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found out, too, that it was better not to let her sit still and

look into the fire or out of the window without moving or

talking. He and his mamma knew very few people, and lived

what might have been thought very lonely lives, although

Cedric did not know it was lonely until he grew older and
heard why it was they had no visitors. Then he was told that

his mamma was an orphan and quite alone*in the world when
his papa had married her. She was very pretty, and had been
living as companion to a rich old lady who was not kind to

her, and one day Captain Cedric Errol, who was calling at

the house, saw her run up the stairs with tears on her eye-

lashes ; and she looked so sweet and innocent and sorrowful

that the Captain could not forget her. And after many
strange things had happened, they knew each other well and
loved each other dearly, and were married, although their

marriage brought them the ill-will of several persons. The one
who was most angry of all, however, was the Captain's father,

who lived in England, and was a \ery rich and important old

nobleman, with a very bad temper and a very violent dislike

to America and Americans. He had two sons older than
Captain Cedric ; and it was the law that the elder of these
sons should inherit the family title and estates, which were
very rich and splendid ; if the eldest son died, the next one
would be heir

; so, though he was a member of such a great
family, there was little chance that Captain Cedric would be
very rich himself.

But it so happened that Nature had given to the youngest
son gifts which she had not bestowed upon his elder brothers.
He had a beautiful face and a fine, strong, graceful figure ; he
had a bright smile and a sweet, gay voice ; he was brave and
generous, and had the kindest heart in the world, and seemed
to have the power to make every one love him. And it "was
not so with his elder brothers ; neither of them was handsome,
or very kind or clever. When they were boys at Eton, they
were not popular; when they were at college, they cared
nothing for study, and wasted both time and money, and made
few real friends. The old Earl, their father, was constantly
disappointed and humiliated by them ; his heir was no honor
to his noble name, and did not promise to end in being any-
thing but a selfish, wasteful, insignificant man, with no manly
or noble qualities. It was very bitter, the old Earl thoight,
that the son who was only third, and would have only a very
f mall fortune, should bo the one who had all the gifts, and all
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