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either he looked on as an accejfton offo many fub-
jeds, or as the means offuch a national acqui-

fttion of property as they have paid for their

emancipation : which increafe of capital in pro-

per hands, in a commercial nation, will al-

ways be turned to its advantage.

Had the labour of the negroes in our iflands

been voluntary, we never fliould have heard of

their frequent infurrcdions and murder of

their matters—nor of thefe bloody wars at

different times, for near a century paft, with

the runaway negroes in Jamaica, whom at

laft we have been obliged to acknowledge in-

dependent.

We do not mean to infer that proprietors

of Haves fliould free them without recom-

pence, becaufe this aft of generofity, to the

diminution of their own fortunes, can with

no more reafon be expedted of them than that

other individuals fliould ^ply their private

property to the fame purpofe—to the reim-

burfement of the fums they cofl: their pro-

prietors.

What wc wifli to have adopted is, to look

0:1 the coft or value of a negro as a debt due

from him, for which we retain his labour as

fecurity for principal and intereft, and to put

the payment of it as much as poilible in his

power by permitting him to pay it off as he

is able, and gradually redeem his own j which

is no more iiidulgencc than we would readily

allow any other debtor. Should we not

think
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