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value as much as any man can—I mean the commer-

cial prosperity and maritime greatness of the British

empire. I feel convinced that the tendency of these

alterations will he, instead of producing discontented

colonies, jealous rivalries among foreign nations,

crippled trade and contracted manufactures, to give

us good will from other countries, union among our-

selves, and the extension of commerce upon a sound

and a permanent hasis; and I believe that we

shall be placing the prosperity of England on the

safest as well as on the noblest foundation, il we

connect it, as we shall do by these measures, with

the general interests, with the expanding trade, and

with the continued peace, advancement, and well-

being of the whole civilized world.

The Right Hon. Gentleman concluded by

moving the following resolution :

—

*' That it is expedient to remove the restrictions

which prevent the free carriage of goods by sea, to

and from the United Kingdom and the British pos-

sessions abroad, subject, nevertheless, to such con-

troul by her Majesty in Council as may be necessary,

and to amend the laws for the registration of ships

and seamen."

Mr. Elliot inquired, how far the proposed al-

terations would affect the law requiring the employ-

ment in every ship of a number of men proportioned

to the amount of tonnage ?

Mr. Labouchere thought his Honourable Friend

was mistaken as to the present state of the law.

He believed that, according to the existing law, pro-


