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THEATRICALS OF THE WEEK

—

MISS DELLA FOX AND ““THE LITTLE
TROOPER.”

Yhe Pretty Little Woman's Drawback Is a
Tendency to Sportiness— ‘The Little
Trooper” a Pot Boller of the Most Incon-
sequential Kind—Mr. McLeay's Plans
for the Future.

Personally, I am not a devotee of the
art of Miss Della Fox, although I am
well aware that a good many people
will think my taste is bad. , For the
Jittle lady is regarded as the quintes-
sence of cutsness; a pocket edition of
Venus or a tricksome Psyche, with a
wink in her eye. She is a hard worker,
and has, no doubt, acquired a goodly
number of champagne suppers, diamond
brooches and ‘good hard dollars as a re-
suit of Ber industry. But she is as un-
feriinins as Johnstone Bennett, with less
art’aiic _ excuse. i She is deliberately
slangy, and tries to give an impression
p? being “sportys’ I don’t think Miss
¥ox is really sporty, or she wouldn’t
have retaived her position so well, but
that ia tio impression she gives one. No
fdozbt she fimagines that this affect-
»d spoctiness has given her name and
jame, bat sahe is mistaken. It is her
actual talent, which, though it is not
drilliaut, is very attractive, and her
gnique bezuty, a plump, dove-like style
»f beauty, with some bewitching blonde
hair, and a dark, lustrous eye. Because
Della Fox is such a vivacious little pig-
son, with the ability to sing fairly well,
and the desire to entertain everybody,
she has been e success. It seems to me
fhat she would be more of a success if
3he would be a little less vulgar, and

nderstood that beauty is a good thing

n itself, and needs no sauce of Bowery-
Bms to be attractive.

- - -

“The Little Trooper,” which she illum-
jnates, with hen presence, is the weakest
Mfort of its kind that has been here, in
p good many years. It is annousted
ns an adaptation from a French vaude-
ville operetta by Raymond and Mars;
this means that it was good in France,
and the story, which is rather naughty
and rather clever, was all told in one
act. There is about ewough material
for a brisk one-act piece in it. A young
pificer’s wife turns up in camp, finds that
another lady has, filled her place for the
time being, disgu herself as a lieu-
tenant, gets into troubls and is to be
shot, and everything is set right by the
revelation of her sex. That’s a good
enough story, the moral of which is that
peither French stories nor French offi-
cers have any morals st ali. But when
Mr. Clay M. Greene took
of this piece to make thres acts of
it, he didn’t add anything to jt; he
only spread every fincident out fhiu and
took all the briskness out of it, so that
when the curtain falis at 11 o’clock
you realize it has taken three hours to
jearn what could have boen told in
balf an hour, and that Mr. Clay M.

Greene, like all men who make a %hort |

story lonp, should be killed. However, if
the composers, Furst and Roger, had done
any better than the librettist, ‘ The
Little Trooper” might have been more
acceptable ; they, too, have put as
much music as would go to make o
pne-act opera into three acts.
should be at least ten more lyric num-
bers in the piece, six of which could be
put into the second act with advan-
tage. Such remarkable paucity of mu-
sic of any kind is mstonishing in &
piece that is labelled opera. In fact, the
whole piece gives one the impression of
having been gotten up im two weeks.
. s @

There is one advantage about a woman
star in comic opera. She geuer-
ally has good men around her.
In the . average production some
comedian is featured, and the
The contrary is true in this instance.
Messrs. Jefferson, D’Angelis, Paul Ar-
thur, Alf. C. Wheelan = and Charles
Campbell are four unusually talented
gentlemen.  The officers of the regi-
ment in fact really look like officers, ea

anomaiy indeed, while Miss Villa Knox

and Miss Marie Celeste are rarely charm-
ing young ladies. In fact Miss Fox
and her manager
scientious desire to produce ‘‘ The Lit-
tle Trooper” in first-class style. It i3
a p":t;/

tanugible to produce.

