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nettle the quehtion with hiH own judgement and con-

Hcience. i will only nay that, ag for myself, I thank

John Morley and John Burnti—the man of lottertj and

the man of lalwur, that they have rent the veil of diplo-

matic hypocriny and have wanhed their hands clean

from the stain of this blunder crime.

Finally, as to the outcome, not much can yet be said.

There is nothing so idle as prophecy, and I do not like

to indulge in it. Whether the giant of middle Europe

will be able to break the bonds, which in the las. ten

years have been wound about him and under whoso

smarting cut he is now writhing, or the fetters will bo

riveted tighter, cannot easily be foretold. But, assumhig

'»e one or the other, we may speculate with something

luore of probable accuracy regarding the political situa-

tion which will result.

The triumph of Germany—Austro-Hungary—Bul-

garia can never be so complete as to niake any changes

in the present map of Europe. All that that could

effect would be the momentary abandonment of the

Russian pan-Slavic program, the relegation to dormancy

of the French ' revanche ' and the stay of Great Britain's

hand from the destruction of German commerce. On

the other hand, the triumph of Great Britain-Russia

-

France cannot fail to give Russia the mastery of the

continent of Europe and restore Great Britain to her

sovereignty over the seas. These two great powers, who

now already between them possess almost the half of

the whole world, would then, indeed, control the destinies

of the earth.

Well may we draw back in dismay before such a con-

summation. The ' rattle of the saber ' would then be

music to our ears in comparison with the crack of the

Cossack's knout and the clanking of Siberian chains,


