
PRESIDENT TAFT’ 
FIRST MF SS/«F

Washington, D. C., Dec. 7.—Presi-.ent 
Taft’s first tegular annual mes» age to 
congress was sent to that body to-cL. 
It consists of about £0,000 words, an 
at that leaves for subsequent discus 
slon in special messages the import 
ant subjects of anti-trust and inte
state commerce legislation as well as 
legislation for further laws to pro
mote the conservation of the natura 
resources. These questions are most 
ly referred to incidentally in the pres
ent message.

With regard to Nicaragua. Presi
dent Taft refers to the "sad tale of the 
unspeakable barbarities and oppression 
alleged to have been committed by the 
Zelaya government,” and to the fact 
that twer Americans were recently put 
to death by order of Zelaya himself, 
and says that this government is pro
ceeding “with deliberate circumspec
tion” to determine the exact truth and 
the course to be pursued "most con
sistent with its dignity, its duty to 
American interests and its moral obli
gations to Central America.”

“At the date when this message is 
printed this government has termin
ated diplomatic relations wljh the Ze
laya government, and reasons made 
public in a communication to the for
mer Nicaraguan charge d’affaires, and 
is intending to take such steps as will 
be found most consistent with Its dig
nity, its duty to American interest; 
and its moral obligations to Centrai 
America and to civilization. It later 
may be necessary for me to bring this 
subject to the attention of congress in 
a special message."

Sealing Problem.
The message in part is as follows:
“Negotiations for an international 

conference to consider and reach an 
arrangement providing for the preser
vation and protection of the fur seals 
in the North Pacific are in progress 
with the governments of Great Britain, 
Japan and’ Russia. The attitude of the 
governments interested leads me to 
hope for a satisfactory settlement of 
this question as the ultimate outcome 
of the negotiations.

“The question arising out of the Bel
gian anr exation of the independent 
si ite of the Congo, which has so long 
snd earnestly- pre-occupied the atten- 

■ •»-.■. the government and enlisted the 
- sympa» hy of our best citizens is still 

o; m, bur in a more hopeful stage. The 
announced programmes of reform, while 
striking at many of the evils known 
to exist, are an augury of better 
things. The attitude of the United 
States is one of. benovelent encourage
ment, coupled with a hopeful trust that 
the good work, responsibility under
taken and zealously perfected to the 
accomplishment of the results so ar
dently desired, will soon justify the 
wisdom that inspires them and will sat
isfy the demands of humane sentiment 
throughout the world."

Relations With' Orient.
On the relations of tie United States 

with the Orient the président says:
“In the Far East this government 

preserves its policy of supporting the 
principle of equality and opportunity 
and scrupulous respect for the integ
rity of the Chinese Empire, to which 
policy we pledged the interested pow
ers of both East and West.

“Our traditions.! relations wjth the 
Japanese Empire continue cordial as 
usual. The arrangement^ for a co
operative control of the immigration 
of laborers Ao the United States has 
proved to work satisfactorily. The 
matter of a treaty between the United 
States and Japan, which is terminable 
in 1912 is already being studied ter 
both countries.

"The actual cost to date of the Pan
ama canal, which is now half done and 
which will be completed January 1, 
1915, shows that the cost of engineer
ing and construction will be $297,766.- 
000 instead of $139,705,200 as originally 
estimated. •

New Tariff Act.
“Two features of the new tariff act 

call for special reference. By virtue of 
the clause known as the ‘Maximum 
and minimum' clause, it is the duty 
of the executive to consider the laws 
and practices of other countries with 
reference to the importation into 
those countries of the products 
and merchandise of the United 
States, thb minimum duties provided 
In the bill are to go into force. Un
less the president makes a finding, then 
the maximum duties provided in the 
bill, that is, an increase of 25 per cent, 
ad valorem olFer the minimum duties, 
are to be in force. Fear has' been ex
pressed that this power conferred on 
duty imposed on the executive is like
ly to lead to a tariff war. I beg to 
express the hope and bellèf that such 
need not be anticipated.

