There are no more loyal and patriotic citizens of Canada than
the people of German descent in all parts of our Dominion. Both
in the East and in the West they have been earnest and active in
endeavour and in aid. And it is particularly to be noted that
citizens of German descent in Canada are a peace loving people
and averse to all forms of militarism. They thoroughly under-
stand and appreciate the principles of democratic government ; they
detest absolutism and abhor war. But if the teachings of the most
advanced thinkers of Germany are to be regarded and if the course
of the German Government is to be considered as expressive of the
national spirit, no such ideal animates the German people. Ger-
many is disposed to dismiss with indifference and even contempt
all proposals for settling international differences by peaceful
methods. Indeed, the German Government seems to consider any
such proposals as expressly directed against Germany’s interests
which, as they conceive, demand that her military power must
inevitably be employed for her national development and advance-
ment through the subjugation and humiliation of other nations
and the appropriation of such of their possessions as she may find
most useful for her purposes. This conception carries with it the
ideal that in all the centuries to come brute force shall be the
highest right; that the most powerful nation shall be a law to
itself; that its treaties and obligations may be put aside when
necessity arises, and that the national will shall alone be the judge
of that necessity. If all the teachings of Christianity and all the
ideals of modern civilization point only to this result, mankind has
not great reason to regard its ideals and standards as on a higher
plane than those of the brute creation. Indeed, one should then
say that man was made a little lower than the brutes,

“No more? A monster, then, a dream,
A discord. Dragons of the prime,
That tare each other in their slime,
Were mellow music matched with him.”

Such ideals are not helpful to humanity, and the sooner they
are dispelled and dismissed the better for the nation which enter-
tains them and the better for the world. If this war was necessary
for that purpose, let us not regret that it came when it did.

In common with the whole world, we fully recognize and
appreciate the great qualities of the German people and all that
they have achieved in the highest spheres of human activity and
usefulness. With them we desired no contest, except in generous
rivalry for the advancement of all that is best in modern civiliza-
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