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Ladies’ Jackets

" At "Reduced Prices.

It is not pleasant to lose money,
though sometimes it is profitable. * We
have decided to start this

’s. Jackets and Ulsters

“to $6.00. .

The Perfoction of Scotch Whiskey.

8 Yoars 01d, §10 50 per case.

Exira Fine 0ld Irish Whiskey.

8 Years 0id, a choice old Whiskey, $11.0D per case.
3 B e
msr RECEIVED FROM
Donaid Maépherson & Co., Glasgew,Scetland

100 eases ** Bounie Lassie,” Fine 01
: Seeteh, $7.00 per dozen.

Goods shipped immedistely on re-
ceipt of order. - "

Send reimnittance by post office order,
express order, or entlose money in

registered letter.
M. A FINN,
" "VWimé and Spirit Merchant,
112 Princé William' St., St. Joba, N. B.
)

MR. BLAIR AT CHATHAM,

Presented With an Address by the
Mayor and Council of the Town.

The Question of tﬁelﬂu/rchase of the Canada
Eastern Railway Discussed.

Hon. 8ir. Blair arrived et Chathem
on Monday night and’ Wes the guest

the Canada. Eastern rail i

] ’?a;le by the company 0;

| soundmess. ' His

95 KING STREET,
~ ST.'JOEN, N. B.

. ‘There are other matters connecfed
with the promotio nof the malterial in-
terests of the Miramichi, and with our

} port—which is, as you are aware, sec-

j.ond only to St. John in the province

1. of New Brunswick—which, should the
length of your stay with us permit,
we would like to confer with < you
upon in conjunction with a committee
of the council of the Chatham board
of trade, in accordance with a resolu-
tion of that body.

- Hon. Mr. Blair, in reply, discussed

the question of the interests involved
in the extension of the government

rallwidy syst>m and the desirability
of its management being divorced as
much as possible from political con-
siderations. " He sald it could not he
hoped that these considerations would
not always have more or less influ-
ence in the railway’'s administration,
but it should be the aim of all who
would assist the government towards
an improved policy in this respect to
' contribute their share to the bringing

| about - the " results 'they desired. He

was . glad to find that after mature
consideration he people of Chatham
had concludéed that it was not desir-
able that &e-‘Camda. Eastern railway
should pass into the hands of a pri-
vate corporation if it were possible
To_induce He gv.ernment to aequire
and make it a patt of the Interco-
Icnial system. He Dbeljeved that it
Would be in the  interes: ' of Canada
and the Infercolomiad, arnd profoundiy
in' the interest of the people of the
Miramichi that the gover-
own that road should it

8

[ g it. He
dwelt‘at considerable 18pEfh on ' the

| different phases of the subject, and

G

i o Sy | S . “V,tv S 'w
ey G trcte

was frequent-

* | iy ‘interrupted by applamse and Tnade

in proportion’ as. business and com-

mercial principles are applied to its }

affairs, to the divorcement therefrom
of political considerations, ithe « un-
try will be bemefited. '

‘We have noped with ever-increasing

interest discussions.and statements in |

Railway company being desirous of.
disposing of their road, which con-
nects Chathem and other important
cenitres of” trade. and manufacture on
the . Miramichi civer with the city of
Fredericton in the centre of the proy-
inice, on rthe St. John river: That rail-
way is, the distributor of the lumber-
ing supplies on the extensive river
systems. with which it is interwoven.
It is also the highway over which. the
larger portion of the great fish traffi

between mnorthern New Brunswick

and the United States is carried, and:

it is .the connecting link between . the

province, terminating in the provin-
clal capital and connecting with the
Canadian Pacific.

. In the extension of our national rail-
way system, in which your govern-
ment is engaged, we believe that the
Initerests of the dominion and particu-
larly those of the centre and _north
shore .cf New Brunswick would be
promoted, and the paying capabili-
ties of that system increased, should

‘an excellent i/n»mm
* ONE MILLION INSURANGE.

