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the approach of the man who paused
in the doorway to gaze at her in
troubled surprise. _

He was a tall and slender young |
fellow, with a_handsome
eye clear, frank and keen, :
mouth which, but for the moustache
which shadowed it. might have been
pronounced too strong for beauty.

A moment he stood looking wuh |
growlng pity upon the grieving wo-

, and then he turned and silent-
ly t.lp-wcd across the room and
Standing there he
seemed to ponder, and then,
stepping back to the vacant
form, he seated himself-in-the teach-
er's chair and idly opened lhn.. szzt..;
of the volumes scaticred h
desk, smiling as he read the name,

ferly, written across the | dressed Robert Brierly,
the first sight of the outstretched fig-
and the

and were scattering,

pruups, llildn Grant stood for a mo-
v.ent beside her desk, rigid, and with
the anguish of her soul revealed,
. this instant of solitude, upon her

‘He is dead!™ she  murmured. “X
know it, T feel it! He is dead.”” Her
vxe, even to hersell, sounded hard
She lifted u cold hand
her eves, but there were no tears
, suddenly, she - re-
mbered her guest.

king weakly up the steps,
ber coming  from the school r
with u glass of water in her hand,
which she proflered silently. old Charley,” he said to
himself as he closed the book. 1] g
wonder how he enjoys his pcdn.goglc

llay I come u.mide for

they

he lifted hls eves Lo the (Ilnk on lln,-
and the strangeness
seemed to strike
him with sudden force and brought

1lilda Jed the way in silence, and,
when her visitor was seated, came
and sat down opposite her. 3
you tell me what you can?"’ she ask-

= - Oniy it is so little. I
have been for some time a guest at

|

l

scattered books!

in Your pure air and
., from the cfiects of sor-
row and long illncss.
about these hills and along the lake
lshore almost daily.””

brown-tressed head
» bowed down in that
other room in an agony of sorrow?
”.l“ a doflen quick strides brought doctor s
the door of communi-
and this tinse hle strong,
urm_footsteps were heard,
bowed head lifted itself wes \r'l,\‘,
the eyes of the two met,
tioning the other.
“I beg your parfion,””

“as vou drove past more than once.
> i vou se¢ we this morn-

«d this spot at eight
. perhaps, earlier. My
jan has cautioned me against
and this morning 1 did
go quite so far as usual,
lcause on yesterday I went too far.
1 had turned my peny toward home
that wvretty mill where
» little streams join the lake, and
was driving slowly homeward when
this Mr. Doran—is not that right?—
. Doran stopped me to
‘if T had seen a man, a tall,

Slowly, as if fasc
came toward him,
terror in her face.

“I am Robert Drierly.
v brother here at his |
Will you tell me—""

But the sudden cry
checked him, and
as -Hilda-Grant,

ggaeeseas? |

&

&

&

down upon the low

“I told him ves, and in a moment S0 )
and- sitting there with her f

someone appeared at the top of the
Indian Mound, and called out that
lln- man was found."
““How-tell me how?"”
Mrs. Jamieson drew
and looked into the glrlll face with
<'mngl' lmemm

for the ‘grief that
soon overwhelm him and strike
happy light from his face
Sobs - choked her utterance,
young man stood near her uncertain,

must Iﬂ-

* she suid in a strangely hes-
her eves swiftly
sramnlng the pnle face.

&

the direction of the town the s

and Hilda sprang to her feet with a  lage.

&

.

You s say he ia injured.
Tell me all—the worst!”’
, erect, black-clad
figure drew back, a sudden under-
standing and apprehension dawning
She moved her lips, but
no sound came from them.

’l'-l. mu" cried the girl again.

& ulusl ltll you;

&&

\nu must mv too

swayved heawily, and was cuught in

[‘%@@

It was a brief swoon,
s, ant looked about

. I understand now.”
lady drew weakly back in the seat !
to be compelling her
own éves and lips to steadiness.