1 learn that Mr. Frazklin MclLeay, tie
well-known Canadian actor, is at work

on & commeéntary on sowms of the better !

kuown tragedies of Shakespeara. The

omsay will be from

! stage expevience. Mr. McLeay’s am-
Mition iies in 1the direction of heing
known 83 a Shakespearian authority,
ard an intimate study cof some of the
great tragic tigures of the poet would

s a real and lasting value, if one
may judge from what Mr. McLeay has

already accomplished.
TOUCHSTONE.

¢“A TRIP TO CHINATOWN.”
Hoyt's Greatest European and American
Success to Give Four Performances
at the Grand.

Like Tennysow'’s “Brook,” Hoyt's “A
Trip to Chinatown,” seems to rum on
and on. This merry, musical satire comes
to us direct from its unprecedented run
of over 700 nights at Hoyt's Theatre,
New York eity, and will be seen to-mor-
row ‘(Monday) evening at the = Grand
Opera House, exactly the same &as when
presented at the Metropolitan Theatre.

]
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—_“_ SLESLEVIR S
WHAT HE EXPECTED & WHAT HE GOTA

the names of Shakespeare and Keene have
been inséparably linked for a number
of years. As an interpreter of many of
the. Bard of Avon's best-known and
strongest characters, this distinguished
tragedian "has won for himself undying
laurels. Upon the occasion of his visit
here, he will b2 seen in Shakespeare’s
comedy, “The Merchant of Venice.” Mr.
Keene's “Shylock” is considered by many
the truest personification of Shakes-
pearc’s intentions in the character that-
the stage has at the present timey As a
conception, Mr. Keene’s performance ia
remembered as being vital and strong,
eminently Shakespearean, interpreting
the master-poet’s thoughts in a vivid
fashion, the master-dramatist’s charac-
ter creations with justness, fulness and
the truth of nature.

TORONTO OPERA HOUSE.

“The Prodigal Father” and His Lavish
and Brilliant Family to Stay a
Week With Us
O! Hail ye all! A merry week is here

With “The Prodigal Father”
Who cometh to cheer!

interpret his work includes some
cleverest comedians and singers now on

troducing, ns most every theatre-goer in
the country is acquainted with the fact
that “A Trip to Chinatown” was writ-
.ten only to amuse, and has no preten-
sions to plot. Several new sougs have
been added, ail of which will prove tune-
ful and catchy, as Mr. Hjoyt has never
beeny known to fail in writing a topical
song dach year that has not caught the
fancy of the public.

Mz. Frank Lane,
of Welland Strong,
comedians and promises

who plays the part
heads the list of
to be as funny ,

hold |

There |

J.

have shown a con- |

they did not procure something |
| a distance of 12,000 miles since he left
New York in September.

the point of view !
of the ssholar, with the additional light

WELLAND STRONG,

, 88 his character would indicate. James

»
'he eompany Mr. Hoyt has selected to .
of the!

the stage. The piece itself needs no in-!

Pop, “The Prodigal,” who’s quite oddical,
Quintessence of a gay old prodigal.
He cometh to make ye hold thy sides
{ with laughter!
|  <Yea, thou’lt laugh from first till last
i And even after.
! The young man who wrote the bright
farce-comedy with the happy title “The
Prodigal Father,” which gives a week’s
engagement at the Toronto Opera House,
commencing to-morrow, Monday, night, is
a very clever young man who has sprung
into ' considerable prominence within the
past few years. His name is Glen Mac-
Donough, and before he became & play-
wright, he was a successful reporter on
one of the New York papers. He comes
honestly by his theatrical bent, for his
mother was a famous actress in her day.
While he was a reporter nothing so much
interested young MacDonough,who,by the
way, i under thirty, as matters pertain-
ing to the stage.

He was preparing himself for his real
carveer by taking a deep imterest in the
theatres and in plays of all sorts.

Consequently his friends were much sur-
prised to hear that it was MacDonough
who wrote the libretto for “The Alger-
ians,” the successful comic opera for which
Reginald de Koven furnished the musical
and Marie Tempest the histrionic power.

Next, this clever young man, whose head
{s full of bright, - lively ideas, wrote
“Delmonico’s at Six” and the.latest suc-
cess, ‘“Miss Dynamite,” also for Marie
Jansen. Now he appears as the author of
the farce-comedy, *The Prodigal Father.”
What other plays, or operis, or farces he
has ‘“on the fire,” so to speak, is known
better to himself than to the big, outside
world.

