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TEE& OFricEc or COREONERt.

long as the inquiry i,9 permitted to m
birace, flot merely the question of the
Cause of death, but the question of the
gu1ilt or innocence of the person causing
death; while, on the other hand, we are
iflclined to th'ink that 1 'o Coroner's jur-
i8diction needs reform, and that the
question upon every inquest should
niferely be, WThether 'the death was oc-
,casionedl by violence or by natural causes?
'The prfsent state of the law is certainly
aflomnalus and unsatisfactory,' whether
the jurisdiction to be exercisedJ be the
lilfliteà4 one suggested, or the more enl-
larged one actualJy existing; andl, in auy
case, therefore, we hold that a reformn la
11eeded. An inquest inay procced for a
COnisiderable time witliout its appearil'g
'directîy that any person is imiplicated ;
thenr a person appears to be iniplicated,
«but there is no specific chare-it may be
'flurder, it rnay be manslanghter, it Iùay
'be what you please or nothing at ail. If
the person iml)licated appears, he has,
Xlevertheless, no legal right to ixisist onl
beinig heard by counsel or solicitor-he
does flot appear as a defendant, for there
iO 11o defendant at an inquest, nor as a
WVitnessF, for that would be to conîpel himn

tO convict hirnself-he has no legal right
't'O be heard in seîf-defence, for ho la not
legauly chargred with crime, nor lias he a
legal riglit, to copies of the depositions
laadle. If hie doas not appear, and a find-
3ing lie taken that lie fled for the offence
'fui-ant fecit, as it la called-it seemas

that the finding la conclusive against hlmn,
a.nd flot traversable, "quia c'est un aufi-
-tienIt positive ley del corone." Whethcr
lie appears or not, it la the duty of the
'Coroner to bind over only those witrxesses
'W'hO Prove any material fact agaiust hlmi
aad flot tliose wlio are called for the pur-
Pose of exculpating himn; and, unlike the
deositions of witnesses be('ore tlie Grand
ýu1rY, tlie depositions at the Coroner's
1nquest of witnesses, who may die before
the trial of the indictment, rnay lie read
494in8t him. Upon this preliminary ini-
'quirY, which may or may not Iead to SI'
4'eCU8ation-.upon tlie evidence of ivit-

f5s who, are ilot subjected to, the rules
'Of legal testimony-upon tlie verdict of a

ýý,or of the xnajority of .a jury.who,
lluilike the grand jury, aithougli the in-
qaiiy lie ex-parte, are flot sworn to
4ftOCYý--and, upon tlie charge of a judge

18l i commaonly flot a lawyer, nor gifted

with tlie "Jueicia1 mind" which, unless
in rare instances, only a lengthened legal
training and experience develope-the
person inculpated by the finding of the
" Crowner's 'quest" may lie committed for
trial, and convicted, or lie nay lie out-
lawed an.d lis goods forfeited. Nor do
we think that the Court of Queen's Bencli
ever took upon itself to quash stucl an
inquisition for the improper reception of
evidenco. or as being against evidence,
nor wou]d it lie any reason for quashing
it that the law lad been improperly laid
down. Lt really adds but littie to these
anomnalies that the Coroner may, in lis
discretion, bold the inquiry in privato, or
exclude tIc person chiefly interested from
Court, or that, as we now find, his pres-
ence may lie directly irnpeded by the, law
officers of the Crown. And what, after
ail, la gained by this procesa I Even if
there lie an acquittai on the inquest, the
accused, wlien committed by the magis-
trates, will not be released. A conviction
for murder or inanslaughter on a coroner's
inquisition, witliout an indictment found
by the grand jury, "tlie Grand Inquest,"

-aithougli there may have been a rare in-
stance to the contravryi la virtually un-
k-nown ini practice ; if the magistrates
have refused to send the case for trial, or
the grand jury tlrows out tlie blli, an
acquittai is alinost invariably taken upon
the inquisition, and, if the magistrate
commits for trinl, the trial la always upon
the magistrate's comýmittal, and not on
tlie coroner's inquisition. Time and
money are wasted, continuai conflicts of
jurisdliction are occasioned, and the in-
terest.s 'of justice are in no way proînoted.
We must not be unreasonably attached to,
old institutions merely because tley are
oHd; the wisdom of Our ancestors, too,
tîought fit to restrict the functions of the
Coroner's office, for by Magna Charta it,
is declared that "Ino slieriff, Constable,
escheator, coroner, nor any other of our
bailliffs, shallliold pleas of our Crown."
And, even as they have been inhibited,
of old, from holding pleas in which there
is both accusation and answer by the ac-
cused, go now, it rnay well be that te
those whose special duty it 15 to, ilIqulfO
into charges of violence, the exercise of
this duty should lie limited, based as it
ever should lie upon a distinct and speciflo
Charge, within a prescribed jurisdiction,
and asuociated with àll the formalities of
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