We must be calm—both
I—I am nat strong: 1

y

. and applied some

quickness and case of a woman,
he now held a glass to her lips
She drank feverishly,

kell The man, Mr. noran
asked me‘m wait in the road
He came back soon, and
said |ba|. weumust find the ydoctor
and the coroner at once;
been an accident #ad- the man—the
for “llo.n theys u—arcbod——\\as

turned toward him.
“I atn Hilda:Grant,’”

{ bu.d- 1y to her fest. o' 1 T. '
’I‘o such women as are not seriously out
heah.h but who have exacting duties
| pei either in the way of house-
cares\or in social duties and func-
“whigh\seriously tax their strength,

help you: 1 am J‘,Qov'.

“I_shall not faint,”
. in a ‘hard strange voice, and
. Ltog, arose quickly,
straight swiit sieps . through
« door betwéén the rooms
nrtl out of sight.
5. Jamieson stood looking after
for a moment, as if in doubt and
theén she put up an . un- |
hand and drew down~
folded back from
tiq‘_mo_uming bonnet.

ime. TM'F"orltoPlescﬂp-
proven a great boon to expectant
mounmlvy prepariug the system for the
| ‘eoming of baby, thereby rendering child-
birth safe, easy, and almost painless.
1~ Bear in mind, please tha

Favorite Prescription is not a secret or
patent medicine, against which the most
intelligent people are quite naturally
averse, because of the nnemamty as to

She turns from mc as l!—nnd ycr.
1 h‘\d to tell her!
I shall ‘break down ‘
.md 1 must _hot.

then walking slowly she went
of "' school rooni. down the stone
. and through the gale, town-
.. slowly at first, and then her

but I8 & MEDICINE OF KNOWN mlmsx-.
Ti0%, & fall list of all fts inggedients bel
mtnpm-wuh,oncvmbotﬂe-

m nsion growing in her eyes.
Oh" she murmured as she  hur-
““what a horrible morning!’”

And i"en she stafted hssterically as
¥ _shriek of the beolning fast mail

- | With more

mur'mu-e&wz:w a sigh nl relief |
- paused -sun‘m

i*hiy . Lrother's friend! 1
{ that i to bet”

“Bos no rot now. smbivg has |
You sheuld have gou

\\xlh lhon men—with the d
Thx'y are geing to bring him ugk"'
“Miss  Grant, sister!”
 had closed firmly upon her Wrists,
. and his voice was finn. Yoy must
| tell e the worst, quick- Don't seek:

! to spare me; think of him! What is

.n--

with his pistol, they say,
i at a target.  He is dead!”
““Dead! Charley: ~dsad? Qulck!
| Where is he? I must see, T must Oh?
there must be some horrible
titke.””
He sprang
'she was beiore him.
“Go-this way. Fere is his wheel.

| Take it. Go south—the Jake shore—

! the Indian Mound.’

A moment later a young man with
mouth’ and tragic
{eves was flying toward the Indian

pallid face, sct

fiis hands

from home early,
to l.hoot.

mis-

toward the door, but

and one limb, the left, dnvn up.
ot far from the outstretched .
rii-and hand Jay

chambers empty, a fact which Mr. |

Doray had just discovered, and m

now holding in reserve.

The doctor, upon his discovery ol
4he sccond wound, had at ence flung
his own handkerchief ova' the pro-
strate head, and called for the car-
robe from his own phaeton,
which. fortunately for the wind and |
black pony, had stood
ready at his office door, and was
mow in Waiting, the horse tethered
wntreuatlhcmlgeolthcwood

riage
legs of the

not far away.

This lap robe Robert Brierly re-'
verently drew away as he knelt be-
side the still form, and thus, for
some moments remained, turning his

the pistol, a six-
shooter, which the brother at once |
recognized, with two of the six

! P baing 1
.mwummu 1
m.m“ﬁ'muo th‘docwl. ho |
%?mm making
Yoionnnts  devasgen I

of a j and  after
glﬂn('az::qﬁlﬂm loum'.

him away, say!
“*Tell the peop

“it is mot yet de-
termined how or hen we shall hold
the inquiry. Miss Grant, who must
"be a witness, will hlrdly be able to
appear at onece, T fear,” for, after
looking at his guest's bodily com-
fort, the doctor had left him to be
‘alone with -.his grief for a little
while, and had paid a flying visit to
Hilda Grant, who lived nearly three
Llocks away.

