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l'"()r instaiii'i', tlic ((Hiiitry dm tlic l''r;iiici)-( iciiiiiui frtiiilirr

ha- practically iki Iciuo. allliuufih it you nvt into Hclniimi it

is 'litl'crcrit.

Ill any case it is i|(iui>1t'iil tti what extent cavahy in rna>ses

ci)i;l(| ne>i()tiat<' teiices at all' lii'>t. Iiecaii-e oil serxice the

wei^lit carried 1»,\' a troop horse is 17 or IS >toiie. ||<]rses

have lo travel loii^ ili-taiiee- ilay aftir ilay, ami netting less

food and less attention fall away in condition. It can. there-

fore, scarcely Im' anticip.ated that an enclosed area would t>e

selected for shock tactics, Imt if this wa- tlie case, the cavalry

eniplo.\in^ lire action would have .an undouhted advaiitajje.

alw;ivs |)roviiled that protective i)atrols ^a\c ample warning
of till' approach of the ho-tile cavalry.

TalUint!; of the effect of sliocU action i>\ cavalry, it is a

curious f.act that historv records luit few instaiico where any
larjie l»odie> of o!)positij!; ca\alry have met in a <'hartie. hecause

almost invariai)ly one or other has turneil to run l>efore the

encounter. Sir Ia'cIvii Wood in .-electint; twelve historical

instaiicts of the achievements of c.av.alry. only includes one

instance: that of Mars la 'I'our in 1S70. where :i.(M)(l cav.alry

on each side ( i'rench and (lermaii) met in a charfie: every

other instance was when cavalry have charged infantry or

KUi's, in each case the cav.alry havinii et'fecte(l a surprise or

being launched ;mainst broken troops. Inder sucli circaim-

stan<'es the Hriti>h are taufjht that shock tactics may be

employed to ailv,aiit;it!:e. the moral ( t'fect beinfi the principle

value gained, but the view i> >till maintainetl that tire, if

openeil unex;..'ctedly at short range, upon an unprepared

body of troops, may reailily produce a st.ate of demor.alizalion

which ma>' be faxourable for shock tactics.

U'hen. however, we pass from l]uroi)e to Canada, we find

the conditions so totally difTerent that we are con!|ielled to

lulaj)! our training to circumstance:-, foi it is well at once to

rcM-ogni/.e that cavalry, unlike infantry or artillery, cannot

be iiii])rovised within one year of the o])ening of any cam-
paign. This fact i- mo>t intimately related to the peculiar

characteristic of cavalry trained man, trained horse, the

furnnr to use his weapons while riding at top speed, the

latter to carry a heavy load across country at a galloj).

After tin^ di^a-tr^iH canovojr!; in !^s<<ia irs 1X!2 when
Xapi>l<'oii lost 4.')(l.()|)(l men and 11(0.(HKi liorses. Napoleon
never again w.as able to raise cavalry, and in his IKl.S campaign


