
If tlu'V iiie nol satiaficd iiilli Ihc law. tiicv liii\.' Ill,' i-i^lil tci nill upon llioii-

relJi-eA'iiliUivi. in Otliiwa or in 'roronlu in an en.lianir lo lia\T llu' law tlianged.
Thy may eomnniniial.' witli tlie Mini.tor of .liislii-,. ,„ tlw .\ll..rniv-(ii'niTal and
may u* all tlii' inftufrici' wliidi a Canadian lilizi'ii lias, to liuvc llii> law iiiailu to
aeconi with tliuir views of what it slioiilil iw. Mill llicv have no rifjlit in a trial tu
follow their own views upon what tli.' law is or ought 'to he— tliev must awept the
law as it is laiil down for them by the prusiilins judjic.

I am in the habit of sayiiij; lo jurors that of the two lii^jliest rifihls possess..,!
by a British suhjeet—the one. the ri);lil to seleet those who will makelaws for liim,
and the other to assist in the adniinistnilioii of the law -llie latter i- t y mind'
the more imimrtant and the moiv lionouralile. 'I'o enloree ihe verdict of the jury,
every ahle-liodieil man in the eountry may. if neirssary, he ealled iijion—nnv the
whole force, military and eivil. of the liorainimi of Canada and of the British
Kn.pire itself may la. impressed to make elfeetivi. the judKmenl of the twelve in
the jury liox.

The country has a right to expect that everv juror shall hriiig to his task the
highest degree of intelligence of which he is capahle; that the jurvman shall cast
aside all feeh.igs of preju.licr and sympathy; that he. will with a'lisolnte honestv
apply his mind to the questions to be delerniined, and that he will allow iiotliing-'-
race, religion, jwlilics—to prevent his giving an honest verdict according to "the
evidence. .\s it is the duty of jurors to find the facta according to the evidence
they should carefully observe everything v^hich is said by the witnessc.s and the man-
ner in which it is said, so as to enable them to determine, in their own minds not
only what he says, hut also how far he is to be believed. It is the right and often
the duty of the judge to express his own opinion as to the facts; but it is not his
opinion which is lo govern. Tlie remarks which he makes concerning the evidence,
the views which he expresses in n.spect of the facts, are inlen.h.d onlv lo assist the
jury in arriving at a correct conclusion. But his view of the facts is not that which
is to prevail

;
it is the jury who in the hmg run must make up llieir own minds as

to what the facts are; their view must prevail.

Of course, .so long as human nature is what it is. men iiuiv. and sometimes will,
find It hard to rid tliemselves of fei.ling anil passion and svmpalhv anil prejudice;
but it is the duty of jurymen to do their very best to clear th(.ir hearts and mind.s'
of all these, and honestly to lind the facts according to that part of the evidence
wliich they believe.

Xo matter what care ;s exercised in llie selection of jurors, it will occasionallv
happen that some an. not of sufficient strength of mind to perform satisfactorifv
what our law demands of them. .\nd .siunetimes— it must be admitted—sorrow'-
fully admitted—jurors do not act under a full sense of their rcs|ionsiliility. and so
there are miscarriages of jnstii'e. Xothing human is jierfnt. and tin. ad'ii'iinistra-
tion of justiiv does not claim perfection—we can onlv do our best.

JIany years ago it was the law that jurors who found a verdict not in aivordance
with the evidence might be themselves tried by another jury, or might lie lined or
imprisoned by the trial judge. This practiiT has long l)«.n obsolete T and the jurv-
man who now in violation of his oath degrades biiuseif bv giving a verdict differili"
from his honest belief, is free from any punishment except lliat" inflicted upon birH
by his own conscience and the lontempt of his fellow men. A juror who dishonestly
gives a wrong verdict is as had as n thief; he might just as well put his hand into
the pocket of the man he wrongs and steal his money. .\ juror who dishonestly or
weakly act|uits one fairly proved guilty of a crime is as bad as an accessory—and
worse.

•Turors do not. as they did many ;V.fUtiirl(JS ." ago. dr^tiTmlnp .a,ro:-dlug to
knowledge which they themselves may have of'ltie facts. They are sworn to fin.) a