When at length the little house was
ouiet, and when the doctor and his

. Nound upon a swift wheel, and in gaze from, ri.g'h!, $0-Jetk,. from- - the heavy-hearted companions had made
!the school room, pronme upon the | BYeat tfee which grew close at . the sretense * of taki f a lunch
Fo = = t mnotionless  fect, and beiween the|® Pretcnse‘of par ng of a lunch-
‘oor a girl lav in a death-like | group and -~ the water's edge, its | {eon, the former, having shut and

| swoon. =t ["branches spreading out above them Io:-kcd the door upon the elderly Af-
o 2 | and forming-a canopy over the body trican who served  him, drew his.

CHAPFER ITL 4 | to a dead stump some distance away, c.m(:r clese to that ef his guest and

here a- smal ! lcaned, its .
e - Nilerly hire- you. girong where a smail  target cane i HK you w ling: 1o ldls cowg]

“enough to UCAF W second Shoek? 1

SISt EONIOr  WATH you Tﬂ(’ii?
fore we remove the body.”

It was Doctor Barnes who thus ad- |

who.

{ ure upon the lake¢ shore,

shock of horror and anguish,

had turned away from the group hov-
ering about the doctor, as he knelt |

beside theé dead,
alone.

Doctor Parnes,
skilled phy an, possessed
-other qualitics necessary to
| cessful carecy/ in nw«h
prompt u;/ act,
man?. . /

to face

Poln,rt Brierly was leaning against

u tall tree, his back toward
group by the water's edge,
face pressed aga
trunk.

He lifted his head as
poke, and turned a

set face toward him.
his dark eyes
cient that he was ready

white,

nlh('r blow.
The two men moved a few
away, and then the doctor said:
“I must be brief.
you not, the theory, that
fity?”

It was an accident, of ruur<c g3
“They make it that, or suicide.”
*“Never! Impossible! My

a God-fearing

nan.”

“*Still, there is a bullet hole
: where seli-inflicted wounds are
tenest made.”’
i v groaned aloud.
s ““1 Will never believe it.””
“You need mnot.”

““Mr. Brierly,
wound in the back!™

"l'hc back ! And that mecans—""

*It - §id murder,
doubt.
take ks mark in this open
land, along the lake.
ing

Wirit,"”
about to speak, *““we have no
to discuss motives now,
sible - assassin.
know is, do
known now—at once?”’”

*“I—1  fear

“*Stop, man!
men have alrcady jumped at
ory, the thought occurred
that the work of the officers
be made
of ageident stand.””

He broke off,
other. He
faces,
he had not been deceived

The young man's fofm g
denly ecrect and tense, his éye

n * she | and resolute

“You are
sudden energy,
other’s band.
enlightened yet.™

he said,

hey

““Then, the sooner =~ we are back
where we can guard this secret,” the
sajer it .Will be. Come. This is
hord for vou, M. Brierly, T know,
avd Feouid ) Dt ords,
no mailer how athétie
cannrot lig Lhis

sour forti-

k. Will you

rvice T can

N _or-as
Ling2tt

i a inoment

and the four

face and
k to the

pistol. Dorar

the doctor ~p.
c.num ra
“Certainly nnl

Doe
whether those
RMI. wrged or not.

feel, if T coulc
chambers bad

You see,”” he to hjis

? 4 feef, “when We raw kp.-\-

vwhat we had to do, and it has boen

‘hands 00" We've only used  our
eves so far forth.””

“And that I wish to do now

calmuess,”” shtd
Rriecly,
and kneeling beside it.

