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Farmers ag Grain Shippers.

Of latoycars many of thefarmer’s organizations
have douc just asmany of their pradecessors
have done—decided to do away with the
middlemen. The blow is aimed principally
at the graio and stock buyers and the rotail
merchants at country points.

Although farmers have successfully oporated
graiu olovators aud stores on the co.operative
plan at a fow poiuts, they have nover succeeded

~ in dolng away with the middlemen. The man
they placo in charge of their elovator or their
stores is the middloman. It takes just so many
to catry on the trade of this country, and in-
oxperienced farmors cannot carry it one with
any less number than mnen who have devoted
their life to one branch of trade, arc now duing.

Grain dealers who have been buying, hand-

ling and shippivg grain for years, and have
‘theic capital at stake, will surely give more
:thought and care to the economical handling of
genin than will a salaried omploye of the farm-
crs.  Competition compels every dealer to
operate as cheaply as ho can, and do it right.
e will surely not cmploy any more help than
is absolutoly necessary to carry on the business,
3o that the farmers will be unable to do away
_with the middiemen. Few of the co-operative
‘ventures of the farmers prove successful,
.and one would naturally conclude that they
would stop risking their capital and interests
in the hands of a cheap and usually inexperi-
"enced employe.

In these days of great competitions and small

profits the honest middlemaa descrves every
cent he nakes, and more too. The howling
_demagogues and farmer agitators would have
“the grain producers believe that all middlemen
“are dishonest. Sularied employes will never
manage a grain elovator, a mill or a store, as
.cconomically, as cavefully, a3 thoughifully,
as conscientiously, or as honestly as a man whe
_has his capital ot stake, and who must rely
.entirely on profits secured against the sharpest
competition for his remuneration. —Chicago
American Elevator and Grain Trade.

Shoss a,mi Tieather,

Contrary to many predictions made a month
ago, leather is still firm, with the outlook for
November vory cncouraging. The shoe manu-
facturers can gaio nothing by endeavoring to
depress the leather market. Dealers have
secured the money for the large quantities of
material which they have sold the last four

- or five months, and with their preseat amount
of stock, which is smaller than it has been for
_years, they fecl that they can afford to wait
and let manufacturers come to their terms.
-.The manufacturers are in a different position,
They have not delivered a case on their spring
orders or secared a dollav for their stock. Thoy
" have now large quantities of boots and shoes on
‘band which they must sell beforo they can buy
any more supplies. Buyers have learned by
éxpericnce to watch the leather market closely,
Jand if they scc any marked decline in quota-
‘tions they will demand more concessions on
goods not yet delivered, or else they will cancel

. theicorders.

With leather at its present quotations the
faanufacturers fecl that they canootaford to
make shoes without a still turther advance.
‘Chey have not secured yeb an advanco sufficiont
“t0 cover the increased cost of materinls. Ariso
of 15¢ per paic would hardly be suflicient,

They have given their buyers tho benofit of the
stock they had on hand beforo the rise begon,
and from 5 to 10c extra is all thathas been
asked. ‘Their supplics have now run very low,
and they must soon replenish, They haveo
tried to put off doing this by buying only
materials which they had to have orstop work,
and oven of theso they have secured only
cnough to last them from week to week. It is
safe (o say that a further advance in boots and
shoes will occur, but it will not be as high as
mauny have supposed.

It will bo remembered that just before the
advance last spriog o leading Foglish manu.
facturer bought heavily at what was then con.
gidered o high price. Ho has agaio been ia the
market and secured large quantities of buff and
glove grain and 150 tons of splits. This is con-
sidered by doalers as o favorable omen. They
belicve that foreign mauufacturers, who are
koown to be very low in stocks, will accept the
advance, and-that the exports, which have been
slowly falling off since the middle of June, will
rogain their old figures. Coming at this quiet
time, it is readily sceu how valuable theso
foreign conunections are to maintaio a firm mar-
ket here. Through the summer and during
September dealers have had to rely upon home
consumption to keep stocks frum accumulating.
The absence of speculation has given the mar-
ket & healthy tone, and, with & good forcigo
demand from now on, dealers feel confident of
maintainiog this condition.

