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perience of the healing virtues of herbs and 
plants, and is frequently found among unciv­
ilised and savage nations. This circumstance 
now obliged me to be their physician and 
surgeon, as a woman with a swelled breast, 
which had been lacerated with flint stones for 
the cure of it, presented herself to my atten­
tion, and by cleanliness, poultices, and heal­
ing salve, I succeeded in producing a cure. 
One of my people, also, who was at work in 
the woods, was attacked with a sudden pain 
near the first joint of his thumb, which dis­
abled him from holding an axe. On examin­
ing his afm, I was astonished to find a nar­
row red stripe, about half an inch wide, from 
his thumb to his shoulder ; the pain was vio­
lent, and accompanied with chilliness and 
shivering. This was a case that appeared to 
be beyond my skill, but it was necessary to 
do something towards relieving the mind of 
the patient, though I might be unsuccessful 
in removing his complaint. I accordingly pre­
pared a kind of volatile linament of rum and 
soap, with which I ordered his arm to be 
rubbed, but with little or no effect. He was 
in a raving state throughout the night, and the 
red stripe not only increased, but was also ac­
companied with the appearance of several 
blotches on his body, and pains in his stom­
ach ; the propriety of taking some blood from 
him now occurred to me, Mid I ventured, from 
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