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tea and its exciting influence is not ta be
comparei ta the soothing character of
.'apana tea, which, oVing largely ta its
moderate price has growni into such

popular favor.

The construction of' the Cainadian Pacific
Railhvay will bring a change in the trans-
portation of' tea froi the place of growith

ta thre phlce of' consumaptioni.A tresent
tie bil k of tihe tel cones ta this contiien t
via the Suez canal, beceaise lie feight ria
Sari Francisco is about 5c. per lb. gross,
while via the Suiez cail it is only fromn
2c. to 3c. Ib. net. The first ai' ail crops of
the different kinds of tea come via San
Francisco on account or the quick passage,
the tine by that route ta New York froi
China and Japan being only 32 ta 35 days,
while by Suez canal 60 days are required.
The tiie ta England is about the sane by
either route, namiely 45 days ai' there.
abouts. The duration of the voyage iwill
be much shortened after the completion
of the Canadian Pacifie rond, the teriinus
of the road on the Pacific being nearer
the ports of Japan and China tihan San
Francisco, while the grades of the railhay,
being lower thanþrnost of the American
Pacifie, will admit Of a trafliiciat a cheaper
rate of freight i an important part Of the
transportation of the annual crop of Japan
tea will tien seek the Canadian road,
aird Montreail may becone the distribut-
ing point, of the importation, instead of
New York. England may aiso find lier
interest in using the Canadian road in
preference ta the Suez canal. The voyage
will be shorter, and the tea, especially the
high-priced qualities, wvil) not suffer in a.
northern latitude the deterioration in
fiavor due te change ni' temperature and
the excessive lient on the Red Sea.

A LESSON' FOR INýSURERS.

A recent decision of the Court of Chan-
cery in Toronto, in which the Canada
Farmers' Fire Insurance Co. of Hamilton,
Ont., defeated an attempt ta recover the
amount of a loss'uncer one of its policies,
exhibits ratier questionable practice on
the part of that conipany. Hfad the office
of local Insurance Superintendent been
in existence in 1877, the time at which
the risk referred ta ias wvritten, it is not
likely that the then agent of the Canada
Farmers' would iave,.succeeded in issu-
ing such a policy. As pointed out in our
issue of August 20th, that company' s
affairs do not appear ta be in the most
satisfactory condition ; and it is not im-
probable tiat the refusai ta pay origi-
nated in something more than mere un-
willingness.

The insurance referred ta w'as effected

in Decerrber, 1876, upon the grist and
fulling miill and rrachinery of J. W. &
W. S. Boyd of St. Canute, Que., and was
for S4,000. 'Thie survey, piarticlîi'r. of the
application, and valuations Nere ail aidie
oat, by the Comparny's agenat,, Mr. C-'. 11.
Wad e. The risk was accepted, an a
tiree yeir's' policy issured on Jarinary
11 th, 1S77. A premiuirm nte for S
was signed by the insured, and a cash pay-
ment of 885.50 made. It was statedl in
the policy that there wras a further insur.
ance on the property'of S2,501) in the
Niagara District Mtuail Fire Ins. Co.
There was at the time an icu an ce of'
$2,100 on the estate. Nit onlv did the
agent state that the coirpanry haci power
ta take the risk, but a letter was sent
him fromr the lread office, stating that it
haci this power urnder the Act o Inicor-
poration. li July, 187S, tie proprietors
(if the mill property arid land sur-
r'oudig eflected a further mra'tgage Of
$3,000 theeon, argreeing ta pay for it
the sumr of' 64,l07.6ù in fourteen sermi-
arnial instalientsof '293.40 each. The
usual transfer of insurance policies and
agreenent as te keeping tie property in-
sured haviag been arranged with the
raortgagees, the Daundee ýcotIand) Mort-
gage and Trust Investrent Co. (Iimrited),
the assigniiient of the policy was (ly en-
dorsed by the insurance company. 'T'ie
policy for s2,500 in the Niagara District
iaving lapsed, insurance was effected in
the Mutual Fire Insurance Co. of Sheiobrd
and Brone (no the Eastern Townships

Iriutual) for 81,300, vhich vas alsa trais-
ferred to the ramortgagees, and die notice
thereof given ta the Carnala Farmaers'.

