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193^ Cook's third and List Voyagt

to tiie boats, the men with wands attending, and
^ronotiftctttg' fbntences as before. We returned onr

board Ml of the idea of what we had fben, and

perfediy fatxsfied with the honeft difpofitions Of our
new friends. Of the fin^ularity and novelty of the

various ceretilx]taies perrormed upon this occafion,

iwte can only form conjeflures ; but they were, in

our opinon, highly expreilive of refpea, on the

part of the inhabitants ; and, as far as related to

Captain Cook; they approached to adoration. In-

deed the commodore now Teemed to be confidered

by them as their £-a-thu-ah-nu-eh ; for from this

time aii Indian Chief, by the king's order, was
placed at the head of his pinnace, at whofe com-
mand the natives, in their canoes, as he paffed

tliem, were all filent, and would proftrate them-
felves till he was out of light; and this they would
do when the captain was alone *, but the chief had
brders from the king, that whenever the captain

came afhore in his pinnace, to attend him, and
<tondu^ him to his houfe, which the £dlorS now
called Cook's Altar.

Oh Monday, the i8th, Mr. Kin^went on fliore,

attended with a guard of eight marines, having re-

ceived orders to eredt the obfervatory in a proper

iitoation ; by which means the waterers, and other

working parties, on fliore, might be fuperintended

and prote6ted» When we had found a convenient

fpot for this purpofe, almoft in the centre of the

lollage, Pareea offered to exercife his power in our
behalf, and propofed that fome houfes ihould be

taken, that our obfervations might not be ob-

ftruded. This friendly offer, however, was de-

clined, and we made choice of a pdtatOe field ad-

j^ltiing to the morai, which was readily granted*

and to prevent the intruiion of the natives, the

place was coniecrated by the priells, who plaeed

their wands round the wall which enclofed it. This

interdi^ion the natives call taboo, a term freqiiently

repeated