Altogether, MacDonough has been very
successful. He Dbears 'his honors meekly,
and is as unaffectegd as he was when the

writer knew him as one- of the bright
young men who ‘write up” fakcts and
fiction for the metropolitan press.

The name ‘“Prodigal Father” may stand
for the words, “a real jolly, merr§ time.”
The plot is a veritable whitlwind of jol-
lity. One is made: hoarse with laughter
over the predicaments of Stanley Dodge,
a merry, but fashionable old sinner, who
is dated to leave New York with an ex-
ploring | party for the dark forests and
jungles of Africa. The vessel and explor-

ing party sail without Dodge. Why ? Be-

cause Dodge has been to the theatre and
bas become fascinated with a serio-comic
singer gamed Doillie Bond. Dollie’s charms
sre too  great to withstand, and Dodge
is thrown into a pretty pickle because it

WILLIAM JEROME,
author of “My Pearl is a Bowery GirlL”

is simply impossible for him to explaim
why he missed going with the exploration
party. The plan is formulated by his valet
that he 'shall secrete himself until the ex-
pedition shall have returned. This is done.
On the return of the adventurers, Prodis
gal Stanley Dodge ventures home and re-
lates his terrible experience in the jungles
of Africa.

His lectures to his neighbors and friends
on the terrors of the cannibal and other
matters  pertaining to African exploration
are sinply side-splitting. One in the fam-
ily circle who disbelleves him is Tom
Breeze, who is affianced to his daughter
Kate.

This will never do, so Dodge, in getting
rid of him tells him that he has promised
his daughter’s. hand to King Cookaboo,one
of the mative African kings he has met.
Breeze, not to be outwitted, returns dis-
guised as an: African dhief, Now the fun

1855

[r‘lsen high. The perplexities grow thicker
| when Stanley Dodge’s son, Percy, ulso re-
turns home. He has been going ‘‘apace,
gnd has married Dollie Bonc under the ns-
sumod name of DeLancy Popp. Dolly ap-
pears on 'the ecene looking for the truant
husband. It can thus be imagined how
the perplexities roll, one on top of the
other, in fast succession, and why it Is
that the Wisentanglement of the plot is
one of the funniest episodes in the comedy.
The eompany appearing in “The Prodi-
gal Father” consists of many well known
and familiar faces in the theatrieal profes-
sion, Ordinary sctors cun make a serious
plece still more serious, but touch-and-go
farce requires tihe best. Search the coun-
try over and there could not be found a
better Stanley Dodge than Charlie Stine.
As the “pro(ﬂgal pop” he is, in the lan-
guage of one of his upper-deck admirers,
a ‘“‘corker.” His escapade with; a gay ac-
tress while he was supposed to be explor=-
4 *

FEE MISS NELLIE SENNETT, !} |

fng darkest Africa _forces him. into out-
rageous prevarication to save his reputa-
tion, and his efforts to keep up the de-
coption form the principal features of the
plot. Throughout all Charlie is the old
man to perfection, and h® makes the char-
acter consistent in his most extravagant
scenes.

Not less excellent is Nellie Sennett, who
plays the part of the gay serio-comic, Dol-
lie Bond. She takes off the flirt of the
footlights capitally, and her characteristic
singing and dancing were rewarded with
a fine basket of flowers. .

A small edition of the actress is her
angel child, Birdikins, most cleverly play-
ed by precocious little Elsie Lower, while

the stranded tragedian, Catesby Duff, who~

turns out to be the head of this Thespian
family finds a faultless interpreter in
Frederick . V. Bowers, His dramatic re -
cital of his matrimonial tale of woe, ac-
companied by descriptive music on the pi-
ano, is one of the most amusing bits of
burlesque possible, ‘

The company- is an evenly balanced one
throughout, working with the precision of
drilled military soldiers, gnd includes,
among others, William Jerome, the paro-
dist song writer and author of the now
famous My Pearl’s a Bowery Girl;” Ned

{ Monroe of Monroe and Mack; Fred. V.
Bowers, Charles Horwitz, Thomas H. Sedg-
wick, Marjorie Fair, Fern Melrose, Laura
Thorne, Katy Murphie, Teedie Tymon,
Nora Corcoran and Little LElsie Lower.