“The new tariff law enables me to 
appoint a tariff board to assist me in 
connection with the department of 
state, in the administration ot the 
minimum and maximum clause of the 
act, and also to assist 'officers of the 
government in .the administration ot 
the entire law. Àn examination of the 
law and an understanding of the na
ture of the facts which has been con
sidered in discharging the functions 
Imposed upon the executive Show that 
I have the power to direct the tariff 
board to make a comparative glossary 
and encyclopedia of the terms used and 
articles embraced in the tariff and 
cure information as to the cost of pro

se •

duetion of such goods in this country 
and the cost of their production in for
eign countries. I have, therefore, ap
pointed a tariff board consisting of 
three members and have directed them 
to .perform all thé duties above de
scribed."

Army and Navy.
“In the interest of economy- and be

cause of the prospect of a deficit. I 
Concuded on page 3.)

New Tariff and Reform in Ad
ministration of Law Dealt 

With.
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COMMERCIAL COUNCIL.

London, Dec. 7.—Sir Alfred Spicer 
has returned from Australia, w"here he 
presided at the congress of chambers 
of commerce of the Empire. He says 
he favors the idea of establishing an 
imperial commercial council so that 
the work of the congress, which meets 
every, three years, may be followed 
during the intervening period.

SNOWSTORMS ON 
PACIFIC COAST

SERIOUS DAMAGE
REPORTED IN OREGON

Los Angeles Experiences Cold
est Day in Thirty-two 

Years.

Seattle, w„sh., Dec. 7.—Snowstorms, 
accompanied by high winds and low 
temperatures, prevailed this morning 
along the greater extent of the Paci
fic coast. In this city ^ snow began 
falling early in the morning, following 
a night of extremely high wind, and 
at noon the ground was covered with 
a light fall of flakes.

A blizzard struck Portland at 3 
o’clock yesterday afternoon and con
tinued with lessened intensity this 
morning, six inches of snow having 
fallen. The damage wrought in the 
city and the Willamette valley is es
timated at several thousand dollars. All 
the telephone and telegraph wires to 
the south are down. The storm seems 
to be general over Oregon and South
ern Washington. In Portland, the 
storm is the severest experienced in 
years and street car service to-day is 
all but tied up. The weather bureau 
predicts that the temperature will rise 
to-day and that by to-morrow normal 
conditions should prevail.

Reports from California show an un
precedented snowfall, eighteen inches 
being ' recorded throughout Shasta, 
Trinity and Siskiyou counties. The 
wind catoe up yesterday evening and 
the snow was reported last night to 
be drifting badly. Railroads and stage 
lines will be hampered by the drifts.

From Southern California comes re
ports of unusually cold weather. At 
Los Angeles yesterday the temperature 
dropped to a_ maximum of 45 degrees 
and a minimum of 31, which is said 
tojje'the coldest day in that city f<r 82 
years. Pasadena and Redlands ret. ert- 
ed temperatures of 37 degree? Mount 
Wilson Is covered with 10 inches of 
snow and Mount Lowe lx' inches. ■ : n 
many places orchard ist.s fought the 
frost with smudges ail last night.

Dawson, Yukon, reports a tempe na
ture of 40 degrees below zero almost 
constantly for the past three weeks. 
This weather ts unprecedented for so 
early in the season.

DROWNS HERSELF IN CISTERN.

Body of Missing Girl Found in Six Feet 
of Water,

Fishkill Landing, N. Y., Dec. 7.—The 
body of Margaret Dauerty, 
student, who disappeared Sunday, was 
found late yesterday in the cistern of her 
father’s home at Hudson ville.

Miss Dauerty, whp was the daughter of 
Rev. William H. Dauerty, wandered away 
from tlie care of her friends yesterday 
morning. It was known that she had 
beêh fdreed to abandon her studies at 
Vassar because of mental strain due to 
overwork. '

A detective found her body in six feet 
of water at the bottom of the cistern. Ap
pearances indicated a carefully planned 
suicide, and no evidence of foul play was 
found.

the Vassar

AGENTS OF USURER FINED.

Montreal, Dec. 7.—Tjssey Davaney and 
Josephine Lamoureux, who pleaded guilty 
while acting as agents of D. H. Telman, 
to lending money at extortionate rates of 
interest, were yesterday fined $500 each, 
with the proviso that they remain In cus
tody not more than three months If the 
fines are not paid. The sentence comes 
a! the end of a long fight put up by Tol- 
man to do usury business in Montreal.

