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WESTERN NATURAL RESOURCES

A conference between the Western
premiers and the powers at Ottawa is
to be haki today to consider the trans-
far of the natural resources of the
Wast to the provinces. This question
is onme which is not so simple as it
would appear, as the Western Prov-
inces not only want their natural re-
sources, but the retemtion of the sub-
sidies which were originally granted
in lieu of the resources. The Eastern
Provinces, and particularly the three
Maritime Provinces, object to the
handing over of these resources un
less they are indemnified or given bet-
ter financial terms. Sir Robert Bor-
der several years ago called a confer-
wence of all the provinces in order to
reach an agreement, but the repre-
sentatives of the Maritime Provinces
objected so stremuously to the West
err proposals unless corresponding
compansation was given them, a
ccurse to which the Western prov
inces were equally opposed, that no
progress was made.

In 1905, when the Provinces of Sas
katchewan and Alberta were created,
the Conservative party wged that the
resources should be turned over to
them. However, the Liberal party in
Ottawa sup ted by the I ad-
favored
Thes Liberal
insistent upon
ring their resources, have
themselves to blame for the situation
in which they find themselves.

beral

ministration in the provin
an

annual subsidy.

now

1ents, S0

only

There is no reason why the Western
provinces should not have control of
their timber, minerals, etc., the same
as the ern provinces have. Hon.
My N is a Western man who'
under n needs and has
Western sym . and he can be
depended upon eat the West fair-

ly and generously, if the Western gov-
eruments are prepared to be reason-
able in their demands. But no settle.
ment can be satisfactory to the Mari-
time that not give
them compensation for the concession

Previnces does

to the Western provinces of thelr
natural resources. There are more
unlikely things, however, than that

which is now in evidence
ern provinces concerning
these resources is intended by the
Liberal premiers of the three provin-
c¢es involved to make a political griev-
ance which may be used to stir up
feeling against the Dominion Govern
ment in the West |
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A SADLY WARPED JUDGMENT

The young man from Boston who |

recently refused to accept a hﬂqu«\»t‘?
cf $1.000.000 on the ground that it
doesn’t belong to him, and that any
81 8 that p 1its or makes it pos-|
8Db r on to get or hold a!
ciidion dolls ile women and|
children are l: food and men are |

employment to keep them

secking |
ve must be wrong, may be|

sel

thou to be in a class by himself. He |
is not quite alone however. Occas-
ionally we hear of others in whose

minds there are kinks of some sort. A

few years 4 a young man fell heir
tc a able property in Edin-
burgh, and included in it was a most
valuable cellar of wines, many of them
of priceiess vintage. As he was an

ardent prohibitionist, he ordered them
ail destroyed, despite the pleadings of

scme of the doctors from the Heriot
Hospital, just opposite, that he send
some of tha wines over for the benefit
of the patients, to many of whom it
would be saving !htn!;
lives. He flatly refus and said * t|

|

wculd be better that they should die, |
rather than have to drink intoxicating|
liguor to sa h ” The yot
Bostonian appe to have bheen equal-
17 narrow in his views. If he did not

wsat (o uze the money to his own per-
sonral ¢ rage, he might at least
have heoiped rers who through no
femit of their own, need assistance.
But the pos of so much wealth

would have disturbed his peace of
mind and troubled his conscience, and
he could not or would not see that
what he did not want, might be made |
of great benefit to others.

THE END OF PONZIL

Charles Ponzi, the Boston wizdrd
0! “frenzied finance” who startled so
great a nation as the United States
the--magpitude wand all-embrac-
\‘hg naturejof his operations, has fin
#ily been sénténced to jail with a pros

" pect of further prosecutions after he
released. His was a merry dan:e
While it lasted. He served as the
Piper while thousands danced and
- showered him with wealth. The dance
over. The dancers are in mourning
their losses, and the piper is
l. The fate of both piper and danc-
jd be an effective warming
st simitar demcing parties in the
§ of “easy” finance in the futuve,
will it? There have been other
ledsons. They bave been soon

