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j, flYDICIAL SA LA RIES.
The need for an increase in the salaries of the Judges, if the

j ~Country- is to L.ave the services of those best qualified for the duties
of the Bench, has frequently been dwelt upon in these columns.

The subject is now attracting the special attention of the profes-Il J!sion ; and those of the public who are competent to form an
opinion upon it fully concur in the vîews which have been
expressed at the meetings of the Bar in various parts of the
Province.il ~ It is evident that more than ever promotion to the Bench is
made the reivard for political services, and that what should be the

prizes of an honourable profession can more easîly be gained by
the adroit partizan than by the man who has made the study of
law bis great object in life. It is not, howevt:, our object at
presenit to dweli upon the evil conditions of things in that respect,
blit rathei to sugygest possible remedies, su far at least as the ques-
tion of salarv is concerned.

One grcat <lifficulty iii the way of re-adjusting, upon an
adequate basis, the salaries of the judges of the Province of
Ontariù arises from the demand which comes from the other
Provinces, especially from Quebec, that an, increase must apply to
ail the Provinces alik-e, no matter lhow~ ruch less the ivork, or less
important the duties in those P>rovinces as comp.ared with Ontario.
There is at the present time a demand for an ircrease in the Pro-
vincial subsidies. espcîallv" with regard to the cost of the adminis-
tration of justice. It seems, therefore, a fitting opportunity, to dea]
xvith this question of salaries.

W i Vhen the appointmcnt of judges wvas left in the hands ocf the
Domninion Govcrniment it was cxp)cctedl, on the I)rinciplc that the
highcr the source of pouer the more pure would be its exercise,
that the selection cf men for the Bcench would be free frorn local
bias and :ocal influence, and be more likely to be made iii theE interests of the pUtblic and the profession than if left to the

2 ~Provinces. It mnay bc that a less exalted motive liac sornethirg
te do wvith the matter. and those who framcd the scherr.c cf -

Confeéderation being practical politicians as welI as far-seeing
statesmnen, wcere desirous of retaining so important an element of'

fpatronage, or perhaps it wvas thought essential te the more sr-nooth
working of parliamcntary governimcnt. No doubt akýo the diffi-


