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CORRESPONDENCE.

From "THE TIMES," May 16, 1894.

THE PACIFIC CAlJIiE QUESTION.

Sir John Ponder has luIdnsHcd the followin}^ litter to

Sir Charles Tapper :

—

WiNCIIKSTI'.ll TIoCSK, LoN'DuN, K.C.,

Mnj ir,, IHJM.

Dkak Slit CiiAUi.Ks TtiiM'KU,—I havo carcriilly looked tlirou^di

the paper wliicli you read last week at the iiientiiiL; of the Uoyal

Coloiiiiil liistiliiU', and liad 1 l»ecn well enoiij,di to Jitteiid the

lueetiiij,' I should hiive iiia(h an elVort to he present.

I caiiiiot, however, allow your slatoinei)t to pass unehallenj^'od

that tile " protest aj^'ainst the [iroposed cahle is lar^'ely hascd upon

fallacies," feeliii.i,' eonvineed that il" you would earei'ully study our

fi^'ures a)i<l a,i';^Miintnts, whitdi are hased on actual Tacts and prac-

tical experience of cahle workin;,', and compare! them with those

furiuHlied by ^Ir. Saiidford Fleming', you would come to the

conclusion that the fallacies are not on our side, but on your own.

For instance, to take the ih-st point in your paper relating' to

amortization, you are entirely mistaken in stutiiii,' that " some

5,;jr)0 miles (or about IJO per cent.) of the 1H,0()() miles of cahle now

Ibrmiii}^' the system of the Fastern Extension Tele^'iaph Company

is more than twenty years old, and is still in working' condilion,

the balance of about l:i,(»50 miles bein^' duplications and extensions

laid since 1H71." As a matter of fact, marly the whole of the

cables ori^dnally laid by the Eastern I'^xteiision Company have

been renewed, some entirely, and in a considerably shorter period

than twenty years.

Then, as to your estimate of trallic for a Pacific cable, y^^.^ have

(uiite i<,Miorcd the fact that at the Wellington Conference it was

decided that the ordinary tariff should be 9s. per word, instead of

8s. 3d. as proposed by Mr. Sandlbrd Fleminfi^ ; conse«]uently, after

the necessary out-payments are deducted, which would probably