It is the Largest Policy Ever Written by One
Company.

NEW YORK, Dec. 8.—Before G. W.

Vanderbilt, the younigest son of Wim.
H. Vanderbilt, safled for Europe to-
day. ‘He took out am insurance policy
calling for $1,000,000. This is the
largest policy ever writtenr by *one
company. The policy is what is-known
as a twemty-payment ife contract,
and provides for an annual premium
of about $35,000. After Mr. Vanderbilt
has -paid that sum yearly for twenty
years, the payment ceases and the
principal becomes due at this death.
- IMr. Vanderbilt, who mot long ago
returned from Japan, is just now
starting pon a voyage ,which . will
take him. to ' India, where he will hunt
for big game in the interior, and then
to Japan, where he will collect old
books and ourios. He will also visit
China. ;

“Liook, George, isn't that funmy?
See the mam over there with an axe
in one hand and a packgge of books
in- the other? What do you sSuppose
he is?” “He must be a book review-
er.”—Cleveland Leader.

The Cieajfles;t,_f' Strongest and Best
Gunpowder made, is'used by all the
‘best sportsmen. Try Hazard’s Blue

Ribbon Brand :Smokeless Powder,
Order your shells filled with ‘Haz-

ard’s Powder.

 HAZARD'S BLASTING POWDER

is from one sixth to one fourth
stronger than any other brand, makes
less smoke,  and ‘is the favorite” with
contractors, quarrymen, and miners.

W, H. THORNE & GO, - - - - LIMITED,

MARKET SQUARE, ST. JOHN, N. B.

 tory, Oct. 17,. 1897.—Nine out of ‘ten:

nt should

1 sress below zero.

“may be found jater a few hundred |

e

|FIRST REPORT

_ ON KLONDYKE.

John D. McGillivray, the Her-
ald’s Expert, Sent to Alaska
to Report-on Exact Condi-
tions in Yukon Country,

Tells of Chances Prospectors Have
for Success in the Gold Fields
as Miners or Laborers.

Only One Rich Discovery Has Béen Made—

™ That There are No Min
that Under Present Conditions not More
Than Half of Them Can Obtain Work.

(John D. McGillivray, the New. York
Herald’s correspondent- in the Kion-
dyke gold region, who is ‘an expert il
gold mining, had been studying the
situation in Dewson city and ' the
miners for two weeks or more wheéh
this letter was written. He calls par-
ticular attention ‘to the fact that all
the claims on the richest of the gold
creeks have already been takén up
and that new comers must prospect
for themselves or work as laborers in
the mines already opemed. The situ-
ation, as to the number of men

e 5
mines will support, the quantity L%( T
food and the chaifices of making liv- | £
ing wages by hard work, (s also gome. | g

into in detail.)

MANY REGRET WILD RUSH, _|
Men in Klondyke Realize That They
Must ' Undergo Many Hardships.: :
DAWSON CITY, Northwest Térei-
of the numbers who have come 'to the.
Yukon in . the rush now wish  they
were back home. They have learned
that there are mo mines for them and’
that wages at $16 & day is a._ yth.

It should be borne in mind by all wio | 1
pthink . of coming here. that with ali

the prospecting that has been’ done by

; of ground that will
under presemt conditions pay: large

prodits, and, that is on. Bovianza, ‘and | thy

Stampedes of flate, but
there have been stampedes for years '
along the Yukon upon the reports -of:
rich discoveries, and - all who  have
Joined in these rushes Have been.dis-
appointed with the exception ofthose
who came to the Kilondyke. -

There has been a rush to Munook
Oreek, and locations are selling ‘there
for as much as $5,000 each. This is
all' based on the fact that one. man
found a good prospeot at the bottom
of a4 shaft last. spring, and the  fur-
ther fact that food is more accesgsible
there than elsewhere. :

May Be Amother Eldorado. ;

It is possible that Munook will turn:
out 'to be another Eldirado,but momore
probable than that Coal Creek, Mis-
sion’ Creek, Amenican, Nation, Hen~
derson or a dozen others will turn
out rich. The chances of finding an-
other creek as rich as Eldorado are
very smail

One may be found—a dozen may.
Tt is- possible that another = Cripple
Creek will be found in Colorado, but
that is no reason why all the. world
should rush to Colorade.

