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A HISTORY OF THE

States of Holland were agitated at that time, verymuch retarded the progress of the infant settlement in
lh,s colony. These having in a measure subsided,
soon after, through the agency of the Dutch West
India Company, the work of colonization went for-ward more prosperously, and New-York soon took its
destined place among American colonies, as one of the
stars which was to illuminate this western hemisphere.
As traffic, not religion, nor civil liberty, led To the
first settlement of this portion of our country, it was
not only slow in its progress, but undistinguishable
tor any other religious or civil character than that
which pervaded the institutions of Holland. Thev
were Protestants of the Calvinistic school, and aristo-
cratic in their civil institutions. The progress of
events, however, introduced various sectwnto the pro-
vince, subject to those restrictions which the colonial
legislature saw fit to impose.

In 1631 the state of Delaware received its first
emigrants from Holland, under the guardianship ofDe Vries, who established themselves near the site
of Lewistown. These were under the influence of
the same principles with those who had taken posses-
sion of New-York. It afterward, in the yearl638
received an accession of emigrants from Sweden!who formed a settlement near the mouth of Chris-
tiana Creek. Of the religious state of this colony
little IS known, only that, when they sailed, they were
provided with a religious teacher. The Reformation
however, had already taken firm hold of Sweden, and
hence we may presume that Protestantism was early
interwoven in their civil compact.
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