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"This is a quotation from the Egyptian
communication. And that declaration was
balanced in the aide-memoire by a declara-
tion on the part of the United Nations,
through the Secretary-General, and I quote,
that 'the activities of UNEF will be guided,
in good faith, by the task established for the
Force' in the resolution of the General Assem-
bly, and that-again I quote-'in particular,
the United Nations, understanding this to cor-
respond to the wishes of the Government of
Egypt, reaffirms its willingness to maintain
the UNEF until its task is completed.'

"This, then, . . . is the nature of Egypt's
consent to the presence and functioning of
the United Nations Emergency Force on
Egyptian territory. There has been no in-
tringement on the sovereignty of the Govern-
ment of Egypt by the action of any other
government or governments. But in the
arrangements made and in the agreement
which I have referred to, the United Nations,
which established this Force to do certain
tasks, clearly bas a right to be consulted as
to whether and when these tasks have been
cischarged, as it would if they were to be
extended. From this, it follows in our view,
and this is the view of the Secretary-General
also, that if Egypt should at any time make a
request for UNEF's withdrawal, the appro-
priate procedure would be for that request
to go first to the Advisory Committee on
UNEF through the Secretary-General. There
it would be discussed by the Committee which

was set up for that purpose by the Assembly,
and if necessary and desirable the whole
matter could then be referred to the full
Assembly for decision. And therefore any
question of whether UNEF should be with-
drawn would become a matter for discussion
with and decision by the United Nations. This
is this government's understanding of the
procedure which should be followed.

"Having said that, however, I should add
if Egypt refused to accept the United Nations
view that UNEF's task was still unfinished,
and that UNEF should not be withdrawn,
Egypt would, in our view, be nullifying its
acceptance of the Assembly's basic resolution
establishing the Force and laying down its
function.

"Nevertheless, the Assembly does not have
any authority under the Charter of the
United Nations to create binding legal obli-
gations on member states, and Egypt, there-
fore, could not, in the last resort, be com-
pelled by the United Nations Assembly to
continue to accept any resolution or to co-
operate in carrying it out. The Assembly
cannot force its view on any state although
in certain contingencies the Security Council
can attempt to do that."
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