GRAIN CARRIER
GROUNDS ON SHOAL

Snowstorm Forces Number of 
Vessels to Remain in 

Port.

Soo, Mich., Dec. 7.—Steamer Wexford 
shortly after leaving New Ontario dock, 
on the Canadian side, early this morning, 
grounded oti a shoal between the govern
ment and ferry docks on the same side ot 
the river. Two tugs failed to move her 
as she is out three feet and will have to 
be lightened. She is loaded with grain 
from Fort William. A heavy snowfall 
has set in and vessels are lying up here 
rather than risk the heavy weather out
side.

WOODSMAN KILLED.

Baker City, Ore., Dec. 7.—Thomas Gam
ble, a woodsman, is dead, with hie body 
severed just below the waist line.

Gamble, while splitting logs yesterday, 
was using dynamite to aid him in the 
work when a stick of the explosive in his 
pocket Ignited. Gamble was 63 years of 
age.

DESTRUCTIVE BLAZE.

Essex, Dec. 7.—Fire, probably caused by 
the explosion of a gasoline engine In Nay
lor's mill on Sunday, threatened for a time 
to destroy the entire village. The public 
electric light plant, a flour mill, and a 
sash and door factory, all owned by fitly- 
lor, were entirely destroyed. The total 
loss is estimated at $50,000, with insurance 
of about $10,000.

TWO BOYS DROWN.

Tweed, Ont., Dec. 7.—Two sons, aged 
6 and 7, of Edward Kehoe, Of Actinollte, 
about five miles from here, were drowned 
Sunday while skating on thin loa.

It
1
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evening received an answer to his 
telegram acquainting 
Adams, of San Francisco, with the 
condition o9 the Smith’s Hill reservoir 
and the council’s hope that he would 
come to Victoria at his own expense 
and endeavor to make good. Mr. 
Adams expreses an intèntlon to come 
here and says he Is writing. This let
ter, which should reach here In a day 
or two, is, no doubt an explanatory 
statement ot Mr. Adams’ position in 
the matter.
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hI vVA-t Monday night’s meeting of the city 
council C. H. Topp forwarded a couple 
of communications setting out reasons 
why work had not progressed In 
certain sections of the city as he would 
have wished. He declared that the B. 
C. Electric Company had not main
tained the section of their tracks run
ning from Moss street to the cemetery 
according to promises.

Aid. Turner said that he in company 
with the city engineer had inspected 
May street and found it In bad condi
tion. The car company had not done 
the work they ought to have done, and 
which they promised to do. He favored 
the company being notified to put the 
street In proper condition at once to 
the satisfaction of the city engineer, 
otherwise the city would do the job 
and charge the same to the company.

Aid. Henderson said he was glad 
that the city engineer had at last taken 
a firm stand in the matter of the con
dition of May street. He had called 
attention to the matter six months ago.

In a farther communication the city 
engineer said:

“With regard to the numerous com
plaints emanating from the public and 
the press relative to the uncompleted 
condition of the surface drains during 
the recent rainstorms, I think It is 
only fair to myself to make known a 
few facts concerning these darinage 
improvements.

“In my preliminary report some years 
ago plans and estimates were prepared 
for some of the most necessary ihain 
surface drains. A by-law was then 
submitted to the ratepayers and de
feated, consequently nothing could be 
done. Last year the estimate was 
again submitted to the council asking 
for $174,101, of this amount only $150,- 
000 was sanctioned by the ratepayers’ 
In October, 1908, the outaly of which! 
was intended, according to the by-law, 
to cover the cost of the main surface 
drains only. I have therefore confined 
my attention to the completion çf the 
mains,- and upon preparing > state
ment I find there is approximately 
$20,000 left for this work, entirely apart 
from the connections, and there still 
remains a considerable amount, o< 
work uncompleted on the maliis.. iri 
Victoria West, Moss street and the 
Work Estate.

‘In my opinion it there are sùfflclent 
funds to complete the work which was 
intended in the by-law there will hot 
be one cent available for the laterals 
and connections.

“I might also state that owing to the 
large demand on the Pottery company 
it has been found Impossible to get 
sufficient pipe to carry out the work 
expeditiously.

“In conclusion I think In all fairness 
before such reports are brought before 
the public the facts relative to the 
matter should be more accurately ascr- 
talned.”

