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A Song of' the Stars.
Dowss iViro' tiso (1001, fleoji bicssdling bioc, it tisa

lisari. cf uis
Sisigoels eci etar oit it% glit.tering tlsrone,
A sussg of lovo ansd trisipli-aloess.
A sotig tisai tho aiges cisoirdin thsLie mornt
Wlieu Christ tihe Babo in Bethiehein wsis borni.
11a% oid. isow yosaug this anig of tie sitars,
vi'Oinag tise ages àI uaoiitiduauuai sigli,
Beariasg te iiiiau a iiiessago of liglit.
Truasspet of lisetves ansd cvsiasb cf sea
N'vice tisat wisw lisari o'cr tise isilis of Judca.

Ilark to tisai sasessaga' of peaco frein tihe utars
Ititsgittg ittsvttrt tihe lit coecred plain.
Slàelpiserts lsîve pats.itid tu lisit tu tise straiss
Feainl tise Hast 6c>d'ài love liglit4 tie iseras-
ileasis frotts tihe glories tisat Betlicui adoras.

-TitoaAst OHAoAN.

Overlooked Aspects.
liv TUF. EDITaIs.

Tin f uilesi trains oft he year are those t.hat leave
the city stations on Christmas Eve. Froin noon ta
miduiglst thera i. a constant exodus. Oid men
aud children. young men and maidens, a constant
strcamt cf bumanity tales use way ta whero the
locomotive stands itpatient ta accomplish tho reanion
of countless tamulies. It is a part cf aur national,
existence, this Christmnas home.caming, this oue day
cf& the year. For mauy years the tamiiy vas un-
divided and indivisible. But a timo came wben
firsi eue place was vacant. and thon as the years
vent, oChers. But ou Christmas: Eve th-) detached
particles are bornat swiftiy back ta thoir places.
aud an the morrov the grosp in camplete. Yct the
oad rder cbsngeth, and soon this tee camtes ta an
end. Even ai Christmua thora la a vacant chair ;
thon anathor snd another, until the dozen Inughiug
faces are but memories and thora remain but ane oa
and ane vos-y yeung. Even ta theme tho parting
camez, and presently the alier takes a place iu tho
circie cf a nov genoeraticu sud aita reminisaet,
vatcbing tho saine inevitabie sequencet perbape
througb ail its stages. And yet vithai, Christmas
la thse merry day on whicb caro must depart vhether
thse rlebhocomplets or efittimes broken Trui
la a day cf pesos on esrth.

In certain parts cf the country there are tva
aspects af physical. nainure vhlch give apposlto,
tbough it may be concurrent apprepriatenesa ta
tia occasion. Along thes coastiue cf the great lakes
there is ave and inspiration £ram tihe majestical
thundor cf migbty wavez, as they came tuxnbling
aver long mile. af chaing waters. The naturai
stilluesa cf thse village la brokon by thse ciock-iike
boive sud full cf tise ceaseleas rsir cf broakors, sud
aded ta ibis tho lu usuaily " o miner toute in
uatue' barmony, tho Plaintive tighing of thse viud,
tisai tired cf driving the wvis afarsand so vildy
stops short susong tho desolato loaf.shern branches
of ancestral trocs. At thse ZMarn trne perchauce
tisere Mnay >b tho usilent dovncomisg cf thse incv,
as peaeful sudaas pervsding as a benedictian.

'Men thse railvaya began their construction lu
titi country, alter the imrnodiate werk vas fiuished,
sud soa little moneY scqired Perb&Pu4 t.be men
vWho isad dome thse work fermed iat littie motie.
monte, somo taking rip miniature ferme, sman vork-
ing for the olderaettlers, aud zmre 1ev retaining an
empicymont vitb the railvaja. Prom tho maturu
cf thinga smre cf t.heco settlç'monta auld net b<
permanent 0! many of thcm not a vestige s-
Mains. The cabini have ksen teru dowu sud noUs
ing habitabie bastaken tioir placS& Tbecccupant,
aud their children have gono elawhere. But vhiiî
tbeyV romainod thora vere &mo Etiking examplo. af
fortitude, cf patience in long-mffezing, cf philcscphic
cisoerfulnu sud carisest Christian piety tise like ai
vidicis are mot easiîy fouud lu tise tum'iltueus
onrubi of lifo lu thse goat, centres cf Population.

