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leighty^three men near the garrison, and sent the

boats back for the rear guard, commanded by Col.

Seth Warner, but the day began to dawn, and 1

found myself under a necessity to attack the

fort, before the rear could cross the lake ; and, as it

was viewed hazardous, I harangued the officers

and soldiers in the manner following :

—

" Friends and fellow soldiers. You have, for a

number of years past been a scourge and terror

to arbitrary power. Your valor has been famed

abroad, and acknowledged, as appears by the

advice and orders to me, from the General As-

sembly of Connecticut, to surprise and take the

garrison now before us. I now propose to advance

before you, and, in person, conduct you through

the wicket-gate ; for we must this morning either

quit our pretensions to valor, or possess ourselves

of this fortress in a few minutes ; and, inasmuch

as it is a desperate attempt, which none but the

bravest of men dare undertake, 1 do not urge it

on any contrary to his will. You that will under-

take voluntarily, poise your firelocks."

The men being, at this time, drawn up in thr^e

ranks, each poised his firelock. I ordered thena

to face to the right, and at the head of the centre-

file, marched them immediately to the wicket-gate

aforesaid, where I found a sentry posted, who
instantly snapped his fusee at me: I ran immediately
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