
British colonization, the wants of the people, and

even of the Sovereign of England, were confined

to objects such as would now be considered fitting

for only a haif-civilized race. The Queen herself

trod upon reeds, fastened her clothes with wooden

skewers, and fed upon beef, salt finh, and beer.

The richer classes could expend their income from

land only in a rude hospitality, which consisted but

of quantity without variety, and had no other effect

than to support retainers in a rough plenty.

Nothing could well be coarser than the food and

clothing of the great body of the people. But

along with the emigration of Englishmen to distant

lands, new productions were discovered and sent

home in exchange for products of domestic industry.

It was then that we began to be a manufacturing

and commercial nation. Who shall estimate the

influence upon the industry, not only of England,

but of Europe, of the cultivation of sugar, tobacco,

and cotton, in America? These are but a few of

the many new productions arising from coloniza-

tion which have gradually, through the stimulus

of new desires, so improved the useful arts in Eng-

land (that of agriculture included), that our popu-

lation has continually increased, with a continual

decrease—the grand test of social advancement—--

in the proportion of hands employed in raising

food for the wliole society. Bristol, with her West

India trade, Liverpoolj witK her trans-Atlantic com-

merce, the modern towns of Lancashire, with their