There is nothing left for -those who
are now coming, or are here and wait-
ing for some one to start a stampede,
to do but go out prospecting or work
for wages. Wages will probably be
$1 an hour. If they shall be $1.50 an
hour the mine owners say they will
not employ many men.

In winter men can work but seven
or eight hours a day. Fifteen dollars.
a day has seldom. been earned at
wages except in a few summer claims.

The only other alternative iz  to go
out proépecting. 'To simply live here
involves hard work. But to prospect
‘means hardship and privation- that
none but the most hardy can endure.

One must carry his tools, bedding,
stove and food on his back over: the-
most wretched roads, or after - the
winter fhas set in ‘pay freight at the
rate of ten or fifteen cents a pound.-
In' summer freight is from twenity--
five cents to $1 a pound from Dawson.
or Circle City or Forty Mile out to-
the dreeks.’ To ‘the prospector this .
is prohibitive, for to move out to one .
of the creéks with a small outfit takes.
a long timeé. Omne must build a. cabin
or sleep in.a ‘tent with the thermom-
eter registening at times 70 to 80 de-

Compared with California.

Prospecting itgelf when on . the
ground involves much more labor for.
the results than- in any other m&ning
district in the wonld. It is wseldom
that the: pay dirt-is to be .found un-
covered, and shafts must be sunk to
bedrock by thawing the ground with
fires and digging out.

The pay channel; as it js called, is
generslly from, fifteen to fifty or sixty.
feet wide. : In order. to locate it pros-
pect shafts must be sunk at short
distances '‘across the wvalley. of _the
creek, ‘which- may be from one hun-
dred to @ thousend.feet wide. s
" A season may be lost in prospecting-
in ome or two wows of holes. They.|
may be -sunk ‘where there is no.good:
pay in’ the creek, while rich ground .

yards above or & 3 ) :

*In Californig in_ early days pros-:
pecting anong .the creeks was simpie

| of these, °

.

and easy. . The pay was in or near the
creel beds.” Ome could follow up ' a
stream and pan out a 1ittle here  and
t] re until he came to rich ground.
prospext miles of creeks was the
of a few days:

®ere it is-all different. In the ‘first
Place, the gold is not in the beds of
4he present streams nor in such bars
a8 bordered the Catifornia creeks, but
in the “till” or ground moraines of
ancient glaciers left there ages be-

{ fore the streams began to cut their
‘present channels, and a week’s hard

work is necessary to reach it through
the muck and gravel that covers it.
A man could prospect miles of creeks
in Culifornia. in those days in a week
easier and more thoroughly than he
cotrld a ‘hundred yards of one of these

creeks in & year.

. To - understand this it must be re-
mgembered. that the gold of the Cali-
fornin streams was. probably . first
crushed and milled from the quartz
s of, the Sierras by glaciers; that
‘was then washed ‘by ‘the ancient
and ‘being worked now by drift-

at a depth of hundreds of feet in

joes under lava caps on the divides
iweéen the present rivers. .

