
Marcli ai the satne ycar, ira lieu of Monsieur llobert, wha
noer rcaclicd the colony, Monsieur Talon iras appoiuted
Intendant ai Justice, Police and Finance. Ile was autho-
rizcd ta do justice on tic corupinint af thc auilitary and
others; ta hecar and deteruaine crinainal und civil cases
under certain reservations, ilaieh ire shall laercaftcr more
fully explain.

Shortly niter lais appaintmnent, Uic governanent af France
having lcarncd tîme disproportion ai moin and iranien in thc
colony, sent out 700 trames. \VIen they arrived thc sien
ai the colony ivere infornied ai it, and sudh ai theru as
felt canipetent ta, support trives irere offercd tîcir clhoice.
The collection iras described as taîl, short, fair, brawn, fat
and lean. In lcss than fiftccn days, the dcînand iras s0
great tlmat not ane ai tIc seven Iusdred iranen rcuîained
irithout a lord and master.

Aiter tlais period, that is in 1672, dc CJoureelles iras re-
lieved by the Count ai Fronteace, irbose sanie a Coutity in
Upper Canada still bears.

In December, 1674, thc West Indus Company, having
gives no greater satisfaction in their gaverninent ai thc

ulouy than did the previaus Comnpany of thc hundred
assaciates, surrendered tiacir charter ta tIc Crows. De
Chesneau iras ina thc year follawving appointcd Intendant
of the eolony ; he iras especially cnjoined to sec that
the Sovereign Cauncil coniorincd in ail things ta the cus-
tam ai the 1rvoté and Vicomité ai Paris, and had powrer
conferred on bum ta act irithout the Council irben nccessary
ta avoid delay. Ia 1678 au elahorate code af practice iras
decrced; and in the sionth ai June, 1079, an ediet
ivas issucd, by which the King appraved ai certain articles
of thc Code Civil, repealcd others as inapplicable ta, the
thon state ai tIe calany, and substituted new regulations.

Iu process af time, besides thc Sovercigu Cauncil, ie-
rion or District Courts were isstituted at Quebce, 5fontreal,
and Three Rirers. In tIc first two there was a magistrate,
called Lieutenant General, ilia excrciscd criminal and civil
jurisdiction ; a magistrate trIa was also Judgc af tIc Ad-
miralty, callcd Lieutenant Particulier; a Crotra Attorney,
and a Clerk. lu tIc Court nt Thrce Rivers, with the ex-
ception ai there bcing no Lieutenjant Particulier, tlae officers
wcre similar to those ini Quebee ana 'Montreal. Twa sittings
ai these Courts wcre beld every weck tbraugbhout Uhc ycar,
except about six wrels in the sianth ai Septeauber and Oc-
taler, and a fartnig,,t at Easter. Frors each ai the tlarce
District Courts au appeal lay ta the Sovercign Council, and
a furthcr appeal ta, tIe King ai France, in bis Cauncil ai
State.

It may sot le, out ai place bore ta satÀce the powers of
tIe Intendant as a Minister of Justice by virtue ai the first
part ai bis commission-Intendant de la Justice.

1ke had power ta deterwinù inatters of civil propcrty iii
a sumiaTy way. Ilis jurisdiction was not liuîited to con-
tcsts under any particular %aliue, but wuas seldoin cxcrciscd
ececpt, in trifliug cases, Snell as coxuplaints of abusive lait-
gange aînd the lik-e. lc was authorizcd to delegate ]lis
power ta other persans, by comuussiuinl writiug for Unit

purpose, and the persons so appointcd by hini to, eorciso
judicial authority werc ealled lais Sub-délcgués. Thorae
wcrc usually seven appointed-tivo at Quehcc, one at Threo
Bivers, two at 'Montreal, one nt Detroit, aud one nt
Mlichiliwackiiac--which two lattcr places, thaughi now
lying without the boundaries of the P>rovince, were within,
the Province as boundcd ira the tiiane of the Freuch govern.
tuent. To thc inhabitarats ot the western part af Uic P>ro-
vince, though few, the residence of the Deputies at these
point., wvas a great couvcniencc, proenting as it did the
nccessity for journcys to Montreal, Thrce ]ivcrs or Quebcc,
ta attend the regular Courts. Though the jurisdiction af
tlhc Intendant hiniseli vas sot circunascribed, with that af
his deputies it was otherwise, They had no jurisdiction
for mancy demanda exceeding fifty livres, or about forty
shillings sterling. They had, however, power ta deterujine
camplaints concerning, abusive words anad the like smlail
offenees as rauch ns the Intendant hiniseli.

In addition to the several jurisdictions established by
the King, and in which justice wras adniinistercd in bis
ame, there were in many seignories seignarial jurisdictiaus,
in trhiel justice naiglit have been administered by the au-
thority af thc Seigniars. These Seigniors trere persans ta
whom the King ai France had granted large tracts af land
ta, hald immediatcly ai the Crown, upan certain conditions
aud with certain reservations. The riglit of a Seignior ta,
administer justice iras derived from the following trards
trIes used in bis grant "lNous donnons et coneedons une
telle étendue de terre à un tel 1i têtre de Fief et Seigneurie,
avec haute moyenne et basse justice." Thus there trere
thrc kinds ai justice irhich migît have becs administcred
by them, viz., high, middle, and kow justice. "lLa haute
Justice," or Uic highest ai these jurisdictious, consisted in a
rigît ta decide critninal matters ai tbe higîest nature, that
trere punished by loss ai life or limb. "lLa moyenne Jus-
tice," was a right ta deteranine inferiar crimes tbat did not
affect lufe or Iimb but were punishable by fine or imprisan-
mient, or such as ina tIc English law are ternicd misdemeanors.
"eLa basse Justice" iras a rigît ta deteranine onîy civil
actiïons or matters ai property, and vcry trifiing offences,
suob as abusive language or other injuries coming under
the denorsinatian of Le petit criminel, being a class af
crimes stil lower tîan those that trere the abjects af the
moyenne justice. A Seignior trIo ba the juiisdiction ia
obligea ta keep a Judge tu ait in the Seignoriai Court, and
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