It lay less than six foet from
very water’s ﬂlv'c

igts all | fair when living, nnd Was now mar-
un- | pie-white, save for the blood-stains
leading where the |
The hair, of
that soft blonde celor, seen oftencst
“upon the heads of children, und rare- | ond established my 6ffice in a msy
1y upoh adulis, was thick and fine,

upon the,
n:ilet had entered.

right temple,

m‘lolg

i.rings of white
- Lshowing how
| had sent the ball, ciose and closer,
until the bull's eye was picrced at |

after

his grief |

. besides being a
three |
a suc- |
was |
hu- |

The look in
was assurance suffi-
to  listen
and st H able to maniully endure an- !

steps

You know, do |
of these |
‘men, as to the cause of this calam-

brother
man, a happy

just |
of-

Still,”" he

el Doctor Barnes
sanxk his voice to a yet lower pitch
there is a second bul-

| very
without a’ |
No huntsman could so mis-
wood-
Besides, hunt- |
is not allowed “so- near the vil

| could happen,’’

as the young man was |
time |
or the pos-

What I ‘wish to
vou want this fact

I don’t unde¢rstand. |
Would you have my brother's name

Knowing that these
a the-
to me
might
casier if we let the theory

looking keenly at the
was a good judge of
and in that of Hebert DBrierly

2w sud-
keen

with
he caught at the
must not be,

plaee

in - his capaeity u|'

I wamtea to
side

fobert, |,
coming close to the body . private oflice.
{*Mr. Brierly.
the
the body of a
“itian, awith a deli-

often. a—steady

last.

No word was uttered as he knelt}
there, and before he arose he placed !
the dead man’s shoul-
| der with an impul8ive caressing mo-

a hand wupon

over the body ard arose.

““That was a vow
doctor, who stood close beside
“Where is—ah!"'s
the group of men
knelt,

who,

“*Which of you
had fallen—tripped

dril of wild ivy entangicd and hrok—; Voutd-gasts

Len. |

“Oh!”" exclaimed Drierly. “You
saw that, too?”

“It was the fivst thing I did see,””
said the other, coming to his side, |
“wkhen 1 locked about mv It's
very clear ., Mr. Brierly.
Target - shooting has been  quite
a pa ne  here: lately And see!

{ There covldn’t be a better place to
| stand and shoot at that target, than
right against thet iree, braced
it. It's Thgp TIENT distance

He must ha
when he hit
made a quick for
his foot in that v

vard step

{ man will naturally throw out his

| arm in falling so, especially the

right one, and in deoing t some- !

i how, as he lunged forw it hap-
nen-w).”

“les)” murmnred firk “1t is a '

simple thonry
ha\u happened so
“There wasn’t other

any way

an’s companions. And at that

look toward the long
divested of its plumes,

vet. floor.
It was the doctor® who
tended the lifting of the body,

pathetic burden,

“I'N  drive Mr.
town, Doran,’”” he said,
mind taking his wheel in
and scarcely waiting for
willing —assent, -he took
Brierly’s arm ‘and led him
his phaeton.

The young man had picked up his
brother’s hat, as they lifted the body
car-
laying it gently

from. the ground, #nd he now
ried it in his hand,
upon his knees as he_took his seat.

When the doctor. had taken his
place and picked up the reins he lean-
ed eut and looked about him. Two
or three horsemen were riding into
the wood towhrd them, and a car-
riage had halted at the side of the
road, while a group of school boys,
headed by Johnny, the bel' ringer,
Wer hnrr\mr :hmn the slope to-

I the w: s odge,
wy're I nuing to gather,” the
phy sician said grimly. = “Well it's
huwnan pature. and vour brother had
a host of friends, Mg, Brierlv .V

Robert Brierly  set "his - lips _and
averted his face for a monient

“Doran,” called the doctor “Come
here, will vou.”’

Doran, who had btegun to push the
shining wheel up she slope, placed it
carciully’ against a tree and  came
toward them. The doctor mean-
while turning to Brierly

“AMr. Brieply, you are a stranger
here Will you let me arrange” for
yvou?'?

i'lie other nodded, and then

huskily:  ““But it hurts to take him
to 4n undertaker's!”” '

““He shall not be taken there.” and
the doetor turned to Doran now

stand'ng at.the wheel.