The usual Tuesday, Thursday and Sat-

urday \matinees will be given,

Mr. Punch on Billiards.

( The billiard season has set in in real
earnest,!’—Daily Paper.)

Come people, all, both old and young,

- And hearken to my lay!

And give your ear while I give tongue

And sing a somg that ought to be sung;
And say my simple say.

I sing a song of a noble game,
Whose charms few men withstand—

Billiards !—sport of ancient fame,

Beloved of knight, admired of dame,
Adored in every land!

The wio'rld’l great games
six— :
Cricket, chess and whist,
Football, goli—but billiards licks
With three small balls and two
sticks,
And subtle play of wrist,

are numbered
long

In some the mind plays chiefest part;
In others, muscles rule;

In billiards muscle joins with art,

Combining head and hand' and hearty
In pyramids and pool,

What wonders will the year reveal ?
A “ half a million up ?"*
A hundred thcusand points to Peall
Will Roberts yield—then show his heel;
And win the diamond cup ?

Or greater marvel still, I wot—
Will players cease to growl
When fluke occurs, or when you * pot”
The white, and swear it’s mean (it’s not)
And loud Whitechapell howl ?

All such as these would Punch beseech—
(He dwells cn this behest)—
To drop such foolish ways, and preach
To all good form, that happy each
May go for his long rest, —Punch,

Lecal Jottings

The suit of J. T. Johnston against the
Comsumers’ Gas Company is fixed for ar-
gument next Friday. :

At the mseetimg of citizens in the Pavil-
fon on Monday evening to dlscuss the
Mapitoba school question, the. Mayor will
préide. The probable speakers will be
D’Alton McCarthy, Q.C.; Principal Caven,
Stapleton Caldecott,Ald. R, H. Graham and
Douglas Armour, Q.C. The meeting com-
mehces at 8 o’clock.

The T. Eatcn Company have distributed
$875 among the employes and others who
assisted in protecting their premises on the

{ R. Smith, the ;Ben Gay of the company,
is just as sedg'te as a staid old man could
be, when out with the boys. Patrice, as
! Flirt, i more capitaving than ever.
gGeorgie Bryton, as Willie Grow, is thor-
! oughly up to the times for a youngster,
| while Sara Maddern, as the gushing
'!widow, Mrs, Guyer, and in fact the en-

tire company, are deserving of apecial
I mention. A

The scenery, costiumes, propetties, have
| all bepn reuovated since its praduction
| at the home theatre and are carried with
! the company. Mr. Hoyt intends to pre-
{sent “A Trip to Chinatown” in a man-
; ner that will leave little to be desired
| from the amusement-loving public.
‘| SHAKESPEARE——KEENE,
| —_———
i The Eminent Tragedian, Thomas W. Keene,
As Hamlet, Shyloek, Richellen

5) and Richard UL

| Aftér a busy season of comic operas
farce comedy and the spectacular and
{ weird melodrama, a few nights of our
| old friend Shakespeare will be 4 refresh-
{ ing novelty. On Thursday night next,
er. Thomas Keene, so popularly ’known in
{ Canada, is|booked to play for three
{ nights and!'the Saturday matinee, here,
! opening in ‘“Hamlet,” which +will be
i followed by *“‘Richelieu,” “The Merchant
of Venice” and “Richard IIL.” on Satur-
day night. A good selection, in every
character of which the tragedian will
| be seen in his best dramatic work.
Thomas Keene is the legitimate succes-
isor to Edwin Booth in the American
stage, and wears the mantle which has
fallen to him so gracefully, worthily and
well, Mr. Keene is returning from a
phenomenally successful scason, having,
with his company of 20 people, covered

From the At-
jantic through the Southern States to

ORONT

Pearl is a Bowery Girl.”
NED MONROE,
FRED. BOWERS.