In ona sucbh settlosunt thse bitter bluastht"'svoPt
uncheoked tramt tho far off ether hank of wbat vas
ance a mighty river, rattling the doarsanmd windows
of thse tiny habitation#, wero net marc celd and
droit tissu tho nover passing poverty cf the iumatos
Noithor an tho othor band wero the pin:*. that grew
upon the bloak banka mare ruggcd tissu tbe hummn
ottssprizsg. It vas not an uncommon sight ta sieu in
the dopths of winter the balf.clad, baro.iogged aud
harofooted chiidren runniasg oves- snow or naked
frozen grannd, tiss ai-seltby rosy cbeeks brightened
by happy amilea. Almoat as soon ast thoy could
walk îhey wero obligod to work. And yei in tho
lutins of their Osiholie faih, in the natural joyful*
meou of their race, the mildly falling ainow that vs-spa
tise bills iu quiet and filie the valioy with uuvaried
white vas not more genilo than. thoir aspbringing.
Christnmas vas indeed ta thein more tissu ta thoir
tavored noighbors tho years day of isoppinessand
joy. Thasu thoir'e, no more- peals cf laugister rang
ont te greet tise Wolf tald. taie, and no tales vere
botter or botter told.

There vas long ago a Christmnas festival wbich
it in ta ho feared bas duriog tho lait quarter cf a
century talion mucit ab imes. About tise fiss of
December lu ech year it was tise custora lu the
village school tu soi lassons lu peuoesuship, usuall-y
a verse or two for tho yaunger children, and for
thois- eIders anme subject vas chosen vhich would
afford ai tb s anme tires a specimea cf ability lu the
as-t of composition. Whou these bied beeaus-eudered
ln the chiid's hast style upon folios cf foolscsp, the
preciaus shoota vos-e gsrnisbed vush frames cf
sssuipulated tissue piper in rnany colora. Onlnkied
paper vas mot thon kuavu, elue tise profusion cf
decaration had been xuarveîious beyond imagination.
Tho pillars sud ailier objecta lu relief were pressed
inta service that tise ma.. favorable presertiment
migst be ensured. To this as closing day drev near
thone were added long feston cf native palm, by
vbich term; vere impliod. the oluage cf al1 the oves-
grooms cf the district. It vas fot always an es
thing ta procoure thse bout variation, sud it cf ten
useant the tramp cf severa miles aud the work cf a
vhole day. One tavorod spot vas by side cf thse
cabin used foir dveîiug place sud vorkshop by an
a bal! vittea recluse. Bobby's haabzs von- novei

theoeutccme cf fixed pus-poite except sncb ot thon au
ho feUl iuto by stress ot hangar. Hoe vas a familias
figure at thse roisr dootrs of tbe farci houses, viseret h
wau lookod upon lu varying dogrees cf kindiluesa,
but nover vlth suspicion. Hof wus et a uusicà
bout, sud -would enter witisoni special prolos-eues
suy cf the chus-ches, go straigRbt ta tise os-gan galler
sud vith oye. upon the ceiling beat turne with ýsauC
aud foot ta any measure vhatsocver. Bobby bat
viova about most thinge, but particuiarly abon
pbrcnoîoy. Hoiived many veasalonosud vaston
atlst nourly frozen tadeatb durlng oneocf theseverca
vinters c!latoyai Ho died lutisai cammon sefug
cf distressedl bumanity, tho cannty jail. But vsat
ever cime mi git be saud of Bobby, ho vwu villing ti

igive as ho vaz ta receivo, aud tise reaponaibla school
beys bad ta thank hlm for leave te, plunder a fores
tist. vas not his, sud alsa for tho aholter bis veathe
boston dvelling conld fer runis brief sessns afford
Wben the eorecus vore brougbt. it vasa mette
cf a fev nighta'bolateras vosk te veava theru inti
the noceuaary decorations, ta hind thean about th
pillana suda along thie vi, ta iaisa cf tsem, alpha
betical letton for text and inottoes, sud ta plsc
tiseeu ntie positions of houas- ove- doorvays
biackboards, and tho statuetteocf Our- Lady.

The climax came ou thse luit day cf soiool-
Exhibition day-as i wau frsnkly namod. Th
parents vwo unembîed; the cisildren ang sud s-c

5cited ; the specimens, beons- doscibed, wern inspeci
sed ; the huad pupila vers questioned by persoa e
Edistinction proet, soina high dignitW7r et the clvi
s cmxunity dlstnbuted prizes; thse pricnt gave hi
Ebioeing, *à sinile, sud turnod a meriy jest; th

s cisool vas dismiaaedl; tho childs-en aklppod meri
home aver tho swcn baply ta be xotby nov prueoutz

frein plaaaod parents, ialuiigh, a peïr of skates or
damne athor joy of the vintoir timo. rt wua tisa
*teaohor's dy of triumph.;

A tribute ta the aid Rimant~ excellente af chuar-
acter is contained in SalIust's cJamont upon. Càto,
that tho leus hu ooveted glory, the more bo acquir3d
it.

