

This ' poisoned bait can safely be;
taken in the hands and spread broad-
cast. It should not be left in piles|
around the field, but should be well
scattered. A bushel of this poison!
ought to cover about three acres of
ground. A !
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The trade-mark should carry a
finite message. One enterprising wo-
man has a h of
dajnty little girl carrying a basket
overflowing with eggs. This trade-
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business cards, ¢ her shipping con
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rWhat it Profits a Man
To Fertilize His Crop

E

At Rothamsted gland, fer
tilizers increased

wheat (61 year

The unfertilized v t
ttrick Ont
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fertilized yvield 54.7
per acre Fertilized wheat
yielded more than four times the
unfertilized.
Not total acreage but yleld per
acre is what counts.
Fertilizers on winte
vide readily avalls
which strengthens
withstand winter
it strong in the spring, and makes
it go “over the top” with a sub-
stantially increased vield per acre
over unfertilized wheat
Wheat Fertilization 4s
Good Crop Insurance.
Booklet on Wheat
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Improvement Bureau
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The Department of Agriculture
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and domestic needs.”
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over to operate motors for mg
the needs of power on the farm
Electricity on the farm is as help-
to the farmer's wife to the
farmer. It may be so utilized to
relieve her of much drudgery.
The first thing for a farmer
brook at hand to consider is hov
power he requires—-the
trical power being the “watt.”
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Having figured out the
power he reeds, the next t}
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partment at Ottawa
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There are several important insects

which do severe damage to strawberry
greatly reduce the crop
every year. In Bulletin No. 92 “The
Strawberry and Its Cultivation in
Canada,” prepared by W. T. Macoun,
Dominion Horticulturist of the Do-
minion Experimental Farm, and ob-
tainable from the Publications Branch,
I)epar\moyﬂ of Agriculture, Ottawa,
information on these insects is given,
along with methods for their control.
Common . strawberry diseases and
remedial measures as well as general
instructions for the gardener who is
interested in growing this fruit are
| also included in this bulletin.. Oc-
casionally the yield of fruit is severely
reduced by the strawberry weevil
| This is a small dark snout beetle
which cuts off the blossom buds.
| Early varieties of strawberries appear
most subject to serious Injury,
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