Aid. Raymond expressed the hope 
that this statement from the city en
gineer would be given due publicity by 
the press.

Mayor Hall said it was wrong to 
blame the city engineer for the lack of 
attention being given to the works he 
had mentioned. The city did not have 
the money. That was the long and short 
of it. It was not that the city engineer 
had not done work that he had been 
ordered to.

The letters were received and filed.
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MEASURING STRENGTH !

CREW OF WRECKED 
STEAMER SAFE

Gonnason & Co., and the Taylor Mill 
company, again asked, the city to pro
ceed to the execution of the lease of 
the foreshore which had been prom
ised the milling ’ companies. Mr. Fell 
pointed out that his clients did not 
ask the city to give any right which 
it did not poiisess, but they did insist 
that the council should be willing to 
go as far as it coud to living up to the 
terms of a former agreement.

Mayor Hall explained that the mat
ter was now receiving the attention 
ot the city Barrister.

HAS AN EYE
ON OAK BAY

VESSEL DRIVEN ASHORE 
ON CALIFORNIA COAST

DANGER OF TAIL
WAGGING THE DOG

First Mate of the Majestic Has 
Narrow Escape From 

Drowning.

Mayor Hall Scents a Conspir
acy and Warns 

Council.

BLIZZARD SWEEPS
SOUTHEASTERN ALASKA

rt© : t a
Steamer Jefferson Reports 

Stormy Trip From the 
North.

Mayor Hall took occasion at Manday 
evening’s meeting; or roe city council 
to utter a warning about the possibil
ity of the municipality of 6ak Bay 
securing powers inimical to thé city: of 
Victoria, This reference was made 
when a communication was read from 
the city solicitors calling attention to 
a notice of a private Bill which will be 
applied for by the municipality at the: 
next session of the legislature. Among 
the powers sought was the right to 
Hcénee hacks, autos, tally-hos and; 
(Other vehicles hired within or without 
the municipality and passing through 
the roads of that district. Anotiier 
power sought was that of purchasing 
water and waterworks wheresoever 
situated and to make agreements for 
acquiring waterworks or water supply 
and power to construct and lay pipes 
from waterworks or from any point 
where water is to be supplied through 
any roads, streets 
whether provincial, municipal or pri
vate and full power to pass the by-laws 
for such purpose. The city solicitors 
.pointed out that the powers sought by 
the municipality may seriously affect 
the jurisdiction of the city over Its 
roads and streets and furthermore 
seriously affect the interests of the 
transportation companies of the city.

His Worship, on the letter being 
read, remarked that if this application 
were granted by the legislature it 
would mean that Oak Bay could “do 
practically what It liked with Vic
toria. It would be a case of the tail 

, wagging the dog, all right." 
tinulng, the mayor said that the muni
cipality it given the powers asked for 
would have the right to lay water- 
mains right through the streets of 
Victoria from Victoria West, and noth
ing could be done to prevent them. It 

decided to ask the city solicitor 
and the barrister to watch the city’ÿ 
interests in the matter.

The application of the W. C. T. II- for 
the sum of $500 which has been prév
it usly voted but refunded, was grant
ed, it being explained by a deputa
tion that the money was now needed 
to assist in paying for the building 
which has been acquired on Store 
street. The board was thanked in be
half of the deputation by Mrs. Willis-

"iptain E.
from 

„„ arrived

Monterey, Cal., Dec. "
Keegan and his cre-- 
the wrecked s'=- 
at Monterey, 25 miles-north of the scene 
of the .disaster, late yesterday, and

- — •'V-.■«q •

told the story 6f the wreck.
Captain Keegan said that he en

deavored to keep his vessel 12 miles 
Off shore, but the strong westerly cur
rent, combined with the wind, carried 
her toward the land. One blade of the 
propeller had been lost during a re
cent trip from Puget Sound, and in the 
steamer’s crippled conditlôn it was im
possible to keep her on her course dur
ing the storm. The seas were breaking 
to a great height, and along the shore 
was a perpendicular - bluff, toward 
which the vessel was rapidly driven, 
soon striking on the rocks.

