
cordial manner m which the right hand of fellowship was extended to me 
" ""present, from the youngest member of the Lodge up to the vener- 

y*Sgfthe Order in America, E. G. Sire, Thomas Wildey, who 
wUh hrm hngTfch grasp, welcomed his youngest son from the North, will 
not readily be forgotten. '

Until our Charter was confirmed I was not entitled to a seat, but by 
courteous vbte of the Grand Lodge, the Representative from Nova Scotia 
and myself were^dmittef tothe floor of that 11. W. body. There were 
present upon this oc&asien Representatives from the luxurious South the 

rpold regions of the North, the enterprising hardr sons of the West,’ and 
theuipt less distinguished wisdom pf the East ; a "phalanx of warriors armed 

\ with the glorious weapons o ouf Order, Friendship, Lave, and Truth, 
and ready to stand forth in the strife in which our brotherhood is engaged—

. i the cause of unselfish, generous benevolence—the cause of common Philan- 
I" , thropy—ignoring all party>d political views, and endeavouring to unite 
| ?" "} a cause lnLwl"ch honeSiy of purpose is a prominent characteristic, a

bopd of union which requires not traditional lore to give antiquity to its 
origin, for in all ages those alone have been the recognised Odd Fellows 
who have proved themselves to be honest men. ■
.,Mt7 °f tbe ^hberations of the Grand Lodge were of great importance, 
and I have already laid before the Lodges in this jurisdiction copies of the 
minutes of the last communication, irorn which you will have learned what 
was done. The financial condition of the Order occupied much attention 
and m this connexion I may appropriately Introduce to you the subject of 
vital statistics: this subject has deservedly engrossed much deliberation,
nod,7hherTt are de,a!rousof makinS ends meet.it is of manifest im- 
por ahce that our expenditure should be closely regulated by the income
exnect3 "t probable casualties we have in the human course of events to 
the M W n” d ParQt!cu,ark direct your attention to the able reports of 
the M. W. Grand Sire and the R. W. G. Secretary. To both these 
officers we are greatly indebted for their warm interest in our branch of the 
tnthF* “a h thdm Personally 1 fe=l under many obligations. Referring

carethat ^ guard,as thc aPPle of our eye, the jewel confided

as

to our
I ft was an occasion of no small Hfgret to me, that I was unable to be
I ienZ, he,,8h0rt SeSS,0n held Brantford ; the reasons of my non-at-
II tendance are known to most of you, and it was quite out of my power to 

leave home at that time, having been so recently away from myP private
worth nlfieWentSfoI rCgret i6 the more from th= kn°wn and tried 
madeh °f‘be Bretllren of Gore Lodge, whose acquaintance I had previously 
made, and whose services to the Order I shall have occasion presently to
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