
"In refereuce ti> paragraph ."l, ii'sptrt-

IriK threi' upwial warrants which HiH
UoiM>r refused to sign, the facts are very

Implq. The iniproTenu>nt 'Of the trail

fi'wui Hope to Summit City, for which
$1,000 was appropriuti'd by the Legisla-

ture, was ordered by the Chief Comniis-
Bloner to be carri«d out in ample time

for its oompletion belore the '.apse of

the appropriation. Owing, however, to

the scarcity of ,mea and the unusually

wet seaaou, there wias unexpected de'.ay.

"In regard to the $10,0')0 lo thi- ini-

ppovameiit of the South Vant-ouver trunk
road, the departnient lost no time in at-

tending to the carrying out of the work.

The Chief Comm'issioner had a meeting
in Vancouver with the road sup^-rinten-

dent for the district, the mayor of Van-
couver and the reeve of South Vamcou-
vei*, both of these otlicials being inter-

ested in the enterprise. It wwe then de-

cided that the municipal authorities of

South Vancouver should repair juuI im-

prove the road, and that the government
should then expend the appropriation by
gravelling the road when so preiiared.

The South Vancouver authorities did

not, howover, cwrry out their work with

the promptitude thnt wa« anticipated,

and the result was that the comp'.ction

of the work by the government exceed-

ed the time in which the appropriation
was available.

"The third intern, for the cost of con-

struction of the court at Rossland, in-

cluded a consideralflp sum iu excess of

the amount appropriated by thei Legish-
ture, because, after the adjournment of

the latter, 'the government found that

the growth of Ibusiness at llosslnnd made
it judicious to erect a larger and more
substantial building thiin the government
had previously Intended, and it was in>
portant that the matter should not be
deflayed fartwelve months until the pre-

sent session of the Legislature.
"His Honor's assumption that the isaid

appropriations had been, alloTved to lapse,

because Mr. Cotton was unable to pro-

perly* superintend and administer the two
departments of which he had been In

oharge, the records of the department
and the reports of the piililic works en-
giineer will jshow that all these matters
h:id both pronupt and comrrtet'e attention
at the hands of the Chief Commissioner.
"In reference to the facts that these

warrants were not Again submitted to
His Honier, I may say thnt. as the mat-
ter entirely depended on the imann<er in

w^ich the swtLon of the Revenue Act
should be iMinstnied. and as on a similar

otM' In 1NUM His Honor bad taken a
certain position, notwithstanding that

th»» then Attorney-Ueneral had given a

contrary opinion, tlic exwutive counci!

considered It would be putting His Hon-
or to annt»iH»ssary Iroubk' to ask him to

re<'onsider his decision, and that the best
wiay would be to ask the Legislature to

vote Ihe amounts at the next session,

although such delay caused ini'iuiveni-

cDce to the department and some injury
to the jiulillc intewsts. But even this

was thought to be preferable to asking
Hjh Honor to reverse Ihe diH-isioii in

which he had arrived in regard to the
similar case which occnrred just previ-

ous to tile dismissal of Mr. Turner, land

on which the then Attorney-General,
Mr. Eberts. took a view dirj-ctly con-
trary to that h(«d "by His Honor."
4. In reference to the special war-

r.oint of .$2,500 for improvement to the
Prorinwal Home, Your Honor insUts
that thisi couVl have been foreseen, as
the urgent necessity for this work had
been pointed out to you the year before.
What stronger admission is wanted of
the necessity for the warrant that Your
Honor declined to approve? As to the
charge of shiftins from "fire pivitc*--

tion" to "sanitarj' necessity," 1 beg to
!*i.v that the amount asked wajs for both
these much needed purposes, and the
fact ttvat I mentioned "sanitation" and
Mr. Cotton "fire protection/' did not
lUAke the amount the more or leps nieces-

sai;y.

5. In reply to the charges set forth by
Your Honor in para.graph 5. I beg to
quote the following from a letter writ-
ten by the Hon. Mr. Alexander Hender-
son:

"His Honor i^tates* (paragraph &) that
while the Legislature was in session you
advised me to make, by Order-in-Couiicn.
submitted on the 18th ultimo, an im-
poi'tmnt change in the Mineral Act. Per-
it*rt imo to say thnt this f!tatemen^ is

misleading. Xo change in the act was
prfftia«ed, but a regulation whioh was
considered by mej to tlw withjiil the power
of the LfPutenant-Govemor-in-Coiuipil to
pass.

"Cpon 'he question of the regu'ation
referivd to. it is» plain that if a certi-
ficate of improvements is issued in mis-
take by any officer, or othein>'ise Im-
providentl.v, a po^ver should exist some-
where of rectifying that mistake.
"As the Mineral Act stands, no ex-

pt^ss provision exists upon the subject.
There is. however, a section (143) which
states that The Lleutenant-Gnvernor-in-
Council make such order,* as are deem-
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