
38 HIBTOBIOAL TALES.

when Bhe had reached the advanced age of eighty

years, she was deserted by her army and her people,

whom the crimes imputed to her had incensed, and

fell into the hands of her mortal foe, Clotaire II., in

whom all the venom of his cruel mother seemed

retained.

After having subjected the aged queen to base and

gross Insults and severe tortures, the crowned wretch

had her paraded on a camel in front of his whole

army, and then tied by one arm, one foot, and hair

of her head to the tail of an unbroken horse, which

dashed and kicked her to pieces as he rushed away

in affright, before the eyes of the ferocious Clotaire

and his army.

By the death of Brunehild and her sons, whom

Clotaire also put to death, this king became master

of Austrasia, and thus lord of all France, the successor

in power of the two queens whose story stands out

10 prominently in that dark and barbarous age.


