
Al l(ii;;tli. uhrii thf spr.iniicll li.id cli'iircd :i space iirnimd till'

^ali()\v>. tlic >lui-ill' critd out. "Niiw. li,ni<;num. waste no time."

'I'lie liaiiji'maii. li()«e\er. had lieeii laisilv eiii>;a<;('d. wliile tlie slieriff

uas IdoLiiii;' after his men. in (|iiietly se\erin^- tlu' bonds of tlie tlirco

Itrotheis will), in oliediemt to Uohin's eoinmaiid. still knelt down in the

cart.

On hearinj;- the slurilVs order Kohin spran<r up iiimhiv, hrandish-

in;;- a ^woid aliove lii^ head. 'I'iie prisoners were tip with their arms

|oo>e. standing hack to liack.

"Who's on Uol)iii Hood's side.-" shouted l{()l)in.

In ,in instant there was a roar of voices; the slender hairier of

>pe,irnien tiiat sip.irated the people from the j;allows w.is broken: the

jieopli' sii/ed the s])ears from the men's hands and struck ri<a,ht and left

imon^- the Norman- .\t the same time Uohin'- men. nMuiherinjj; some

lift\. pre>si(l for\var<l lo wliere Koliiii .md the lirotlurs now stood.

hinmud in l)v friends and foe>. Some of th. hand thiii-t swords into

the h.uid> of the freed prisoners and t hev laid ahout them lustilv.

'I'Im -liei-itr was seized and «onl<i lia\e lieen drao-j^ed otf his horse,

lint ua- -aved hv the pluno-inj;- of llie animal, whicli. friifhtened l)y the

,ioi-i. nared and kicked savaydy. Taklnij; advantage of the noi-e and

confusion \ r <lashe(l throuj;h tlie crowd, nor -topped to io<'k heiiind him

until he had reached his house.

"I do verilv helieve," he said to his wife, "that Kohin Hood is in

league with Satan. He's in Nottingham loain today and has re-cued

the pri-oner-."

The H;;ht <i)ntiiuied in the -treei .md it was with diHicidty that

liohin and his fellows not dear of the crowd, 'i'heii they made a dash

for tile nearest <>ate and fought their way out into the open country.

The tumult in the town lasted a conslderahle tiuie and many ijrokcn

iiead- and .ichin^i' sides were the result of the sheritrs attempt to hang

the thri'e rovers.
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