i

| in Westminster Abbey, as a tribute to
the
| E

[m mark the resting place of every

tiat “the losers who supplied the mil-
Hons of dollars for this merry dance
may be divided into’ two classes.
ail of them are entitled to sympathy.
Among them were the people who sus-
pected that the dance would ultimate
Iy end in disaster, but who hoped to
retire from it with their winnings be-
fore the crash came. It is imposs-
ible to sympathize with these people.
I* is diffcult to sympathize with other
ms who, because of education and
environment, should have been led to
question the apparent character of the
dauce and thus to discover its real
nature. There are, however, a very
large number of people who are en-
titled to real sympathy. They are
the victims who were not by training
and by their eircumstances in life, in
a position to differentiate the souni
from the unsound when it came to op-
portunities for the investment of their
savings. They are people of the kind
who, through no fault of their own
bzve furnished the victims in many
another get-rich-quick scheme. To
sufeguard such people in the future
requires not only the passage and en-

investment.”
As to Ponzi himself, if the dance
an interesting spectacle, it

may
'

|as an individual. There
wken he had in his poss:
fcrtune in cash and negotiable secur

were times

easy. But he remained at his post
did business as usual until the
end came. Whatever may have been
the idea that prompted him in the be
ginning of an undertaking in the pry-
secution of which people were de
frouded by his use of the United States
| mails, it will be a matter for specula
tion whether, as the scheme grew, he

cess into a belief that the torrent of

| money coming in would, for an inde-

ficite length of time, continue to ex-
ceed in volume the flood of money go-
ing out.

———

FOR CANADIAN GRAVES

In a short time a boatload of maple
aua elm saplings is to leave Canada
for Belgium. In answer to the ques-
t'‘on which naturally rises to the mind,
Why for Belgium? the Government
gives answer: To decorate the graves
oI our boys who fell for Canada!

The burial of the “unknown warrior”

men of the fighting forces of the
who fell in the Great War,
made tremendous appeal. The Empire
rcund thrills to the act.

Hard upon the touching ceremony
comes the announcement that Canada
has decided to pay special remem-
brance to those of her men who fell in

¢ battle, whose mortal remains still
rest in “Flanders Fields.”

The form of the memorial
touching and a fitting one . . . a tree
fracm Canada! Either a mapie or an
elm, grown on the soil of Canada, is

ipire

is a

Canadian who fell in the great cause.
Rupert Brook sounded the hidden
thought {n the heart of every English-

man who faced death in the battle
wken he sang:
“If I should die. think only this of

me:

there's some corner of a for-
eimm field

8 forever Eerghnd”

An ideal thought, #t well may he
conjectured, illumined the heart of
every Canadian who lies “over there,”
and, in token of our recognition of his
homing thought, we send a tree from
Canada; a tree to be placed where it
will spread tender shade over the rlch
earth that conceals a “richer dust;”
a tree to stand sentinel, a tree tha:
will say to all who pass by: I came
from his land and my land, to watch
and guard this corner of a foreign field
that is forever” . . . Canada,

R L e

Mr. Crerar wants Canada to be a
link between John Bull and Uncle
Sam. In 1911 Canada refused to he
an adjunct of the United States, and
a: Sir Robert Borden afterwards stat-
ed. she is mot am adjunct even of
Britain. And Mr. Crerar is mistakea
if he supposes that Canada will adopt
bis policy and make a mere hyphen of
herself. The destruction of the coun-
try’s protection policy on which he is
bent would do the business, but, after
ail, Mr. Crerar does not hold Canada’s
fate in the hollow of his hand.

——— i e

Mr. Crerar now promises not to
be so summary in his method of abol-
irhing tariff protection as he formerly
threatened to be. Instead of destroy-
lug protection at a stroke he comforts
hic intended viotims, the wage-earners
of Canada, by assurisig them that he
will proceed by stages to sweep the
National Policy away, This is very
like the clemency of the Far Hastern
despot who intervened to save the con

That

Tha

ABODLY ..,vs+4. New York
Depot ++«New York
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Not

 forcement of suitable laws governing |
bo said that the piper was of interet|

ion a great|

ties, and when escape would have been !

was not hypnotized by its very suc-|

ol the province and of the municipal-
ity. The Minister of Labor, never-
theless, has not done complete justice
to the situation, nor made the wmost
of his opportunity. Admitting that
the Dominion Government, ua such,
cennot provide employment for all
those who, from time to tima, may
be in need of it, and that neither the
provincial nor municipal authorities
are in any very different position,
there remains, not only the occasion
but it would seem the necessity for
tn explanation by the minister of
where the real difficulty lies and by
what means it can alone be remedied.

