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by thec same peal iii .n oppa4ie direction. If Duncan làad had a
«riii no recontre couild have been more agrceable ; but asu he had
rnot tltmi -îdvuiitagie over tlhe (lenizen of tlie wilderness, tlhe meet-
Ingr %.19s in (lhe liest degree unwelcome. Neihier party had the
pawer of retreating, for the stag, lîad Dot room to tur himself in
the îî:îrroiv path, aud irDuncan lîud turned, his back to go down,
hie knatw enougli of the crcatuire'sî habits (o be certain (bat lie
WV)UIlI rii-;h upon him whîle engaged in the dificulty of the re
treat. They stoodf therefore 1perifectly Mll and luukedl at eaclu
other ini muBu;t embarrassment for soine space.

At length the deer, wvhich was orthe largest size, began to lowv-
er is orîflers, as they do wlien <bey are brouglit to bay, and are
preparing to rush tipon hound and huntsmnan. Duncan saw the
danier of a conflict to ivlîîch lie muet probably corne hy the
%vorst, and( ;15 a last resource, srtetché-d himself on thie littie ledge
of' roctc,wvhicti lie occupied, ani tItis auvaited the resolution uvbich
(lie uleer Miouldl talie, not making the Ieast motion, for fear of
alarning, tlhe %vild and tispiciouï animnal. They remained in thl
posture flor three or four houirs, i0 the midst of a rock wivbi
wvould have suited the pencil of Salvator, and wvbich afforded
barely room enou-h for the mon and the stag, opposed to, eadh
other in this extraordinary manner.

At length thie buclc seemed to take the resolution of Passimg o-
ver the obstacles wvhicb lay in bis path, and witb this purpose ap-
proiched towards Dtuncan very slcîwly, and %vith excessive caution.
Mihen lie corne close to the Highlander, lie stooped bis liend down

as if to examine lira more closely, ivben the devil, or the untame-
able love of @port, peculiar to bis country, began (o, overcome
Duocan's fears. Seeing (lie animal proceed so gently,hie totalIy for-
got not only (the dangers of bie position, but the nuptial compact
wbich miglit have been inferred from the circumstances of tbe si-
tîsation. With one bond Duncan seized tbe deer's horns wvbilst with
(lie otber lie drewy bis dirk. But in tbe some instant the buck boun-
ded over the precipice, carrying the H-igflander allong with him.
Tbey wvent thus down upwards of a hundred feet, and were fouind
thle next morning, in the spot where (bey fell. Fortune, wbo does
not always regard retributivejustice in bier dispensations, ordered
(bot the deer should faîl undèrneotb and be killed upon thie Ppot,
while Duncan escaped witb bis lufe, but with (lie fracture of a leg
an arm, and tbree ribs. In tbis stote lie svas lying on (the carcas
of the deer, and the injuries wbich hie bod received rendered
him for the remainder of bis life the cripple 1 bave described. 1 ne-
ver could approve of Durîcan's conduct towards the deer in a
moral pint of view, (ahougb, as the mon in the play said, hie %vis
my friend) but (the temptation of a hart of grease, offering as if
were, bis throat to the korife, would hove subdued (lie virtde of
olmost any deer-staîker. Wbetber (lie anecdote is wortb record-
in,,, or deserving of illustration, remains for your consideration.
I have given you (the story exactly as I recollect it.