Ta ne oneo who over held high office cauid these
words be applied with greater trulli than to him
whaso passing inta the imporiahable future la the
occasion of a nation's sorrow. Thors ins osetling
more than pathetia in thtt circnmutances of this death
ef a great man. Evosi in that hour the nobiiity cf
the insu uhono forth. Frota the firat stroke bo ws
revived by stimulants administered, by friends at bis
aide. Iliît comment upan zho terrible conidition in
which hoe wae, w&8 an exprotsion of regret tbat ho
eBould have causeil annoyance by no pitiful a wcak-
neau. Thse nozi attack fosind no tstrength t.-fb
Under the haspitable raf of his Soveroigu, f resh, tram
the receipt of ho)nora beuiawed on him in recognition
cf services performod, Sir John Thompson rendered
up ta his Maker the talent tisat had been confided
ta hirn. By a coincidence, not sitigulsir, because
alt.ogether just aud ta ho expected, a city evening
paper had two adjoining editorials concerning him.
The first wu one histily but adoeirably cornposedl
when tho shockring nowa arrived. Thse second con-
tained the assertion, written in the present tense,
that Sir John Thompson vas nccessary ta hie coua-
try's welfare, and necessary te his party for at leset
6ifteen yeffrsand ntif another coula ho prodtsced of
equal fitnu for the great ta.ks that had falion ta
his band. It in not long ince snme nov thrice
happy few were %bie ta see the man aud ta hear the
beli-like tanes cf hie vaice au hoe pea affectionate
tribute ta tho memory ci bis great pred aceasor -whose
statuovas tliat dlay nnveiied ta the oye2af ageneratian
who have grown through ail cariier stages iat foi
manhood cince his mighty vork cf construction wan%
accomplished. The moving impulsa of a trong soul
vas thorn prasent, and the full aud orderly mind
ataznped itaeif mpan the flawlesa rhetoric of the
speech. One migbt esiy Zancyho could dicern in
thst impastive cauintenance the qualities cf unflinch-
ing integrity, the knowledge ai wbich, frcmn close aud
long acquaintancet prompted a generaus sud equialy
honorable apponent ta accept a wager iu which the
sentiment was thougbt ta be invaived. That ha
knov the value cf an appravlng conr.-ience and the

0foliy cf ccurting the popular clamor, bis vhole l11e
was au evidence. He sarve ta avoid the honora
heaped upon hlm. Wheu au sttack upon hls re-
ligions convictions loft an opering vbich migbi bo

Savailed cf ta acccmpliah a persoas triumph, ho diz-
nsissedl i a an impertinence. Not St. Louis, the
Cathoiic Kingaf France, zictawarriorinthe armiesuf

Sthe Crocs vent more serenoly into that other li1e
awheret combats cesse than this plain gentleman of aur

av lw and. Liko the faithfai serant thst ho was
a ho baresabout vith bim the repreeentation cf Hlim

'framn Whom flow &Il bounties aud aIl h'-pefuinems
0 The crucifix vas fouud upon bis persan u. to ]&.y

. uanisuate iu the aute mmas iu the palace at 'Wind-
Ssar; aud a pictura cf tho Saviour sud a roazsy. That

r ho discbarged his dutis faitbfafly and for their ovu
. sske in tho uiersal judgment and the highest
rpraise. Sureiy ta i may acacordod averdict of

0 corupliance vith that injunction addresaed by Ad-
0 dison ta bis cauntrymen sud trassnitted by bis avu

faine ta ail men, in the Spectatr u thut Christmns
a day nigb tva huudred years ago. vbeu Aune was

,QueSm. "LoJt the ambitions Man, thorefao, turn ail
bis DesirotaFîne thisWay (toward theoSnpeimatural
Being wba in the ouly proper Judge ci ont Puitoc-

-tiens); sud, that, ho Masy propose ta hlsusei a Faine
wcrtby cf his Ambition, lot t-m coaider that if ha

a employa bis AbilitieS ta the bost Adi-sutago, the
STurne wil coame von, the impreme Goveruor ci thz

t- Warld, the great Judge cf Mankiud, vho secs evcry
f Degree cf Perfection iu athers, aud pasezes ail
.1 passible Perfection in himsoîf, &hall prcclaim bis

Worth belorn Mou and Angeis, and prîuuSo to
him lu the Jresence oC tho vholo Creatian that best

Oand incst aignificani of Applanses, 11411 donà, tàou
" od and fath fül Serrnt, miter tsou ù2iS t)hy M1ascr'