There were two ways open to the
minister in dealing with this prob-
lem, a narrow technical way on the
one hand, and a broad, candid and
helpful way on the other. He seems
to have given preference to the form-
er, having had regard, doubtless, to
his long-established relations with in.
ternational organized labor. Those
very relations ought to be his princi-
pal source of strength in the present
emergency, because they enable him,
i® he so chooses, to speak to organm-
ized labor in Canada with the knowl-
edge and sympathy of a trades union-
| iet as well as the authority of a min-
| ister of the Crown, and to give to la-
| bor the friendly and helpful counsel
{ which alone can be of material value
in the circumstances that have arisen.
| These circumstances call for plain
| speaking, and in shrinking from the
“ performance of his clear duty in that
| respect, the Minister of Labor does
| less than Jjustice to his omc‘e and fails
[ in service to Canadian labor.

The memorandum issued from the
office of the minister, and under his
|au(hority, refers to the fact that
many employers are retaining as
wany of their men as possible, man-
ufacturing stocks, the sale of which
Eiu uncertain, rather than cut down
| stadfs This is in striking contrast to
the contention of the president of the
| Trades and Labor Council, Mr. Tom
| Moore, that manufacturers have
| brought about the existing situation
| deliberately, for the purpose of fore-
ing down wages, and it is gratifying
{ » find, coming from the office of the
| Minister of Labor, something that does
| pot suggest the handiwork of Mr.
| Moore. Yet the Minister of Labor,
l(‘\‘on with this text before him, has
|

rot given labor the conclusion obvious-
ly to be drawn from it. That many
| manufacturers are actually risking
| their capital in order to prevent unem-
| ployment is admitted, but what of la-
| Lor? Dces the Minister of Labor say
to the employees of Canada, “This 18
| what the manufacturers are doing.
| They are taking their share of loss
consequent upon readjustment and de-
pression; they are playing their part
and risking additional loss for your
benefit; it 18 for you to do your share,
to take your loss if necessary, to play
your part.” He does not y that,
nor anything like it, and yet the sit-
uation requires that, in the interests
of Canadian labor, he should do so.
Hc should say frankly to labor that
the duty of the employee is to co-
operate with the employer, to remain
at work even if conditions are finan-
cially less favorable to him. Neglect
cf this clear duty exposes the Minis-
ter of Labor to the suspicion of being
more ‘concerned with the wage-exact-
ing objects of international organiza-
tions than he is with the welfare of
Canada and of Canadian labor.

It will not do for the Minister ot
Labor, either directly or by inference,
to encourage labor, as Mr. Tom Moore
ercourages labor, to set itself in de-
fiance of a world conditions. A pol-
icy of that kind can bring upon labor
and upon industry nothing but dis-
aster, the privations consequent upon
which will be felt by innocent peo-
ple Labor has been in enjoyment of
high wages in Canada during a period
of great demand for all sorts of manu-
factures at high prices; as the cost
of living has risen in obedience to a
world condition, his earnings have
been increased. A material reduc.lon
in man-power, due to the absence ot
S0 many men on military service
albroad, was a condition in his favor,
and he made the most of it. The
world movement which brought about
these conditions is now being revers-
ed The wave is receding, and laYor
cannot hope to retain abnormal wages
under normal conditions of produc-
tion, much less under conditions that
go below the standard of normality
The situation imposes a duty upon tha
Minister of Labor. If that duty is
not discharged, and if labor is to be
ericouraged in the belief that it iz in-
dependent of economic principles aad
1renees, there will be precipitated a
condition immeasurably more seripus
than that which now exists, a condi-
tion in which organized labor itself
will go down and with it the need for
a Ministry of Labor at Ottawa.

"WHAT OTHERS SAY

®

-

Abbey Funeral ‘Bills.

An interment in Westminster Ab-
bey was a costly business even inthe
eighteenth century. Two interesting
original documents were recently of-
fered for sale in the catalogue of a
well-known firm of curio and auto-
graph dealers. These referred to the
burial of George (Prince of Den-
mark, Consort of Queen Anne and
father of her seventeen children. One
document was the undertaker's ac-
count, amounting to £329 10s, which
included the item—"For 2 stronge
BElme Coffins to inclose the body of
ye late Prince of Denmarke with a
strong chest to hold ye Bowells and
a leaden Coffin and Urn for ye same.”
The other was the account of church
fees, being £68 6s. 8d., for.his inter
mpent in King Charles II's vault at
Westminster Abbey. It is satisfac-
tory to note that both accounts were
pceipted ~—Manchester Quardian,

Ups and Downs of Miilionaires.

