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The Convention and the Open Doors.

The meetings at Moncton in connection with the
filty-sixth annual session of our Maritime Couven-
tion will, we suppose, be generally cousidered to
have been in essential respects at least fairly up to
the average of such meetings in the past. It is true
that a considerable number of our brethren whom
we have been accustomed to see at the Convention,
and whose presence and counsels are most highly
valued, were, for one reason or another, not with us
this year, and their absence was deeply regretted.
Still it was a good Convention. . Pastor Hutchinson
and his people did their part nobly, and a very im-
portant part it is, toward making their gnests feel at
home and making the meetings successful, 'All the
meetings were well attended and the interest in the
business of the Convention continued until the close.
All the interests of the body received a fair share of
attention. The president discharged the difficult
duties of his office with ability and courtesy, per-
mitting little time to be wasted in fruitless talk over
small details. The platform discussions were earn-
est and strong, and the discussions on the floor of
the house were reasonably full and satisfactory.
There was no failure of courtesy, while acrimony
and censoriousness were entirely absent. The Con-
vention addressed itself to the questions in hand in
a very sober and sincere spirit, and, let us hope, un-
der the guidance of the Divine Wisdom so earnestly
invoked.

There is however one deeply regrettable fact
which the meeting of the Convention servad to bring
out into strong light,—that is that while the oppor-
tunities open to the denomination for Christian ser-
vice on every hand are becoming constantly larger,
and the calls for help are becoming constantly more
urgent, the benevolent contributions of our people
are not showing any corresponding increase. The
reports of our treasurers of Denominational Funds,
it must be confessed, furnish much material for
painful reflection. Some churches have certainly
done well according to their ability, but how many
appear upon the yearly report as having done next
to nothing for demominational work, how many
there are which with great advantage to their own
spiritual condition, could have assisted in the Lord’s
work in the world to ten times the \T that
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once to enlarge the scope of its work. So, in like
manner, if we could all apprehend the importance
and the urgency of the work on our home mission
fields as it is apprehended by those who are engaged
in that work, if we saw the importance and the
great opportunities of our educational workas it ap-
peals to those who have it in hand, If we could see
the needs, the opportunities, the prospective rewards
for investment of influence in the Northwest and
the Grande Ligne as these are seen by those who
are at work in those vineyards of the Lord, we sim-
ply could not refuse to respond to the appeals that
come to us from these quarters, for we should feel
that we could not endure to be shut out from partici-
pation in the work to which God is calling his people.
If we are sometimes disposed to resent the fre-
quent and urgent appeals made upon the denomina-
tion for the means of carrying on its noble enter-
prises, it ought to cure us of any such disposition,
to consider how large a blessing it means for us that
these doors of opportunity are open and that so we
are permitted to be co-workers with God in the work
of redemption. Let us think what it would mean
for us, if the Lord should arise and shut to these
doors. What if it were no longer permitted us to
send our sons and daughters, supported by our
prayers and our money, to India or to any foreign
land for the evangelization of the heathen, What if
we were told that it was decreed that our demomina-
tional schools must dwindle and die and we should
not be itted to contribute a dollar to save them;
what if the way were hedged up so that we could
not help our weak home mission interests to grow
strong and self-supporting; what if the gracious
doors of opportunity now so widely to us in
Grande Ligne and the Northwest should be shut in
our faces, 80 that we might no more have any lot or
in a work which must mean 8o much to all the
interests of our own %rut country! What if all
these doors should be flung to in our faces and we
should be shut up to ourselves omly—to think of
ourselves, to pray for ourselves, to build ourselves
fine churches, and listen to eloquent preachers, to
live for ourselves, and spend our money for our-
selves and for our children ; but never, through sym-
thy and sacrifice, to have any part with our Lord
rn-hi- great work for the redemption of men! Is
there a man or in all the d ination with
soul so dead as to be able to accept with anything
but the bitterest lamentation such a condition, a
conditioa which must mean atrophy and death to
all spiritual life and effort ? And yet how many
individuals and how many of our churches are prac-
tically closing these doors against themselves, and
thus, so far as they cap, shutting themselves out
from participation in that large abundance of spirit-
ual liF:lnd health which God would bestow upon
us as a people.

s A
Editorial Notes.

—The Charlottetown Patriot says that the liguor sell-
ers and liquor drinkers of the city are realizing that the
prohibitory law is not a dead letter on the statute book,
that its enf will be pushed and that behind it
stands the weight of public opinion.