{he Guli, through Texas to Denver, over-
land to the Pacific, twice along

Mexico to British Columbia, and
eastward again, and in all that time
losing but two nights, resulting from
distances a little too magnificent to
overcome. Mr. Keene has done much
this season to improve the gzeneral de-
tails of his stage, and brings with him
a company of unusual strength.
Iieenc's shylock.
In the minds of 'the play-going publie,

¢ 1 the |}
entire length of the Western coast from |

80 |

CHARL.IE STINE,

Among the real people are:

>>O0OPERA HOUSERS<

l MATINEES:

SATURDAY.

A PLAY,.

TOM SEDGWICK,
FRED. WHITE,
THOMAS FAIR,

night of Simson’s fire.

One Week [waw s (Nareh 1ith

FIRST PRESENTATION IN THIS CITY OF
The Rip Roaring, Extravagant, Fun-Producing Farce Comedy,
VR T EIERRen

Prodigal Father.

A COMEDY.

A PLOT.

A company of players licensed to produce fan. A legitimate mirth-provoking vehicle with a
cargo of genuine humor, wit, ludicrous situations and side-splitting episodes. More laughs, songs and
dances to the square inch than all the other farce comedies combined.

WILLIAM JEROME, the Famous Parodist, Author of over 100 Parodies, including “My

"MISSNELLIE SENNETT,
MISS MARJORIE FAIR,
MISS ELSIE LOWER,

MISS LAURA THORNE, and Others. :

OH! PROMISE ME YOU WILL BE IN THE PUSH WHEN YOUR PRODICAL POP SHOWS UP.
SSEVERY INDIVIDUAL A HOT MEMBERe-.

NEXT WEEK °€HAV

PION GEO.

DIXON

and His VAUDEVILLE COMPANY.

J
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The custom in certain quarters to de-
preciate Toronto as & m ical centre is

by Mise Perry.

A very lar d =k "‘%
_vel ge audiencée was present a§ !
g:‘i?’u;y cl‘f:ﬂl t(m '{Eursday eveuI;ug, whel: {
antata, “Una,” was iven
tm’Fes_tlval. Chorus under Mr, g’l‘orrinl:;’l
ton’s d‘lrectlou. The ghorus numbered! *
about 260 voices, an the orehestraj |
econtained upwards of 50O players. Thl:“

to be deprecsted, for if the musical work
done here is summed up it Will be found |
that, all things considered, Toronto is |
not so far behind the times as one might |
infer from reading some things printed, |
We take up the programs of the past |
week, for instance, and we find that we |
have had- the Yunck string quartet in |

eriein, Wienawski and Haydn; Mendels- |
sohn concerto (violin); Servais (cellui
solo); Dvorak, piano and“ quartet Y
strings; Mascagni and Bishop represent-
ing vocal music. The Beethoven Trio has {
supplied a program containing composi- |
tions by Schubert, Beethoven, Ruben- |
stein, Handel, Schumann, Brahms and |
Liszt. The music school programs also !
show every week good music, piano, vo-
cal, organ and ensemble work with organ
recitals at regular intervals; - and the
week has had Dr. Gaul's splendid can-
tata brought out by the Festival Chorus [
and orchestra, the latter being well re- |
presented in the orchestral accompamni-
ments, the instrumental introduction, the
“Intermegzzo” and the overture ‘Phedre”
by Massenet. All of this proves beyound
doubt that with proper support Toron-
to has the material and ability to do
at least c‘reditab.le Jwork.

Unfavorable comparison has been in-
dulged in regarding the work done in
Toronto and Montreal; and, of course,
to the discredit of Toronto. Now, this
is hardly fair, the condition of things
being so different. We are glad to note
the good work done in Montreal, and
lament the fact that the rich residents
of Toronto do not\wake up to thefact
that all that is wanted to keep our city
up to the times, pa ticularly as regaz;ds
orchestral work Lefe, is money, Wwhich
in Montreal is forthcoming if needed.
Again, in Montreal, instead of the
musical material of the city being di-
vided up into several small camps,which
simply mean pushing the personal ends
of some individual, there is in reality
only o®e society, and the city concen-
trates its energy and expends its money
in support of it; aud this is as it should |
be. In Toronto, tie fact is the musical |
credit to the city has had to be main- |
tained by very few, and very largely |
at the expense of one individual. It should |
not be so, and if our city is to main-
tain its position in_ the musical world
more sympathy and general support
must be accorded from critics and pub-

lic alike.

