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:ond in command, after them. Now the reader will

loubtlefs wonder, that fuppofmg Mr. Byng (hould be
loinld at Gibraltar by the two or three (hips in the Me-
literranean, which was but a mere chance, what force

xould he detach after the enemy's fleet, which, accord-

ing to the bed information, conOfled of at lead twelve

""iips of the line, and have left for the fervice of the

lediterranean ? Admiral Byng reached Gibraltar on
^he 2d ofMay, where he was joined by captain Edge-
cumbe with one fliip and a floop, who informed him,
that the French troops had actually made a defcent on
the ifland of Minorca ; that there was a French fi^uadron

)f thirteen (hips of the line, commanded by M. de la

jalifKonniere, cruifing off the ifland; and that he had
3een obliged to retire on their approach. The admiral,

Agreeable to his indrudtions, demanded of lieutenant

general Fowke, the lieutenant governor of Gibraltar, a
ietachment from his garrifon, equal to a battalion ; u-

aon which the governor called a council of war to de-

liberate on two fucceffive orders, which he had received

from lord Harrington, the fecretary at war, which ap-

')eared to him inconfident and equivocal ; the majority

vere of opinion^ that no troops ought to be put on
)oard the fleet, iexcept a detachment to fupply the de-

icFcncy in' the little fquadron of captain Kdgecumbe,
nho had left a number of his men with captain Scroope

ro affid in the defence of fort St. Philip. Mr. Byng
finding that watering and cleaning here would be at-

tended with delay and difficulty, refolved in the mean
fime to communicate all thefe pieces of intelligence to

the lords of the admiralty, which accordingly he did

In the following letter ; but, unfortunately for him, it

noved his ruin.

SIR,
Ramillies, in Gibraltar-Bay, May 4, 1756.

This comes toyou by exprefs from hence by the way of
Madrid^ recoimnended to Sir Betijatnin Keene^ his majejlfs

linijler at that place^ to beforwarded with the utmoji expe-

iition,

I arrived here with thefquadron under my command, the

hd iiijlant in the afternoon ^ dfter a tedious pajfog^ oftwen-
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