Port Townsend, Wash., Dec. 7.—A fear; 
fui blizzard is sweeping Over the coast’of 
Southeastern Alaska, according to re; 
ports brought by the steamer Jefferson, 
arriving late yesterday. Wjien the Jef
ferson was .at ppuglas roofs from several 
houses were blown off and other damage 
was done. A storm prevailed during the 
entiré trip of the Jefferson down the 
Coast. Officers of the steamer say the 
storm Was the severest during the season. 
Thé Jefferson was prevented from calling 
at one or two-of the canneries on account 
of the ice.

At daylight a boat carrying a line 
succeeded in reaching the shore, but it 

nearly four hours later before theTWO KILLED BY
EXPLOSION OF BOILER

was
crew was landed.

First Mate Tralnor had a narrow es
cape from drowning. . While climbing 
up the face of the bluff he fell a dis
tance of 20 feet into the sea, but was 
rescued by the sailors at the risk of 
their lives.

The stranded steamer, which has 
been carried up on the sandy beach 
under the bluff by the heavy seas, prob
ably will be à total loss.

The Majestic was built only a year 
ago. She cost $160,000. The revenue cut
ter McCulloch has gone to the scene 
of the wreck and will attempt to float 
the stranded vessel.

The McCulloch reported having pass
ed the tug Navigator with the lumber 
steamer» Excelsior in tow off Daven
ports landing, making slow progress 
toward San Francisco. The Excelsior 
was driven ashore at Moss landing 
during the same gale that wrecked the 
Majestic, but was floated.

or highways,

Driver of Express Wagon Who 
Was Passing Scene One 

of Victims.

Kansas City, Mo:, Dec. 7.—Two men 
were killed and four others injured fol
lowing the/explosion of a boiler in the 
basement of a six story building at 102 
Broadway, in the wholesale district here, 
late yesterday? One of the men killed 
was an expressman passing by on his 
wagon. The other victim and the injured 
were artisans employed in remodelling 
the building. The entire lower floors, 
which were vacant, collapsed.

Con-

MANY SOLDIERS AT
SCENE OF STRIKE

was

MINE OFFICIALS
ACCUSED OF NEGLECT

FRUIT GROWERS ORGANIZE:

Nelson, Dec. 6.—At a well attended 
meeting of the syndicate of fruit grow
ers who marketed small fruits by the 
co-operative method the past season, 
held at the board of trade offices, with 
C. W. Busk in the chair, those present 
organized themselves into a committee 
to take up the organizing of an asso
ciation for the purposes of co-operation 
in marketing fruit, and in purchasing 
boxes, fertilizer and other necessary 
supplies for the cultivation and (lack
ing ot fruit. The details of the organi
zation will be carefully worked out, but 
the general plan operated upon the past 
season will be followed. In the mean
time a canvass will be made to dis
cover how large a membership can be 
seetlred for the association.

To promote the undertaking, E. K. 
Beeston, who acted as agent of the- 
syndicate the past season, will prob
ably visit some of the principal fruit 
growing points in the district, Harrop, 
Crawford Bay, Thrums and others and 
hold meetings.

Report That Strikers Are Pre
paring to Attack the 

Militia.
Failure to Operate Cage Al

leged to Have Been Respon
sible for Loss of Life.croft.

The salt water mains will be ex
tended by running an eight-inch main 
cm Government street from the pres
ent main On Herald stret down as far 
as Discovery street, if the neeesary 
funds can be raised.

The contract for the supply of brass 
goods for the waterworks department 
will be awarded to the Victoria Ma
chinery Depot at $2,710.80, provided the 
goods are made in Victoria. The con
tract for lead pipe was divided be
tween A. Shret and the Colbert Plumb
ing & Heating company at $4.30 per 
cwt.

Charlestown, W. Va„ TOee. r.—m a tele
gram to Governor Glasscock to-day Gov
ernor Hannon, of Ohio, sa/ he has been 
informed that some of the strikers and 
strike sympathizers at Bridgeport,. Ohio, 
have1 planned to congregate 
Wheeling island, on the West Virginia 
side ot the Ohio river, and from there to 
open fire on the Ohio militia stationed at 
Bridgeport.

Governor Glasscock has taken up the 
matter with the Sheriff of Wheeling, who 
is investigating, 
cers have been ordered to keep in touch 
with their companies so as to be ready to 
move on short notice.