The strikes at Lynn have had very little in-
flucnce upon the market, because they have oc-
curred between seasons, If they are continued a
woath longer the limited supplies of Dongola
leather would be seriously felt, The stock of
goatskins now in dealers’ hands is very small,
and the prices are firm, with an upward move-
ment expected. Tongola leather has advanced
but 10 per cent. from the lowest poiot, and is
Jower comparatively than either buff or grain.
The demand for hemlock fole is just keeping
pace with the supply, and no accumulation is
noted. Prices ars holding their own, and a
change is not looked for. Bufl and grain are
greatly reduced. The concessions which deal-
ers have made in these grades of leather have
beea confined exclusively to large sales. Had
they been in less of a hurry to sell they could
have obtained the quoted prices, Hides have
remained very firm for over o week, and the
decline which was noted the first of the month
has been checked.

Tiere is greater activity in rough leather,
and it has probably now, at 2¢ off from the
highest advanced price, reached a point which
will enable curriers to produce upper leather at
a small profit. Curriers are buying more freely
but their trade partakes rather of a hand-fo-
mouth nature, and 30 is very unsteady. They
show & preference for inferior leather, as it can
be warked up to a greater profit.

There is o better assortment of all kinds of
lexther in the market, but the quauntities have
not run so low for ten years, If parties had
been holding back stock in order to intensify
the boom, it would surely have appeared beforo
this. The effect of small margins of profit
upon tho tanners is well illustrated in the
actual supply of materials which the riso in the
market this year has disclosed. The tanners
could realize nothing so thoy have ceased to
produce. 1t will take a long timo w0 put
loather in the position it was in a year ago.

Some are willing to predict that it will never
again reach so low a point.— Bradstrecs,
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Grain Elevators for Russia.

The grain elevator has pluyed such an impor-
tant part in the developinent of the wheat and
corn trade in the United States, says the
London Pall Mall Gazetie, the Ruesian laund.
holder has arrived at the conclusion that its
introduction into Russia is all that is necded
“to got rid of the ovils of which he has been
the victim.” But the Biitish consul-general,
writing from Odessa, poiuts out that the con-
ditions of the trade in the two countries “‘ars
widely dissimilar, aud thougb it is hoped that
by the instrunentality of colevators, a better
system may gradually be mmtroduced, the day
is yet far distant when anything like the regu-
larity and expedition with which grain opera-
tions are conducted in the States can be real-
ized in Russia.” \Vhile in the former country
great care is taken in the selection of seed
wheat which can be graded, the farmer being
thus enabled to deliver his wheat at the nearest
elevator, and toreceive in oxehange a certificate
specifying grade, which is a negotiable insteu-
ment, “in Russia the qualities of wheat present
such diversities of character as to be quite
insusceptible of grading.” No scientific selec.
tion of seed is attempted, ** each farner sowing
what he has by hi.a, s0 that the varieties of
wheat may be reckoned at fifty or sixty, if
their cardinal differences and the modifications
induced by the nature of the soil in which they
are raised, are both tzken into account.” The
railway company is building an eclevator at
Odessa, capable of helding over 100,000
quarters of grain, Niue other clevatorson a
smaller scale are also to be built at as many
grain centers along the lines of the country.
A credit of £63,000 has also been opeuned by the
government in favor of the Kharkoff-Nicolaieff
railway company for building an elevator at the
port of Nicolaieff, and some smaller ones along
the linc of railway. “The managers of theso
establishments will be authorized to receive
grain from the farmers at the market price of
the day, themselves carting their own produce,
and receiving advanceson it. A beginniog has
thus been made to put within the reach of the
producer the means of disposing of his cropsat
first hand ; but a small minority only will at
firat be ina position to avajl themselves of the
new syastem. As for the rest they will still
have to depend upon the Hebrew middleman.”

Railroad Accidents in the United States.

Railroad accidents in the United States dur-
ing 1889 have occurrred as follows, according
to compilation of Iuter-State Commerce Com-
mission, viz:

Kind of Accident.
Coupling and uncoupling cars

Rilled. Injurced.

....... 3,757
Falling from trains and cngines .., 493 2,011
Overhead obstroctions...oivvveniaenss 65 234
CollisionSuvecveen . civieiiananeees 0 B11 o 1,313
Deraitments ..oovviieiinies . 182 1,13
Other traln aceldents..oooeun v ines, 737 1,773
At highway crossings.......ves eenesa 437 095
Ab 3tati0n3. v s iriceian s 424 1,465
Othor COUSLE.. o vteve - oo smnssesnaneens 2,874 10,850

Totaleevevnanvnns coenresseees.5,823 26,300

Of the killed, 310 were passengers, 1,972
were employees, and 3,541 were “‘other per-
gons,” including we presume, trespassors and
persons killed at grade crossings. The figures
for 1883 wera 5,282 killed and 25,888 injured,