. » &

Greater Dritain, musically considered,
with the advantage and importance of
inter-communication, was A subject
treated recently by Mr. Algernon S. Rose,
F.R.G.S., before the Incorporated Society
of Musicians, England. After a review
of the colonial possessions of England,
and the great possibilities that may
arise through united effort in the musi-
cal cause, he says, “I should scarcely:
have the assurance to direct attention
to the interest which this society has,
in gathering within its fold the profes-
sional musicians of Greater Britain were
it not that I, in common with many mu-
sic lovers, have a conviction thatif the
coming musical nation of the earth is
to be our own, its geniuses will emanate,
not from those who herd together in
these little Islands, ' but from = those

| some ol Gaul’s earlier works.

otks &y Beetiowe Techatkowsky, Heb- | cause of the rather labored manmer i

soloists were Mrs. Har ;
Mrs.' Dikstrom; coutra.lt:.oﬁ'r. 'oﬁr.mﬁ"‘, :
Robinson, tenor, and Mr. Fred. Wars
rington, bass. “Una” is & work of
much interest, although it was felt by .
many that it lacks the inspiration 5
more modern i its treatment tlmxlxtg '
oi the better known works, but has bee i
severely criticized in some guarters beq |
|
which Dr. Gaul has essayed to co X
the task of writing in a vein ng;pl:::g
tural to him. The orchestra on Thurse !
day evening was mueh - better t.]:uma.gl
“The Messiah” performance in Decemql"
ber, and did very creditable service. The"
chorus, however, seemed to lack streng&“*
and quality of tone, none of the
parts being up to - the tsual markj'

A falling off in quality was

i ngticed particularly -in the basses and

tenors. A  weakening in a malg
chorus revealed a state of unfamiliars
ity with the cantata which may have
caused the timid work and poor effect
of the chorus, as compared with “The
Messiah” concert in December. The
soloists did their work very satisfaes «
torily. -Mrs. Harrison is a soprano of J

Night but rather pleasing quality, wha 3

sang with considerable vigor and cons
fidence. Mrs. Dikstrom was very good in
her part, and displayed a contralte
voice of good volume and‘quality. Mr,
Robinson sang with much expression
and in good style, although his recentf
illness seems to have somewhat affect.
ed the power of his voice. His duet withe
Mrs. Harrison was one of the hits of
the evening. Mr. Warrington was ve .
successful, and has seldom sung wi
better eifect than on this occasion.. The
soloists were all recalled. A miscelland
eous program preceded the regular per
formance, and included Massenet's “Phey¢
dre’” overture and a chorus from “Trog
vatore.” The presence of His Exee
lency the Governor-General and )
Aberdeen lent eclat to a very enjoyablg
function. The next work of the socie
will be Haydn’s “Creation,” which ¥
be given in June. Much credit is du
Mr. Torrington for his arduous work
preparing these important events
public periormau(ie..

The concert given by the Yunck string
quartet, under the auspices of the Un
versity College Women’s Residence
sociation, in the hall of the Norm
School, was & most enjoyable affair. }
Yunck is well Known in Toronto as @
exceptionally brilliant musician, and hig'
name appearing™as leader of the quar
tet was a sufficient guarantee of a pe
fect ensemble, and in the quartet of Beet
thoven, op. 18, this feature was mo
than verified. The quartet was assiste
ed by Miss Sullivan, pianiste, and
Constance Jacobs, vocalist. Miss Sul
livan played two movements of
Unique , Dvorak quartet. with the clubg
and proved that as a pianiste, especiald ¥
ly as an ensemble player, she has greatf
possibilities. - Miss Jacobs sang two
solos in a piquant manner and charmed
the audience. The other members of thef 3
club proved themselves in_ their soles tq
be musicians of 8 h.i.gh.order. ¢,

