
ARTICLE I.

Convention between His Britannic Majesty and the 
United States of America. Signed at London, Oc- 
tober 20, 1818.

TTIS Majesty The King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
— Ireland, and the United States of America, desirous to cement the good 
understanding which happily subsists between them, have, for that purpose, 
named their respective Plenipotentiaries, that is to say : His Majesty, on His 
part, has appointed the Right Honourable Frederick John Robinson, Trea
surer of His Majesty’s Navy, and President of the Committee of Privy Coun
cil for Trade and Plantations ; and Henry Goulburn Esquire, one of His 
Majesty’s Under Secretaries of State :—And the President of the United States 
has appointed Albert Gallatin, their Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Ple
nipotentiary to the. Court of France ; and Richard Rush, their Envoy Extra
ordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of His Britannic Ma
jesty : Who, after having exchanged their respective full powers, found to be 
in due and proper form, have agreed to and concluded the following 
Articles :

Whereas differences have arisen respecting the liberty claimed by the 
United States, for the Inhabitants thereof, to take, dry, and cure Fish, on 
certain coasts, bays, harbours, and creeks, of His Britannic Majesty’s do
minions in America, it is agreed between the High Contracting Parties, that 
the Inhabitants of the said United States shall have, for ever, in common with 
the subjects of His Britannic Majesty, the liberty to take Fish of every kind, on 
that part of the southern coast of Newfoundland, which extends from Cape Ray 
to the Rameau Islands, on the western and northern coast of Newfoundland, 
from the said Cape Ray to the Quirpon Islands, on the shores of the Magdalen 
Islands, and also on the coasts, bays, harbours, and creeks, from Mount Joly, 
on the southern coast of Labrador, to and through the Streights of Belleisle, 
and thence northwardly indefinitely along the coast, without prejudice, how
ever, to any of the exclusive Rights of the Hudson’s Bay Company. And 
that the American fishermen shall also have liberty, for ever, to dry and cure. 
Fish in any of the unsettled bays, harbours and creeks, of the southern part 
of the coast of Newfoundland hereabove described, and of the coast of Labra
dor ; but so soon as the same, or any portion thereof, shall be settled, it shall not 
be lawful for the said fishermen to dry or cure Fish at such portion so settled, 
without previous agreement for such purpose, with the inhabitants, proprietors, 
or possessors of the ground. And the United States hereby renounce for ever, 
any liberty heretofore enjoyed or claimed by the inhabitants thereof, to take, 
dry, or cure Fish, on or within three marine miles of any of the coasts, bays,

177