The circumstances of the Eaîstern 'lown-
ships Mutual rendering a change advisa-
ble, the policy in that Company was can-
celled, and an insurance for $500 effectel
in the Scottisi Imperild.
On the 21st December, 1878, the premises
vere totally destroyed by fire, and due
notice given te the Company of the loss.
They inmediately sent out an inspector,
who induced Boyd, by alleged fraudulent
representations, to sign an agreement ta
accept S2,650 in full of ail deinands, fromr
whichr was te be deducted the balance of
the 'premiumr note remaining urrpaid,
armotntiing toe$364. The ainourt written
by the Scottisi Imperial wras promptly
paid by that company. The total amounrt
claimed by the-piaintiffs, for wh'iom Messrs.
Drummnond Bros. of this city are agents,
is $3,957.23 with interest, that is, allowing
the assessment of $112 to be deducted
from the amount written.

The plaintiffs' agents, understanding
from the Company that they were iard
pressed for money, agreed to draw

upon themi et ninety days, which was
done, and for the aforesaid amyounrt of
$3,957. 'l'ie drart was allowed te go ta
protest, the ('aom panry contending that it
shnuld have 'been f'or only >2,650 as per
agre irremi t of' Boyd viti the 'inspector, iess
prremariumn note $314. 'l'ie Company finally
re fused to pay arnything. allegiig tiat, as
a rrituiial company, tirey hiad noe aurthority
te insire ucih hazardous risks. A bill
w'as lied in ancery te compel payment.
It ap peared tihat the staturte irrcorporating
the Company aluthorizes it ta efflect con-
tracts of' ilnsul'rance argainst fire generally
n aiy c1a ri's of, bil'lidings, ipon such ternas

as right he agreed upon between
the Corpainy aind tire insured. Tien
follows arnoth'er section which enacts that
no iiiu tual iisirance shali ie effected on
nuy kiru ofmills, carpenter or other shaps
which are extra hazardous. 1L having
bebn slownii in Court tait the application
signed by the inrred iwas ipoi the mu-
trial plan, and that the risk w'as extra
iazardocs, tIhe Chancellor decided that
the policy was urltra rires, was absolutely
void, and that the plaintifls could not re-
cover under it'. in concifcldng his judg-
ment ie said :

"I shouIld have beena well pleaseci ta
have been able to come ta a diflerent
conclusion iipon the question upon viicih
L decide the case for the defendants, the
Insurance Company, in opposing the
plaintiff's claim are resisting upon inequit'
able grourads the paymaaent o a just debt.
I should irt sav this if the evidience,
which wras takeir before myself, did not
lead me te that conclusion. Isuai tiere-
fore do what, was cloe by Lard J. Gifford
in a case not uînlike this in principle-re-

fuse the company their costs'
Such a defence ias been justly charac-

terized by the Globe of Toronto, in an
article on the subject, as iniquitousi and
it advises the pecpffle ta mark such coin-

parries and resolve never te 'isure with
themn.

A point iras raised for the defendants
alse that they liad not been duly notified
of the change of instrrance froi the East-
elîrn Townships Miutual te the Scottisi Im
perial, but of this the judge took no heed.
Those vio Icnowv the worthy presicent of
the Canada Flarmers', Mr. Thornas Stock
of Waterdowi, vill wonder whether hie
cotnsels iaid anry influence in determining
the action of the company in this case, in
whici the only course in ionor open te
it iras te pay the clai and te instruct its
agents ta avoid such risks for the future.

BEET.ROOT SUGAR.
His Excellency the Governor General,

wiho it will be generally admitted would
not have given expression ta an opinion
on such a subject without having good