The plants of the American Sheet and 
Tin Plate Company did not «resume opera
tions yesterday, as reported they would. 
There are 1,500 state troops here.

Cherry, Ill., Dec. 7.—The testimony yes
terday at the coroner’s Inquest into the 
St. Paul coal mine disaster, in which 300 
lives were lost, was directed towards 
showing that officers of the mine had not 
made an early effort to rescue the min
ers.

on. upper

Mrs. Jemima Miller, widow of a miner, 
testified that she had seen coal being 
hoisted from the mine as late as 2 o’clock, 
which, according to other testimony, was 
two or three hours after the fire was dis
covered.

George Jones, a carpenter, employed 
In the mine, testified that a hoisting cage 
that was supposed to be attached to the 
bottom of the main hoist to lift miners 
from the third vein in case of fire, was 
not attached. The alleged failure to 
keep the third vein cage in working or
der is said to have been directly respon
sible for the deaths of most of thq men 
employed in the third vein level.

The commanding offi-

takeThe cemetery committee will 
into consideration the offer of William 
Irying to sell the city a site for ceme- 

He will sell 28 acres CIVIC NOMINATIONS,.

J. A. Lee Opposes Mayor, Keary In Con
test at New Westminster.

tery purposes.
of land on the Cedar Hill road for 
$14,000 or 20 acres for $10,000. *

On recommendtion of City Treasurer 
Kent, James McL. Muirhead was ap- 
pcinted clerk In the treasurer’s office 

,on the permanent staff. H. E. Beas
ley, of .the E. & N. company wrote, 
saying that the temporary walk over 
the railway bridge which had been 
constructed by the city encroaches on 
Mrs. Munn’s property to the extent of 
three feet, and that the owner would
bA satisfied to let the bridge remain Ottawa. Dec. 7.—Hon. W. S. Fielding 
there if the city would give an. under- announced In the Hbuse of Comblons yes- 
taking that no claim would He against tei'day afternoon that the budget speech 
the property. This undertaking will wiU probably be delivered on Tuesday of 
be given. next week. It is hoped to finish the rte-

1 Thornton Kelt solicitor for Lemon, bate on the budget before Christmas.

’ MRS. H. M. HOWELL DEAD.

New Westminster, Dec. 6.—Civic nom
inations to-day were as follows:

For mayor, Mayor W. H. Keary and 
John A. Lee,

For aldermen (seven to be elected) 
—J. Carter Smith, A. W. Gray, George 
Adams, John J. Johnston, John B. Jar
dine, A. Hardman, M. Sinclair, J, Cam
eron, H. Gilley, J. N. Altchlson, C. A. 
Welsh, J. C. Blair, T. H. Smith, J. S. 
Bryson, R. Watson.

For school trustees (two to be elected 
for two years)—T. J. Trapp, P. Peebles 
and Dr. T. B, Green.

(Spécial te the Times.)
Winnipeg, Dec. 7 —Mrs. H. M. Howell, 

wife of Chief Justice Howell, of Mani
toba, died on Sunday evening at Pasa
dena, Cal.

BUDGET SPEECH IN
COMMONS NEXT WEEK

PROSPERITY REIGNS. «-
New York, Dec. 7.—That industrial pros

perity rules throughout the United States 
and that the business men of the country- 

.'expect it to continue, is shown In reports 
from 3,000 representative firms, compiled 
by the National Association of Manufac
turers and just made public here.

FIRST ENGINEER ON
RESERVOIR SPEAKS

•H. A. Icke, Who Resigned Posi
tion, Makes Public 

Statement

At Monday night’s meeting of the city 
council toe following letter, addressed 
to Aid. Ross by H. A. Icke, the first 
engineer to be placed in charge of the 
Smith’s Hill reservoir, was read:

“I resigned to avoid being respon
sible iji any way for certain works and 
workmanship, the character of which 
I could not approve and which I had 
not the authority to alter. The occa
sion of my leaving was the com
mencement of the concrete lining ot 
Smith’s Hill Reservoir. While I had 
little confidence that even If every 
care was exercised in the execution of 
the work, that it would be entirely 
successful, I felt certain that If It 
was carried out as It had begun ser
ious trouble would follow.

