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the year lOilO, adclrcssed a Treatise to tlie Blslio^s of Trela.i.l

Be Statu Ecclesm'.. lu this very interesting relic of anticiuity, he

minutely de^a-ibes, amongst other things, the various orders iu the

Church, with their respei;live powers and duties. Spenking of the

powers of a Prient, lie says ;—.iit'«prZ/ce/-e potest, pnesentc K-.is-

copo, aqmm ct sal in Dominicis sacerdos. ' Tlio Priest can bk.'ss

water and salt on Sundays, in i)rescuce of the IJishop.' And ni

recounting a list of various thimr% which it is lit for a Priest to

have, an.l which do not rcfpiire the Ijlessing of a iJishop, the hrst

he mentions is
' Holy Water, and the Aspers^es' or itistrument by

which it is snrinkled, then - tlie text of the Holy Cospel, the

Psalter, the Missal, the Book of Hours, the Manual, the Sy-

nodal Book, ^i-: Aqua Benedkta, aspergit (seu aspersoriuui).

Tcxtus Sancti Evangelii, Psallerium, Missale, Horarius, Manuale,

otSynodalis Liber, &c*. The allusion to the Asperges or As-

penorium, the instrument with which tlie Holy A\ ater is sprm-

kled by the Priest upon the people, or upon any thing which lie

blesses, naturally su,.-ests a reference to the Heathen i-nd Jewish

mode of sprinkling the water of lustration, and with tnis, we are

reluctantly forced to conclude, altliough much stiM remains to be

said upon the subject.

In the sprinkling of the Lustral Vraters of Paganism, a branch

of the Laurel or the Olive was generally used. Thus in the well

known lines of Juvenal, avo read :

—

I . Lustrari si qua dareiitur

Salr)hura cum tanlis, et si foret humida J.aurus.'

(Sfit. ii., I'lS. Sec Pliny, lib. xv., cap. ult.)

-^s;;i;:^a:Ep,.t7m:...::vp- os, s^r Bef;.; we^cav^ Bishop Giiubort,

^ve cannot resist the temptation - quoting from this ancient Father of tlje In=h

Ohureh, the foUo.ino. .plendid testimony in favonr of the Prnnacy an.l Lmvor-

.al Jn-isaiction of the Koman PoutilV. Iti. fomv' '.n the concluaing sentencos

i.f the Treatise de Stain Ecrlenii'^.
.

,

, ,

-Loeum itaque quern ain..l Orientalcs Pafnarcke possnlent, hunc apu,l no«

P.rnatrs quoclammodo obtinere viclentur : cxiuquk Roma,no Po.mh.. lunno gradu

S.PPONUSTLU. Sed quia PatrianI.e sedibu. pr.vsident Apo.tohc.s (ut /Wi/-

r>.Ua..u., Anuochenus, Ale.andrinus) ideirco Archiepi.eopo. ord.nant et pare,

quodan naodo Romano aseribuntur. ?oli tamkn Pktuo dictum est
:
Fu cs Fans,

PBOJEMINKT ECCLESIJS, ET IPSE OMSES ORDINAT ET JODICAT.
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