: Great Riches on the Creeks.
“#'hose "gncient river chamnels were
#er cut fhito and in part washed away
W modern rivers and -creeks, ‘and
‘élorg them the gold has been found in
heir  botfoms and in the bars - and
pokes ajong their sides and formed

E et

Bs fakery within ten years after Mar-
fall ‘made his discovery in Sutter’s

¢ quartz was crushed ard the gold
ntrafed by the glaciers, further

ed by the anclent rivers and

fere it i8 different. ‘Nature has had
y he fifst of these fonces at work—
‘of the glacier.  Practically aill

the roh gold bearing deposits of the
ndyke district on ‘Bidorado ' and
arza. creeks are but ¢he ground mo-
glaciers of the-ice age.

of.

s from ! the outside

e best Proot of the.faot : t that there
“alresidy-here miany: more persoms
I Can’hopé-ever ‘to:obtain claims
thout golng far away 48 in the fig-
8 of - the ‘gold. commissioner as to

' Wehere, the Gold Comes From:

Thesé ‘creeks ‘fnclude” Bldorado, Bon-
anza, Hunker and other tributaries of
the Klondyke River, as far up as Al
Gold, fifty ‘milés away; Sulphur, Do-
minfon and Quanrtz,  branchés of Int
dian; Hendersom, a branch of Stewart,
and Bryant, ‘Montama, Deadwood and
Adams, branches of the Yukon:

Yet all these locations, together with
a few in the Forty Mile district, do not
exceed in number 1,800. But under
the mining ‘¥ws a man may locate
one claim in each division of the Yu-
kon distriét. There are eight divisions
and many men have claims in several
S0 it is safe to say that
atout one thousand men own all these
claims.

There aré in Dawson "and in the

mines of these districts at the present

time certainly ‘over four thousand five
hvndred persons,: end. probably five

thousand. Besides this there are, of

those who came in late by St. Michael, °

and those” who went ' down to Fort
Yukon 1n ‘order to obtain food, cer-

tainly not less than one thousand, who

intend to come here as ‘soon as navi-
gation opens in the spring.
Hundreds Coming Over the Trail.

There are coming into Dawson from
‘ups the mver daily from twenty to for-

ty men in: small boats. It is said by '

it furt thés concentrated by the mod- !

! and roken in heslth by the rigors of
the climate, hardships and privations.

Up to two years dago but one of all
these men had made a respectabie
amount at mining, and that was only
$50,000, made by John Miller, who in
three years took that out of his mine

‘Since then probably half a dozen
men have made that much in the Birch
Creek district. There are in the Klon-
dyke district but few mines that will
do better, as far as is known now.
There are not more than 256 ~ines in
the district that have been pruven to
be of sufficient value to work at a pro-
fit under present conditions.

All this does not offer much en-

couragement to those coming here,
Yet the Yukon country has been her-
alded to the world as one of the great-
est of mining districts. It certainly is,
but the bulk of its yield of bullion will
come from mines that today and un-
der present conditions cannot be work-
ed at a profit.
*The high prices, the searcity of the
necessaries of life and: the difficulties
of travel and n make it
impossible for POOr men or men of
small meams to work any but exceed-
ingly rich claims.

The cost of working ¢s from $5 to
$20 per cubic yard. Similar deposits
are worked under simifar conditions
and by almost the same methods in
Siberia for fifty cents per cubic yard.
Ground wonth theré $5 per cubic yard
pays a high profit. 'Here it cannot be
touched.

The mine" owners had a meeting
two weeks ago at which it was de-
, cided to.pay only a dollar an hdur
} wages from October 1 to June:1, 1898,
Wage earners have held. several
meetings, at which they hava agreed
Ito stand - out “for ‘$1.50 ‘an "hour, and
“in ‘two “casss’ have compeled  men
who ‘were working for $1 am hour to
quit. °, *

A meeting was hetd by Athem  yes-
terday, and it was' determinsd  ‘to
stand' out. - ‘Neither side_up. to tiHe;
present time could ted its-strength,
The mine ownéms are being organized,
and meny of them afé in' a postion
to let their mines Hettdie Tather than
| pay the high rates. - °7 °- :

At Circle City last  winter .the claim

. to eighty’' cents an hour, when the

the "dumps had ‘béen - f Teady for
slufeing and 'stripping ws ‘begun *for
summer work a number of claim
‘ownefs ¢n Eidorado attempted to re--
duce thg rate to'$l, -An Informal * Gloty-
“bine was formed for the pun “but
it happened that many mmm
had  purchased - their claims, paying
down a little cash and agreeing “tol
pay-the balance by July 1sout of the