‘Mr. Doran,
and ride ahead as fast
drive to.my house.
o;en Jt.

It is only
wish another to do-for me.

in a like atiliction.”” And this

no terrors.
“I -am a bachelor, you must
know,'" the doctor said, as they

drove slo\vly in. the wake of

cottage mear the village proper.

to franie the hand- | will save vou the ordeal of ulrnnge
some face in close half rings that no . eves,-
barber's skill mld ever. subdué or

and
if yvou ‘will
dr mrv. n.lun £

ny qucsuom,

and black and red
hand '

,”" Le said to the
him.
He turmed toward
when  he
had withdrawn to a respect- | W€
| able distance.
the |
and his
the trees rugged |
the

SUZEE sted  that he |

» stoed there, |
the buil’s Seve, he |
caught
and tripped. !

It—it might |

it
muttered one of Dor-
mo- |
{ ment the wheels of an approaching
vehicle were heard, and all turned to
black hearse,
and with two
or three thick blankets upon 1ts vel-

superin-
keep-

ing the head covered, and when the
| hearse drove slowly away
he turned to Doran.
lin(rlv back to
‘if you dun t

with its

Richard
toward

will you take my kevs
as possible?
Tell the underteker, as you pass, to
Then, go on and
We will put the body in the
Do not remonstrate,
what I would
and mine
was
the rule by which this man lived his |
life and because of which death had

the |
hearse. ““And T have made my home |

perhaps, tHe sedmed
gnost lor a dny ' stupor nhi&.

[ With nie, Mt "Brierly? And are -you
quite fit and ready to talk ahoul
what is most important?’”

“1 am most anxious for veur ad-
vice, and for information.’

“Then, let us Iose no time; there
is much to be done.”

““Doctor,” Robert Brierly bent to-

| tion, and bending down, kissed the | Ward the other and placed a hand
cold temple just above the crimson upon his knee. “There are cmergen-
| death mark. ‘Then, slowly, reverent- cies which bring men together and
| 1y, he drew the covering once more | feveal them, each to each, in a flash,

as it were. 1 cannot feel that you
know me really, but I know you,
and would trust vou with my dear-
Cst  po! ssion, or my most danger-
ows secret.  You will be frank with
T know, if you speak at all: and
I want you to tell me something.”*

“Vhat is it?"”

“You have told me hoy, in

your

PDoran came forward and silently | OPinion, my poor brother really met
| pointed o the foot of the tree, | his death. Will vou put yourself "‘
| where, trailing across the grass, and | /1Y place, un}l "'," me how you |
| past the dead man’s feet, was a ten- ! would act  in this horrible emer-

geney?  What is the first thing you
The doctor's answer came after a
moment’s grave thought.
“I awm, I think, a Christian

said, gravely, “‘but I ‘think—bah: 1
| know that T would make my life's
work to find out the truth about

that murder, for that it was a wmur-
der 1 solemnly believe.”

5 CHAPTER IV,

Itobert Brierly caught his breath.
““And your reason,”’ he gasped, Jfor
vou have a reason other than  the

mere l.ut of llu‘ bullet-wound in the.| \\c \\nl l.du- m ke

neck .’

*“I have secn just such deeds in thy | but *‘u' can be '-u~l~'|
more or Io'sS, I‘or a few

wild west and 1 know how
done But this is
knowledge.

also prole

Besides, 1man, cali res
| son to vour aid!  Oh, T expect too |
wich he hurt is too fres Yo

but the n»

by accident, be it by his own han¢
or that of anc her, is not shql
twice.”’

“Good heavens

can only feel now.

no!"’

“But when o who creeps up«
his victim, un wes, -shoots h
frass-behind, and, as he falls, fe
ing the work is. not complet

shoots again, the  vietim, as
must see, receive; the wound fuptl
to the front as the body falls foi-
ward and partially turns in falliz
Do you see? Do you comprehend?”’