An entertaining organ recital w :
given by Miss Jessie Perry (pupil of Mrg =
A. S. Vogt) on Saturday afternoon, Marchi =
2, in Association Hall. The Pprog !*
has been given in this column before, &
special mention should ke made |
her clever rendering of the Fantasia |
Fugue of Bach’s, showing careful study
and excellent technique; her pedal work |
being admirably done. The closing num4i |

brought up in the more genial climes
of our empire beyond the seas. Mr. Rose
refers particularly to Canada and its
musical work, aud nawmes musicians, vocal
and instrumental, who work in Canada,
beginning by a referénce to Albani and
then goes on to say: “To Mr. Clarence
Lucas, a clever Canadian-composer, 1
am indebted for the following particul-
ars of Canadian musicians other than
those elsewhere mentioned in this ad-
dress: Mr. Lucas is ex-conductor of the
Hamilton Philharmonic Society. He stud-
jed at the Paris Couservatoire, Romej
Berlin and London. Of Canadian vocal-
ists in addition to Albani, he mentions
Mrs. Caldwell of Torounto,a very popu-
lar florid soprano singer; Whitney Mock-
ridge of Ontario; EleanorgClench, vio-
linist; Alfred de Sere of Quebec, violinist;
pianists, Lavigne and Ducharme of Mon-
treal, Waugh Lauder, Harry Field, Thos.
Martin, S. P. Warren, Coutouse, Read.”
and Mr. F. H. Torrington, who is etated
to be unquestionably the man who has
done most for music in Canada. The
music schools are referred to as well as
the rising musicians of Leipzig training
non-residents in Canada, who have yet
to prove themselves by their works. Al-
together the paper was exceedingly in-
teresting to Canadians, as it points to
the 1%timate direction into which all
musical developments are to be cen-
tered.
. .
Tht article in The World last week
upon talking durinz musical performances
has %aused considerable comment, but
the moral of the same must apply not
only to the.general concert-goer, but to
musicizns also, for if the latter set the
bad example how can those who come
under last week’s advice be expected to
observe the rules of silence ? Upon this
topic- the Iollowing letter has come to
hand:
Dear Progress: The article on talk-
ing during the performance of music in
last week's Sunday World is wox;:?y of

“

commendation. I fear. however, that
the violation of the rule is not ¢ fined
to amateurs, and it is to be hoped that
some of our professional musicians who
choose to occupy prominent seats at
concerts will take the timely hint, and
not disturb those who happen to sit
near them by their animated conversa-

tion.
ONE WHO ATTE:\’D‘]'-JD.“UNA CONCERT.”

Last week’s musical work in Toronto,
it sgems to me, fairly indicates
PROGRESS.

A MUSICAL WEEK,

some Exceptionally High Class Recitals
and Concerts—The Production
of *‘Una”

The second musicale by the Beethoven
trio on Tuesday evening last .attracted
a large and most enthusiastic audience
to St. George’s Hall. This most recent
among our Toronto organizations is es-
tablishing itself in popular favor as one
of the foremost influences for good in
this city in the development of a taste
for the higher classes of music. The en-
semble numbers were rendered with
charming finish and refinement of style,
the most euccessful number for the
trio being perhaps the Beethoven trio
op 1. The novelty presented was Ruben-
stein’s sonata for piano and cello, in which
both Mr. Field -and Herr Ruth shone to
excellent advantage. This number should
be more frequently heard here. In their
numbers the members of the trio were

|

particularly happy. Mr. Field displayed
a delicacy of touch and a refined tem-
perament in his interpretations of the
“Cousolation” by Liszt, which one seldom
hears even in the work of virtuosos who
have made a world-wide reputation in

‘the daintier and more subdued eifects of

pianoforte playing. In the Liszt polo-
naise the tremendous fire and brilliancy,
of his playing evoked the greatest en’
thusiasm. Herr Ruth played his “solos
with much taste, large and rich tone and
excellent technique. Herr Kleingenfelt,
who was not so fortunate in his selec-
tions, did not play with his accustomed
effect, Several solos by Signor Delasco
were rendered im that gentleman’s best
style, and were warmly a}_u)lﬂllded. The