!’loekout was  broken and the men
{ went to work at $1.50 an hour. A very
“few of the mines, and those are near-
1y all-on Eidorado, can pay $1.50 an
"“hour and leave themselves any profit.
! ‘While the amount of gold  that has
‘ been~produced by the Kilondyke mines
is very large for the mumber of cubic
; yards of ground dnifted and ‘sluiced,
it is much less than has been gan~
erally reported. It s safe to say that
} the' ‘total yield mo far has been less
 than $3,000,000 from Bonanza dnd El-
j Gorado creeks. Correet figures might
' show iless than' $2,500,000. :

In making up estimates that have
; been published it is oftem that ' the
sums' taken' ddwn to San Franecisco
‘and Seattle By men who have sold
their claims have been counted twice,
once as part of the amount mined
from the clalm it came from, dnd
again as mined by the mam who re-
ceived it ad pay for his claim.
Again, one hears here of cases where.
men went away with small sums. and
have been reported on the outside as
having large fortuns: One govern~
ment official left here in the summer
with  $1,300. He was reported as
having made all the way from $90,000
‘to $163,000, and he writes back .that
‘his poor relations are making life a
burden.

Estimagted Product ‘of Mines.

those who- ‘have ‘come in lest that '

there are at least one thousand men
on the road who bave crossed the
passes and will winter on the trails
and come in early in the spring. -

From all indications this is a low es- |
In ‘other words, there are -
here, or near here 'and to come as soon °
as roads ‘open, seven thousand men, :
and there are mines in the district for |

timate;

one thousand. ' The other wix thousand
‘can only hope to work for wages or
£0 ‘long distances from here to pros-
pect. :

Of all ‘the 'mines located not more
than two hundred and ffty have been
‘proved, to ‘be of valué under present
conditions, and of these many will not
be worked full handed until wages are
still further reduced. 'S¢ far as can
be. learned - from the mine owners
themselves, about one thousand men
will be employed in the mines if wages
are $1 an houwr. Then a% many more
will work on lays

In addition to these not more than
one thousand will work on their own
clalms prospecting, developing or min-
ing them, maiking in all about three
thousand men:employed in the mines,

Many Mé.y "Not' Have Supplies.

Yet it is probable that mot so many
will have supplies of provisions to
last them until spring:  Of the'rest of
the population of the district 1,500 or
more will be idle, unless they move

out and prospect. When the  winter "

work. is over there will ‘be -employment
for far less men in summer or sluice
mining, and with” those coming there

-Will be but a small préportion of the

men here employed unless new mines
are discovered. : :

. There lpvs been during the last de-
cade many thousand men in the Yukon
country prospecting, amd “mining an
the way from the Hootalingna River
to the Koya-Kuk, a distance of eight
hundred miles in a straight line. Hun-
dreds have gone away poor in pocket

Capt. Healy, manager of the North
Ammerican Transportation and Mining
Company, estimates that the output
of gold from winter dnift mining was
 about $2,000,000, and ‘that from sum-
mer -sluicing between $500,000 . and
$700,000.

As to the probable yield for the
coming winter and summer, the. es-
ticnates depend upon the number - of

shail not exceed §1 an hour 'and no
rich discoveries draw = many men
away, Bdgar Mizner, the secretary of

the yield should reach $11,000,000 from
these socurces:

000; ‘Hunker, $1,500,000; small creeks
and branches of these and side hill
claims, $500,000, and from other creeks
in the district,  $1,000,000.

ceed. :$5,000,000, for in that case the
richest mines would make smail out-
puts, while the poorer mines, being
worked on lays, would not pe affect-
ed. JOHN D. McGILLIVRAY.

