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SOCIAL PROGRAMS[Translation]

Mr. Chris Axworthy (Saskatoon—Clark’s Crossing, 
NDP): Mr. Speaker, those who speak on behalf of and know the 
problems faced by the less well off in Canada today pointed out 
the complete about face of the Liberal government on social 
programs and health care.

Seven billion dollars less in the two years 1996-97 and 
1997-98 is deeper than stated in the budget and will mean severe 
cuts in health care, post-secondary education and social pro­
grams across Canada. With federal government spending declin­
ing soon the federal government will have no power to ensure 
accessibility to health care, post-secondary education and so­
cial programs to all. It is the end of medicare and, with the end of 
CAP, provinces will not have to have social programs at all.

Canadians did not vote for this. The Liberals did not campaign 
on the total dismantling of Canada’s social safety net and 
Canadians do not want to see the continuing Americanization of 
our society, whether it be carried out by Conservatives or by 
Liberals.

LABOUR RELATIONS

Mr. Bernard St-Laurent (Manicouagan, BQ): Mr. Speaker, 
the events of the last few days have exposed the many shortcom­
ings of the federal labour relations legislation. The two special 
acts voted in over the last two weeks to bring workers back to 
work are the most recent examples of the warped effects of 
archaic federal legislation.

Cabinet is hiding behind proposed reforms to the Canada 
Labour Code which apparently are now being studied. Yet, the 
provisions on strikebreakers have been well known for several 
years. It has been 17 months since the Liberal government was 
elected, and still nothing has been done regarding the issue.

When the time comes to bring in laws denying workers their 
rights, the government can work quite quickly, but when it 
comes time to correct provisions which victimize workers, the 
Liberals are happy enough to adopt an intolerable wait-and-see 
policy.

Newt Gingrich’s Canadian fellow travellers Ralph Klein, the 
leader of the Reform Party and now the Prime Minister are 
turning back the clock to the thirties. Canadians need a govern­
ment that works for Canadians and they deserve to have a 
government which keeps its promises. We used to say—

[English]

MP PENSION PLAN
The Speaker: The hon. member for Kingston and the Islands.Mr. Jim Silye (Calgary Centre, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, in 

honour of Oscar night I present the top 10 Liberal excuses for 
keeping the fat cat pension for life plan.

(10) Hey, come on, we work weekends.

(9) The Deputy Prime Minister is going to need it when she 
resigns for not keeping her campaign promise to scrap the GST.

(8) If it were not for this plan Liberal members would not be 
of such high quality, like the member for Halifax, Nova Scotia.

(7) It is the only long term financial commitment the govern­
ment can make.

* * *

THE TRAGICALLY HIP

Mr. Peter Milliken (Kingston and the Islands, Lib.): Mr. 
Speaker, I am pleased to rise today in the House to congratulate 
the Tragically Hip for their success last night in winning two 
Junos: entertainer of the year and group of the year.

The Hip have now won five Junos, including entertainer of the 
year for the third time. The group of Gord Downie, Gord 
Sinclair, Paul Langlois, Johnny Fay and Robbie Baker is from 
my riding of Kingston and the Islands and has a strong commit­
ment to the Kingston community.

(6) How else will they afford health care in their golden years?

(5) You do not expect them to rely on the Canada pension plan, 
do you?

(4) After they retire they will have to pay for their own trips.

(3) There is not room for all of them in the Senate, is there?

(2) If you think about it, their pensions are small when you 
compare them with the national debt of $550 billion.

(1) The Prime Minister will need the money for a place to stay 
when the leader of the Reform Party moves into 24 Sussex 
Drive.

•(1415)

The entertainer of the year award is voted on by fans and is 
testimony to the band’s wide appeal in Canada. The Tragically 
Hip sold out its recent 20-event tour of Canada in three days and 
has sold over 500,000 copies of its recent album “Day for 
Night”.

While the Hip was winning Junos and praise in Canada on the 
weekend, it was also making a break into the American market 
with an appearance on “Saturday Night Live”.