arcomnanimonts were o™ vabhle

®

ployad |

ber, “Pilgrim’s Chorus” (Tannha ;
Dagner Eddy, was given with bread:
and brilliancy. Miss Perry was ably ast
sisted by Miss Dora McMurtry and Mi
Eldred Macdonald (vocalists), and Mrg
Willie Anderson (violinist). Mr. Vogt:®
must be congratulated on still anot
of his pupils taking her place in the fron§
ranks of our solo organists in Torontoy
- - i v @
A correspondent of The Leipzig Sigs
nale gives someinteresting details a
the late Peter Tschaikowsky’s last aps
pearance on October 16, -1898. The oed
casion was the first symphon,{ concerf
of the St. Petersburg Imperial Musical s
Society, which the deceased master cons
ducted. The program consisted of
overture to an unfinished opera, * Casé
mosine,” by Laroche A. Larghetto u‘
Gavotte from Mozart’'s ‘ Idomenco/¥
Tschaikowsky’s first , pianoforte cont 8
‘certo, and his anxiously awaited new
grazia in 8-4 time. This is followedy |
The new symphony consists of a som 5
introduction leading into an allegro
introduction leading into an allegro ¢
grazio in 8-4 time. : This is [foll
by a scherzo allegro vivace cont
some clever combinations of themes
brilliantly orchestrated. The
movement is mot an allegro, but &
markable adagio lamentoso of &

eolemn, not to say tragic, character,
Although the composer was .
many times at the finish, he was i

eatisfied with the effect which his mew
work had produced, and he expr

hope that it might soon be perform
again to enable its being better undere
stood, To this end he also gave
after the performance, the title of “ Byms
phonie Pathetique,” little thinking 1
soon his wish would be gratified

new title become strangely appropristés
A few (ays afterwards the master wai
dead, and on October 28th his flm!ﬂ‘
took place. Thousands of his ™
followed the hearse and the streets weré
crowded with « tens of thousands mom. |
who watched the long and solemn prost |
cession as it wended its way to .
Kassan Cathedral, and thence to th& 4
Newsky monastery, where the re :
were interred. The long aympholg was,
repeated at the second concert the
Musical Society. Iu the middle of the
orchestra stood a bust of the compﬁ
gurrounded by laurels and palms,
crowned with a laurel wreath. Courk
Conductor Napravnik occupied the placé
where only three weeks before Tschaiko®
wsky had stood in perfect health comt
ducting his last work. The crow
audience seemed at first depressed,

the beauty and power of the music §008
drew forth enthusiastic applause. s
performers were deeply moved, and 'n_
passed themselves in their super r:i’
derings of the various works. dod the
the symphony, the program ineluf e
master's overture to “ Bomeoed by, :
Juliet,” his violin concerto, play :
Leopold Auer, pianoforte @olos by
Fraulein Aus der Ohe, and an umndi i
the opera ‘‘ Eugeny Onegin,” sple 93
sung by the artist who, created the 4
of the hero in this work when uodlt 3
given in London, Mr. Euge:}? :
Altogether this -““ In Memoriam concert
was worthy of - the greatest B\lﬁ
composer and of the iure.ntzolst m

soci in the Russian capital.

society P VERIT

—
A Rusiness Change.
Mr. Harold A. Wilson, who, for five
has baem a partner in the book, news
tionery and extensive sporting goods =
toy busimess of Mr. P. C. Allan, 36
stroet west, has now begome sole P
tor and will carry on the business in
old name at the same stand. Every?
knows Mr. Wilson to be one of the 1
most enterprisinf and most COBFTCEL
young commercial man in the oity. Pt
therefore, have & guarantee that & 3
will bo carried on with as much e
as ever. The house has long been
for the variety and excellence of its
_sticks, cricket bats, stGmps, balls, b
tennis racquets, skates, and ail o‘thorkl'
ing goods, while the toys and Dboo iz
in endless variety. Promptness, com
with cheapness, care and axcollexm::o
be Mr. Wilson's motto snd, coan“h :
unybody requiring anything apper
tm a book and news store and g&
cannot do better than call on hlm.“‘
James Allan, who has for years rep. I
od his Yather in the tirm, has !I%ﬂ
the bicycling trud:a,‘_oomrme!}o_i_{ltl T 15
n't> Q i - rim :
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