COL. DOMVILLE SPEAKS.
(Victorfa Colonist, Nov. :30.)
In speaking of his trip to Skagvay,
Lieut.-Colonel Domville says. that the

road now under -comstruction from
Skagway 'to Lake Bennett is complet-

working at grading it. The road he
expects will be finished by February.

tion with the Kilondyke-Yukon-Stew-
art company. As to thé best route for
‘taking in supplies he beﬂaved . that
the Skagway road will be the most
favarable. Wagons will run. to Lake

ers will run to ‘the Wihite Horse rap-
ids to connsct with a tramway. On
the other side of ‘White Horse steam-
ers will run to Dawson.

on Miller Creek in Forty-Mile district. "

owners were trying to reduce wages |
| Klondyke miners offered $1.60.. ‘After |

eamers réfused to work. Soon' :the

men that will be employed.  If wages !

the Mine Owners’ Association, says i

Eldorado, $4,000,000; Bonanza, $4,000,- .

Captain Healy says that with wages |
at $i5.a day the yield may not ex-

ed for some six miles and 150 men are |

His trip to Skagway was.in connee- '

Bennett and from thére river steam--

Absolutely Pure

‘SPRINGHILL MINES.

James Fergusen Loses His Life

504

Manager Cowans: and Others Have a
Narrow Escape.

It is Hoped that the West Slope Will be
Started Up in a Short Time.

its hot prison and was then recovered.
The government mine inspector an
the. other officials who accompanied
him had one of the narrow escapes of
their lives' and an experience Wwhich
will be held on the body m{obwbly. #o-
day. . ok g
The pit in which the accident. oc-
curred is the one in which the sérious
explosion of Feb. 21st, 1891, took pldace,
killing one hundred and twemty-five .
mer., and leaving a large number of -
widews and orphans. About six hun-
dred miners were i the.east
and west slopes at the time of thé ex-
plosion.. ‘' This fact is noted because
Ferguson was -one of the brave fel-
lows who  first. voluniteered 1o ente
the' mine after the explosion  and
searci for the missing dead. He was
a fearless worker. ‘At the same pit
last Christmas day a fire broke out
in one ‘of the pipe slopes, which has
been buming for the whole Vear,
causing ‘much anxiéty and loss by the
closing of the slope, and now. adds
this latest horror to its sad list of
fatalities. R

One of our townsmen has been. con-
victed of viclating the Scott aot, and
has ben sent to the Amherst jall for
three months. ;

" The board of ‘trade at its last meet-
ing strongly recommended the town
council to appoint an inspector of
flues, stove piping and fireplaces for
Several boxes of coal were haisted
from  the west slope last Saturday.
and it is said ithat the slope will be
fully started as soon as the govern-
ment inspector comsiders the fire in
‘the east :slope. will. be no source of
danger to the workers in the west
. Much sorrow is: felt over the death
of ‘Wm. Bragg, which took place a few
days. ago in Arizona, It is only a few
momths ago: that he left River Philip,
with ‘his wife and two children, for
Arizona hoping to derive benefit to
his health.  His infant child died .as
soon as Anizona was Tveached, and
news has mow been receivad of the
death of the father. The widow is a

daughter ot the Rev. Dr. A:ul!mue
LAURIER'S LATEST,

e .

BRUSSELS, Dec. 8.—Le Patriot, a
Catholic-journal,: announces thar Can-
ada has proposed to .the vatican the

| establishment: of a. nuniciate at Ot-'

tawa.

MAKING SPOOL BARS.

“ A Doaktown. letter ‘to the Gleaner
says: “H. & F, D. Swim are embark-

“iog in a large enterprise, viz., the cut-

ting of six hundred thousand Sup.
feet of spool bars.' The Messrs.. Swim
“claiin that they have a contract with
parties in Scotland ‘and “are starting
out to engage in the work. They pur-
rose putting upa. mill in' the woods
en’ the Muzerall brook and saw the '
birch into’ bars ‘and | then haul the °
sawn wood te the track and pile it

there until spring, 'when it will- be
shipped.”