According to the just completed
figures of the Internal Revenue De-
partment, this country had 20,944
millfonaires in 1918, or 5,246 less thau
the year before. And the number of
“twenty-millionaires” was reduced
from 141 to 87, These terms produce

& this !
& little baby, the baby being ssléep and Mre. |
Cant we put him upstairs, ware its quist so our
‘wont disterb him? ot

Certeny, sed ma. And she carried the baby up and laid it on
the setting room sofér and went down agen to tawk to
bits, me lissening to them a wile without getting mutoh
ment out of it so I went up in the seiting room agen
the baby was till asleep. Wich it was, but it woak up pritty
80on proberly on account of ma hlowing on the top of its hed
to see if it would have eny effect.

Holey smoaks its going to cry, I thawt. Wich it was, and I
started to make funny faces at it to make it change its mind
and laff, the ony effect was the opposite effect, and the baby
opened its mouth about twice aswide as wat I thawt it could and
started to yell like everything, m e thinking, Heck, bholey moses, g.

And F quick ran in the setting room ecloset and shut the
door and Mrs. Ebbits and ma came running up, Mrs. Ebbits say-
ing, The poor little lamkins, Me thinking, The poor fish. And
the baby kepp on yelling and ma sed, Muybe she wasent warm
nuff, Il get her another cover out of the closet heer,

Me thinking, Heck, darm it And I quick lald down on
the floor of the closet and pertended I was aslesp, and ma
opened the door, saying, Well my goodniss, of all things. Meen-
Ing me, and ! kepp on laying there &s if I was asleep, ma saying,
Benny, wat have you been doing to that baby? Me not anser-
ing on account of not wunting to spoil the imitation of being
aslesp, and ma shook me all her mite, saying, Stop this non.
sents. Proving she kmew all the time I wasent asleep, and I
opened my eyes saying, 1 dident hardly do enythihg to it, ma,
all I did was blow on the top of its hed and make a few faces at
it,

Well then Il hardly do enything to you, said ma.

And she gave me four cracks some place wtih a ruler.
sounding like hardly enything buc feeling like a hole lot.

5 Mye. Wbbits came {0 #66
with
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man who returned an income of $1,
000,000 ° was a “twenty-millionaire,”|
Of course, in most cases he was no-
thing of the sort. His income sprang
from stimulated business, not from
accumulated capital. But even with
this qualification an essentlal one,
the figures for 1018 are interesting,
perhaps illuminative. In 1914, for us|
a pre-war year, the men Wwho palu;
taxes on $1,000,000 income were sixty

Cuticura Soap

—The Safety Razor—

havig_g Soag

with joy is a .
Vacuum Cleaner

for the Hhousekeeper knows
th;t it \r\;lll“ give her futlfg
and unti service every d:
of the year—that it will re-
lieve her of many hours of
work and enable her to have a
clean house of which she and
the family can be proud. Not
because a clean house is un-
usual, but because a clean
house is healthful, comfort-
able and beautiful. -

Scientifically built, light, vet of sturdy construc-
tion, the “Universal” is casy to handle and thoroughly
reliable. With its attachments it gets the dust, dirt and
litter in every nook, corner, crack and cranny—Ileaves
nothing that can be cleaned by air.

PRICE, Complete with Attachments,

$60.00 ]

MCAVITY’S ur.,

'Phone
M. 2540

in number. In 1915 they were 120,,
just doubled. In 1016 they were 206.|
But in 1917 they had fallen to 141,
The returns for|

and in 1918 to 67. i s
1019, not .yet available, will ulmoﬂi
certainly show a further drop. In| e | ea

other words, the World War, before|

the United States went into it, was/| %
remarkably fruitful in big incomes.| for Your wlfe
But the years when we were actually
10 the war meant a drop in the top

rank of from 206 to 67. That is food
for reflection.—Brooklyn Bagle,
s

e =" or Daughter

THE LAUGH LIN ol A HANDSOME BEVELL-

- A ED PLATE PEER GLASS

—

Just Fancy. for the boudoir will be
And to think that that Boston youtu treasured as an ever-
who declined the legacy of a million present remembrance of

dollars from his father's estate did it
right in the midst of the Christmas
shopping season—Philadelphia Rec-

the donor's good wishes.

'Phone us —— Now, at

ord. Main 3000
Tough,
JDiner s poor vestvar)—t| Muyrray & Gregory, Ltd.

live a little longer.
Waiter—Why so, sir
Diner—Another day or two and it
would have been in its second chila-
hood.—Boston Transcript.