“Yes.”" Brierly shuddered
“Brierly, this talk is hurting yo
cruelly. l.et us drop details, or

luw(pnno them?’

tial omes. I ~mus
Go on, doctor.
quite 1 you. It looks lik
a murder, n.tl we must—I mu
know the truth-—must find the o
who did the deed. Doctor, advis
me.”"
‘About—*"
“How to begin, no time should be

lost

“That meabs a good detective, as
soon as possit! Do you chance to
know any

Ty

> a tele-

broke uh Doctor
Barnes I make a sugges
tion?’
Anything I secmn unable to
think.""
“And mo wq ! 1 know the right
man for yeu i +i8 in Chicago. You
was in hospital prac » - for
@ d bave also had m
of —prigon— experience Whi
s cd-b met a-man  name
i Engiishman, who for
¢ ¥ spent the greater
tof t 1 this country, —in
engo, ¢ here's a mystery
& ar ‘ ! to the man
nnected
wit 1 ol e but he
is one of rédd §
)

L he t r
i k case it \
¢ certein-to attiog
e is ' ¢
emiled ¢ olhers are
ke d erd not s
30 fur  ald'd as is  Fer-

him skil)ful?’*

address?'” '
n te walk |
A to glow

T
; dn ro- know- his

Ifrie rly got up and b
abeut, lis
with the excitement  so e
pressed, cause we can't pet him
hore too soon.” Q‘

“I agree 'wWith vou. And new
Lthing more.  To
vantage

eves beginn

be shanld not
and the inquest should not begin un- |
til he is here.”

“Can® that be managoed?’” 9

“I think’ so.” n

Drierly w nn now mnervously eager. ’
to have shaken-off the |

m “upou " anu hold hiw, nad bis
and uug;t’nhona eame-thi
urse, in

Doctor,. she is
hlmiuimu;mﬁn

a pitiful little while it

they have been so luwy e
The doctor was silent a

hh em:.umed_uux. el

You know lhe was vaq

lhnn a cousin_anyw

m (‘lueugd t.oo,
"Yen, surely he ougm. to
heér

come up, lln Marcy. I—I'm
you told me of this. Thank

Ten minutes later Poctor
was hestening toward the |
office, where he sent away this “
ular and wordy message:

“Yom' cousin, Miss Hilda  Grai ,

Come, if possible, by first M

“That will feteh him,” - he mu‘.
hastened humewan‘l
rars never breoks a prumme.w
I little expected to bave to fm
him of it within the year.”

“Well,"" bogun Brierly; when MQ-'

Was she “’I“lnb
“Willing anG anxious.

brave and sensible little ‘woman ﬁ.-—

| will do her part, 3

for one moment bvhowd in the the-

ory of an accident.’

vill receive me?

\h(, lnsu&n |hgg,

he |

At first T ubj.w-s.»l. g
count of her weakness, A
Jlief that we should bo

they are |

icss l.uu_ Lo as
to compare his watch with
the doctor’s Dutch clock.

'lt. will be the longest three hours_
* he said, and a N
:mgh hnnu- frmn his lips.
But, before the first hour hndp.’-
Arom - the (elegraph office
a blue envelope, and the-

“De with you at 6.20.
When the first suburban trlln lor
village station, Doctor Barnes waite

of medium height and square English
step down from the smokin

wd ook mdxﬂ't,renlly
There was the usual throng of gap-
ing and curious villagers, and some
of them heard .the stranger say,
he advanced toward the docter, whe
w ‘mml with his small medicine case

is this doctor—doe-
“And when the doctor
he asked quickly,

and weak, We
had a terrible shock,

the two men had left

s awfully good of you;

so, T eould not explain

“F understand that you needed me,
rgood for vty little

made haste,”” he,

gup- | !

. did yon ever gou or hlh;r‘ Q!
‘v who had fallen direc
nd fuce doWnward, wmmung
be km,“,,’, hnl 10 h.um shot himsolf?'”

one | & sui
give hics every ad- hurd o

“On the other lmnd hpve \cu oVar
noted thut a man .
! shot ‘from the side, or rear, falls for-
If shot standing, that is. It
is enly When he receives o face ¢
had st soorged Yo | u;-:...l'c falls baekward.: *