——As will be seen, we have devoted a very large part
of our space this week to a report of the proceedings of
the M C & Our read will we hope

they have really dome! All our are in debt,
and there are growing deficits fi year to year.
This is in a di & d especially to

those whom our Convention has \place
of responsibility, charging them with
Boards and officers of Boards, of carryi
nominational work {n its various depdrtments wnd
interests.  All this indicates on the paft of many of
our people a sad lack of earnestness [in the work
which God has committed tous. Too miany seem
to regard the call to bear a share in this work as a
call to something involving hardship if not injust-
ice, and they manage to put the matter away from
them as if it was something in which they had no
personal responsibility or concern,

We are persuaded however that this lack of inter-
est on the part of so many individuals and so many
churches is due rather to a lack of intimate know-
ledge of the work that is being attempted in the
name of the Lord than to any essential unwilling-
ness to take part in that work. If all our people
could see our foreign mission work and realize its
importance as it is seen and realized by our mission-
aries in India, there cannot be a doubt that every
really Christian man and woman would want to
bave some part in that enterprise, and the contribu-
tious would come pouring into the treasury of the
Board in such volume as would make it possible at
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g on the de-

ppreciate having so full’ « report. If this issue and last
week’s issue are preserved they will be found convenient
for reference.

~Christianity is & warfare, and the Chsistian soldier
is never to be off duty. There isno time to panse and
look back until the time comes when one cansay: ‘I
have fought & good fight, I have finished my course, I
have kept the faith.” Eventhen he will be looking
forward rather than backward, * The question always
is," a8 Dr, Marcus Dods says in his reference to the
fate of Lot's wife, ‘‘ the guestion alwaysis, not, what
have you done? but what are you now delag? Upto
the site of the pillar, Lot's wife had done as well as
Lot, had kept pace with the angels ; but her failure at
that point destroyed her.”

—1If we were only humble and wise enough to accept
the yoke of him who is meek and lowly in heart. how
great we should become! For we should be yoke.
fellows of the God-man and should grow up into the
ful of the of hood in Christ Jesus. How
small we are, how weak and nnattractive and uninfluent-
ial because of our pride, our avarice, our self-indulg: |
We see how the unselfish life blessés and is blessed, like
atree planted by the water courses, green and fruitful
to old age. Wherever such life touches us it brings us
blessing, wh it finde eexpression in us for a day,
for an hour, it lifts and gladdens all our horizon. We
recognize the shallows and the miseries of the life that
centres all in self, and yet how slow we are to learn the
secret of Christ and to find in unselfish service the satis-
faction for which all that is noblest in us thirsts.

hich @mn—mm jydia
Wheel L m; N. 8. ; ( Lﬁom
the estate of the late C. Connolly, ¥ 3

the late Cynthia

time has not arrived for devislng some other means
the of other methods by which the depart-
ments of work that are dependent solely upon the
churches of these Pmlmh-zmnyhm
ectively sustained, The Boavd is of the opinion that
the time has come when each interest should stand upon
its own merits and make its own distinet appeal to the
churches without being necessarily bound up with other
interests in_such & , we ask therefore that a com-
mittee 8| st this md:: Coavention
-ommmmr-m into consideration and
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Clause 11 ted estimates for the year amounting in
all to $22,608 55,
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‘éluux; summarizes the facts as follows :

From these we tearn that there are 8 churches
nmbm:l 415. There were t‘bw.n:
tiem 62, by letter 15, by restoration 4. The
were 81 ndﬂnﬂoﬁ-ﬂam
l':" at howe - two and
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are three pastors, 44 native 7 ool-
portenss, and 18 women. There are 35 of
whom 20 are men, and 15 are women. There are 4 medi-
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4. RNCOURAGEMENTS.

One of the principal festures of the k has
Mhnﬂ-wﬁﬂmum It de
doing . Mise D'Silve s proving hersel! admir.
h.llilyq for the work which has been entrusted to

The misslon to the Sevaras ls also another advance
movement in mmm ln::uu.n-
sponsibility upon ve Christians, makes them
feel that they too have a work to do in giving a helping
hl.t‘hbmnuwwu of

- oneof our own con-
llﬁi:hﬁolml-lﬂ-{

to work, the contributor t> m
Mise D'Prazer, who is mmch splendid work at the
Woman's H at .

Then there is the of the Tekkall bungalow.

hich makes seven homes for Mission families,
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