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Definition.

Loss of life 
and personal 
injuries.

Contribution
between
vessels.

Presumptions 
of negligence.

shall be construed as imposing any liability upon any 
person from which he is exempted by any contract or 
by any provision of law, or as affecting the right of any 
person to limit his liability in the manner provided by 
law. 5

2. For the purpose of this Act, the expression “freight” 
includes passage money and hire, and reference to damage 
or loss caused by the fault of a vessel shall be construed as 
including references to any salvage or other expenses, 
consequent upon that fault, recoverable at law by way of 10 
damages.

3. Where loss of life or personal injuries are suffered by 
any person on board a vessel owing to the fault of that vessel 
and of any other vessel or vessels, the liability of the owners
of the vessels shall be joint and several ; 15

Provided that nothing in this section shall be construed 
as depriving any person of any right of defence on which, 
independently of this section, he might have relied in an 
action brought against him by the person injured, or any 
person or persons entitled to sue in respect of such loss of 20 
life, or shall affect the right of any person to limit his 
liability in cases to which this section relates in the manner 
provided by law.

4. Where loss of life or personal injuries are suffered by 
any person on board a vessel owing to the fault of that 25 
vessel and any other vessel or vessels, and a proportion of 
the damages is recovered against the owners of one of the 
vessels which exceeds the proportion in which she was in 
fault, they may recover by way of contribution the amount
of the excess from the owners of the other vessel or vessels 30 
to the extent to which those vessels were respectively in 
fault;

Provided that no amount shall be so recovered which 
could not, by reason of any statutory or contractual limita­
tion of, or exemption from, liability, or which could not for 35 
any other reason, have been recovered in the first instance 
as damages by the persons entitled to sue therefor.

2. In addition to any other remedy provided by law, the 
person entitled to any such contribution as aforesaid shall, 
for the purpose of recovering the same, have, subject to the 40 
provisions of this Act, the same rights and powers as the 
persons entitled to sue for damages in the first instance.

5. Section 916 of The Canada Shipping Act (which pro­
vides that a ship or raft shall be deemed in fault in case of a 
collision where any of the regulations under Part XIV. of 45


