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of ti type are to, be Iiberally construed ". This doctrine, how.
ever, is to be taken ca being subject to the limitation implied
in the-stateinent that "as legislation of thim character confers
upon a clasm of persons having a specifle contractual relation
with corporations new and unusual privileges and securities at
the expense of other creditors whose distributive share of the
assets la dirninished, it is in derogation of the commôn law, and
should flot be extended to eases flot within the reason ats well as
within the wordr, of the statute" '.

(c) Scope of statutes, considered witi. reforence to the chiar.
acter of tMe Icn;erti nT Newv York the Court of Appeau
has taken the position that the expression "wages," os used in a
statute granting a preferenc-P to the "wages of employés, opera-
tives, and labourera." la to bc regarded as connoting on]ly such

'For ea4e lillirning this doet.rine, see P1agstaff .llining eu. v. (n ffins
(1881) 104 U.S. 176; Set'enth Nat. H&k. v. SJoeriaidoah 1. Co. >l8q7) 35
Fed. 436; lrckimn v. Tanner 100) 184 111. 144, 50 N.C. 301 ; Bass~ v.
Docrwa n ( 1887) 11il : i o Hd 1< feLacrcu v. Iiirnc, 80 M Iit'h. 275

In Palmner v. Vacn iantuoo-rd (1891) 153 N.Y. 012ý. L.R.A. 4012. the
eourt remarked that the, Ncw York statute gratnting jireferenves ttu eom*
plo~yé4 tif ingoivent. vorporat itns iipt'l c~ocn abIrwoader poliey tiî- to the'
personsi tii be proteeted than has bet'n attributed to tht' acts imposing

in ii r# iviie-lde 900) )Tch 51:4 tite enrt, adverting t pti

reiatiiig to the' personal liabilit '% of sto(Odiolders for the' tielts of ivorpoi.
tions, oht';erveil "in il sur'h easet a t'trit't constrct ion nilcst hu Ip îedi
upoxi the sMatiites. because. althoiigl reniedial, the 'y are ln d"roga1it ti f
tht' concncon lau', ant imhpose' linabiitips; where nonc existeil hfor. litit
the' stittte ucnc1r cînflderation erpateà nt) new lililltleèt. It iý; mère,
iy a itatite regulating the' distribution of lasolvent e'stâtes. It dues not
dèe.end upon ani, eîntitutional proviýionti to authorhtt' it. [t i'egartig tilt
reunoration of labourjierformed for an tmployver as more' worthty of
payuienit thar vi-f mer ilincise debts or othttr unseiired l ains flgttit
an lasolvent t',tnr. Itý mkerti are of the same nature as thoseý whieh
prefer dehîs due to tht' Unitedi Sttîs uîr tn the Stnte. anti delits dut' for
the' laît eirknegi; ami flirerai expenses. in Ilusoivent estateA of devVaý,ed
pensons. and 1 think it should have a jut ami liheral enstrtictloa."

Ta two Stntte8 it bas heëen 'tecuorih'al1l laid clown (lint gtatutesq trtntiý
liens art, to lie strlt'tly Pon-trued. Hifniof v. (loodt ( làgiS 73 Gai. 233;
Plemntaai v. gheUtoi ( 1884> 43 Ark. MîI.

A similar vit,' gïeems ta teval' la Marv4ad 8t'Iostoý tt .R. ('o
y. lferîoantie T. & D. Ci). ( lS7tfiu 82 Ntd. 5,15. -18 1..IIA. 97. 1 8(v1. poxt.
But the' expremsion of opinion !in that enqP ig not dirc- andi eplit'it.

Tht' mie, of striet construction bas algo lxen adnpteil under tht' Civil

"Re te ýfprr ( 19991I59 NýY. ài2g. reforriag te Prople V. Reepi.tot'
(1887) 45 Ilin. 329. À«'d. Ion NX. 631 iaiemo..


