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at a low rate. TIk^ debt for the |>()]>iiliiti(>ii is small -whilst Aus-
tr.ilia with a poimlitioii of l,'.)l7,()7t) has a |)til)li(' debt of CKI,-

170. .'J7 1 storliiif^. Tho Dominion with !{,;");{(), 10;") people has a

(lel)t of only I'ln.JI.'WJ-JS—(se.^ Canada Year Hook, ls7:{ -sta-

tistics for l(S7t).) I'nttin;^' the popnlation in IMSO at four

millions, (it ou^ht to he tar inoi'e), t he interest on the wholt; cost

of the railway, whic'li will not, of course, have to be paid until

some years after tint date, will at live per cent. avera}j;(^ the maj^-

iiifictuit sum of ^L 2.") per annum, or Id. cents ])er month [nn^

head.

If tlie dread of havinjj; sucli a nisponsibility in, say, 1882,

frijj;htens tlu; ('anadians from undertaking^ th(! Transcontinental

llailway. It would be j^ross tlattcMV to (h'siu'ibe tlu^m as a cour-

a<;oous or jKitriotic peojjle. What v'l 2.') may look like undcu'

Mr. Mackenzie's ma^nitier is not worth sto[)pin;^ to consider.

Taxation is the bo^'ey with wliich Mr. ^rack(>nzio is scaring

the national s])irit out of existence. The sum of ^l 2;") per head
per annum—instead of forty cu'nts for a f(>w years, and then noth-

ing at all —is ])ut down, because; it must be remembered that we
have a bhmdering administration thoroughly inca])able of fram-

ing a railway ])olicy in Avhich taxation would l)e reduced to a

minimum, and be based on e(piity. Numerous metliods might
be sk(!tclxed out anil suggested, but tlio initiation of legislation

rests with the (Tovernment and interference with its functions is

to b<» deprecated by all good citizens. Our duty and privilege

it is to wait the action of the Government and to criticize it. In
the ]n*ese]it condition of tin; Dominion one, fact is clear, that the

rate of taxation is a secondary thing. Whether it is a little more
or a little less is not the great ([ucstion. Bear in mind that Ca-
nada is very lightly taxed and tlie ITnited States very heavily

taxed, and yet there are oO(),0(J() Canadians in the United States,

and less than 8,000 oiti;^ens of the Kepublic in Canada, even in-

(iluding all those whose origins are not given—at least so says the

Year book of 1874. How is this ? Clearly it is not the lowness
of taxation that draws people, but things moving, prospering, and
going ahead. Inmiicrrants do not ask what are your taxes, but
have you work for \\y, and what is the pay ? In the Eastern pro-

vinces manufactuiwN cannot absorb much labor because their

market is small.

The^ do not recpiire a Treat}' which will let in competition,

threatening annihilation, but they urgently need a railway policy

which will give them in a few years a million of customers west
of Lake Su})erior.

The cojmpletion of the k.vilway within the time limit is even
NOW' NOT AN IMPOSSIBILITY. Taking things relatively, what is pos-

sible in railway work in the United States with moderate Ctov-