“With reference to what the water 
commissioner has said with regard to 
my not stating my reasons for my 
leaving, the commissioner well knew 
that I was dissatisfied in many ways, 
and when I called at his office to tell 
him that I wished to leave it was 
not my purpose to make any further 
fuss. On returning to Smith's Hill, 
however, and re-inspecting the work, 
I felt that It was my duty to state 
emphatically what I thought of the 
concrete. I thereupon, before going 
out to Elk Lake to square matters up 
there, rang up the water commis
sioner and told him that I did not ap
prove of the character of the con
crete and that he must consider the 
foreman responsible. I may say that 
the commissioner had dealt directly 
with the foreman all along.

“On leaving I- went for a trip to 
California, and when in San Fran
cisco I called at the consulting engi
neer’s office and was prepared to tell 
him, for his own protection, what I 
thought of the work, but I found that 
he was then in Victoria. That I had 
correctly guaged the situation that it 
was useless for me to take any stand 
Is, I think, fully borne out by the 
following facts: The consulting engi
neer visited the works immediately af
ter my leaving and that although Mr. 
Kempke was appointed to succeed me, 
no Improvement was made 
character of the work and the leakage 
Is actually worse than I had expect
ed.”

This letter was written from the 
King Edward hotel the day previously 
and Ald. Ross explained that he atip- 
posed it was brought out in eonse- 

' quence of 'his reference to Mr. Icke’s 
connection with the work at the last 
meeting of . the streets, bridges and 
sewers committee of the council.

Mayor Hall wa» the only member of 
the board to offer any comment on the 
letter. His worship said that Mr. Icke, 

true, should

t. in the

if hts allegations were
to him and told him of 

before he went 
bade him

have cpme 
what he suspected

He had, * however,
r

away.
good-bye and asked him for a recom- 

’ rnendation to someone In California, 
which he had given him. He had 
never said a word to him about there 
being anything wrong at the reservoir.

Aid. Mable remarked that possibly 
Mr. Icke was not so sure then

that there was anything wrong
as

now
with the reservoir. 

The letter was then received and
filed.

Mr. Icke Interviewed.
Mr. Icke was seen by a Times re

porter at the King Edward hotel on 
Tuesday and asked If he had anything 
to add to tie statement whlsh he had" 
handed to Aid. Ross. Mr. Icke said 
there were one or two misstate
ments which had been made which 
be wished to correct.

In regard to the observations of the 
that he had not, when leaving,mayor ■

said anything about his dissatisfac
tion With the work being done at the 
reservoir, It was true that he had not 
mentioned It to the mayor at the time 
hq was leaving, for thé reason he did 
not want to go over the heads of the 
responsible officials. The day he felt 
he’had tried to see the mayor at the 
office when he might have offered 
some reason,for leaving so abruptly, 
but the mayor was not In his office 
and consequently he only had a few 
minutes’ conversation with 
the street. Mr. Icke was asked if he 
had anything to add to the statement 
in his letter as read on Monday, “the 
commissioner well knew that I was 
dissatisfied In many ways," but he did 
not care to amplify It. That state
ment, he said, was sufficiently clear.

Mr. Icke added that on returning 
to Victoria about the time that the 
reservoir was completed and when ru- 

current that It was leaky

him on

mors were
he bhd gone to the mayor and told him 
all that he had ever told Mr. Raymur 
about the condition of the work as he 
saw it when it was being constructed.

Mr. Icke, who is an Englishman by 
birth, has had large experience In en
gineering works in England, South 
Africa and Canada. He was In charge 
of large waterworks projects in Eng
land and was engineer-in-charge of a 
huge waterworks scheme at Pieter
maritzburg which cost £200,000. On 
times getting bad in South Africa, in 
consequence of the war he came to 
Canada and -was divisional.engineer in 
charge of the C. P, R.’s irrigation 
works in Alberta. Later he came to 
Victoria and entered the employ of 
the corporation before 'Mr. A4ams was 
given charge of the work of. construct
ing the reservoir.

Asked if, in his opinion, it would 
cost a large sum to repair the faults 
which had been discovered in the 
reservoir, Mr. Icke said a , consider
able sum would have to be expended, 
but the Important thing, for the 
City to look after in his opinion was to 
see that the work was done properly, 
a* If another mistake were made the 
(blunder would prove disastrous.

Adams Sending Letter.
Water Commissioner Raymur last
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