St. John, N. B.
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I wish to thank the public
for their most , generous pat-
ronage and tc announce that
our new term will begin Mon-

day, Jan. 3rd.
Send for new Rate Card.

Got Personal.
* Mugg—It's as plain as the nose on
your face.
Rugg—Well, anyway, it isn't as
plain as the face behind your nose.—
Boston Transcript.

Helpful.
Wills—‘1 told my wife we must be-
gin to economize and that she must
keep account of the household ex-
penses.”

O OO O OB TGO}
ahe Art of Giving

The true gift giver of today is better known by the
wisdom of his selection than by the amount of money
he spends. It the gift bears distinction the cost may be
dropped out of consideration. The “Gift Spirit” is not
measured in dollars and cents.

Your Xmas shopping will not de complete without a
visit to our store.

We are offering a very large and carefully selected
stock of precicus stones and Fine Jewelry, Toflet Ware,
etc.

4O

Any article that you desire engraved should surety
be selected immediately.

Ferguson & Page
The Jewelers — 41 King St.

Commencing Satufday, Decem 11th, and Continuing
Until Christmas, Store Will' Remait Open Each *
Evening Until 10 p.m. .
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ENGLISH (1f You | Oak-Tanned
BALATA ‘¥,‘.‘,‘§ LEATHER
BELTING BELTING

BEST

Gills s she doing it ?" “She has
made a start, She has bought a $250
desk, a $100 filing cabinet and bhas .
ordered a 3750 adding machine.”— Principal

Life. B AR AAAAARAA AR AN A A A

Gares a s08.

D. K. McLAREN, LIMITED, Manufacturers

MAIN 1121 90 GERMAIN STREET. ST. JOHN, N. B. BOX 702

“A man is never too ?_ld to learn,”
e i b e vs||  Frosh Broiled Lobsters
-Cincinnati Enquirer. Choice oy“e“
Olive Oil
Brown’s Clams
Brown’s Dainty Dinner Dish
SMITH’S FISH MARKET;

25 Sydney St. M. 1704

He Probably Will,
indefatigable Mr. Wells, hav.
a history of the world,

The
ing written
may now be expected to devote a few
weeks to the production of a history
of the universe.—Boston Transcript.

Financially Speaking.

“Honest, old man, you appear to be
growing shorter,”
“No wonder. Three times I've been
let in on the ground floor of oil pro-
positions, with the usual results.”—
buffalo Express.

BRASS SIGNS

See our Signs for Doctors,
— || Dentists, Lawyers and
Agents. Any size, any
style. Quick delivery.

FLE G PRESS

Engravers and Printers
Market Square. Bt. John.

CEDAR
CHESTS
AND
CEDAR .
SHEATHING
FOR
CLOSETS

Made from Red Cedar. Not
the Aromatic Cedar, but nice
clear stock that looks well
and has more or less of the

YOUR HORSES SERVE
YOU FAITHFULLY

Why not serve them equally wel]
by giving them O-Molene feed, the
best money will buy? Our hors.
feed has gained its reputation oy
quality alone. It builds fine strong cedar odor.
horses, from steady feeding. The

“GIFTS THAT LAST”>

Not Too Expensive
Christmas Presents

Whatever you buy at Sharpe's is quality that suits
the discriminating. And every one of the thous
ands of articles here is a splendid gift thing.

This is a store for those who have little to spend
as well as for those who have much. Indeed the
one whose Christmas purse is limited will ﬁz’ our
stocks just suited to it, for there is an exception-
ally wide selection in not-too-costly gifts that you
know will be received with genuine pleasure.

SOME SUGGESTIONS :
Cuff Links Set Rings 4
Watch Chains Brooches
Bar Pins

Scarf Pins
Pendants

Tie Clasps
Signet Rings Thimbles
Bracelets

L. L SHARPE 3 SON

St. John, N. B.

best is always the cheapest. Try 'Phone Main 1893.

0O-Molene. '

“Quality talks” The Christie Wood-

demned man from instant dseapitation
50 that he might be executed by the

ansoript points out more prolonged siicing process,
Tl 1 z :
* R R T

confusion, man who an
income otngd-un OWM

§50,000 for & given year was & “mil.
Uovaire” in offigtal paviance,  Any

C. H. PETERS’ SONS ||| workine Co., Ltd.
8T. JOHN, N. B 188 Erin Stroet

FIRE ESCAPES

Structural Steel, Bolts and Rods.
WM. LEWIS & SON, ST. JOHN, N. B.
Ot atotthdet oo

o
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