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ihf (^uuliliiiH thut, IxiiiK Hiinctitlftl, would Itiiitl tlio Church to iiroHiMTity. M»iuy

a prut'eHKed Chrih tiiiu wuh ushiiiucd to iuvitu t\w Hinuer to Cliriot. Hiuiuuii

woro usliamud of tlie devil whom they Bevvcd, nud lukewarm profeHHoi-H of tlu>

preHfut day 'vere uhlmmed of ('luist. ChristiiiUK muht ho livo Hint tlmir livtts

will be iiivitiug—tlmt wh<*u by word of moutli they invite the tsiuiur into tho

Hei-vice of (UinKt, tin; tcHtimony of theii' lives to the truth of relifOtDi and its

bleHsed efl'eetH on the heart and life, might be ])oworful eiuiu^h to eouHtraui

men to become diwcipleH of JeHUH.

In oouoluBiou, he prenfled tlm invitation ujwu the unconverted to come into

the fold pf (.'hriflt—into the Chuirh of (iod—urging the proniineH of Ood to

the Church, and her glorious ftiture an a motive M present conHecfration to

Oo<l.
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On Tluir.s<lay ovoiiing tho Rov. T. W. Pickett proacliod from

the text

—

For as Moses lifted up ths serpent in the irildeniess even

so must the So7i of Man be lifted up. «

In his opening r('mark>4 the preacher presented a graphic desciiption of tljo

Israelitish camp under the terrible infliction of the pla.'^ue of seqwuts. The
corstemation and sufFeriug of the bitten, and the fearfully fatal efl'ects of the

Heri»ents'bit<>, were depicted in language that aroused attention and stirred the

heatt. A deputation was doubtless sent to Moses to make known tlu' ttinnble

affliction of Israel, and to beseech him to seek a remedy from (iod (rod

heard tht! ery of sufl'eiing Israel, luid the command was given to m:ike a bra-

zen serpent, and erect it on a pole, that all might Be<! it and be nealed. Mark
you, it was ere';tfd go that all might see it. If God had sent some medi(!ine

by agents througu the canip, hundreds had died l)efore the remedy could have

annved. But tliis was designed as a speedy remedy. Again it was an easy

one. It was simply a look that brought deliverance. Th poison-bitter an

or woman, whose veins were swelling with the icarful virus, had but to turn

his eyes, i-ipi Tly gi-owing dim, to the erected brazen sei-j^ent, and instantly

new life and health were his. It was not only a Hi)eedy and c^asy remedy, but

it was a universal one. It wrought salvation in every case. Now sin was like

the serpents' lnt<', full of ])oison and ending in a deplorable death. Down South

lately a friend of his had slept one nig in a company with a tent in a part in-

fested with serpents. There was one Jid peculiarly vicious, whose presence

could be 'letected by its smell. In the night one of the company awoke, and

concluding there was one in tlie room, stepped out to get a light, and by

chance stepped upon it and received its bite. In a few hours his ^limbs and

joints were swollen to a frightful extent, and he soon died a most horrible

death. Sin, tliough apjiarently harmless, is awfully fatal in the soul s destruc-

tion. There was but one remedy, and that was Christ. It was a speedy

remedy—the sinner no sooner getting a glance at Jesus than he was

healed. It was an easy i-emedy—tliat of simple faith in Christ;

and it was a universal one—"Whosoever wUl, let liim come." Christ
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