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but on $4.86î, which makes the duty even
higher. This should be figured out se that
the committee, as we go through the items,
will know the actuel duty that will have te
be paid on each of tbem. If we do this we
nîay find that the duties on articles coming
from Great Britain are higber than on articles
coming from other countries.

Mr. RALSTON: I quite agree with the
hion. member for Weyburn and the lion.
member for WiIlow Bunch. I do flot sea what
difflculty thora is in the ministers having
prepaed for the eommittee a computation
which bias been repeatedly given in the bouse
and whicb, while it bias flot been challenged,
at tbe samne time bias flot been feirly met.
It is because tbe country does nlot realize
the total ameunt of duty whicb is being im-
posed tbat thero is flot a stronger protest
against tbe systemi wbicb is now in force in
this country. Tbe request xwhicli bas been
made is a reasonable one and it should bo
quite easy to work out the answer. I bave
bad an opportunity more tban once to do
exactly the seme thing in connection with
various items, and unless tbe goverilment is
ashamed of tbe rate of duty whicb is being
charged, it mighit at least give us the benefit
of the computation which can bo readily
made in reaspect of any item. Whiat we w'ant
is a statement froma a respensible minister of
the cî'own as ta tbe percentago of duty actu-
ally ebargeable in connection, let us say, with
this particular item, at today's rate of ex-
change and at tbe aunrent rate at wbich the
pound ie fixed. Tben 'se shaîl have an idea
just bow much duty ie boing charged. Par-
baps the bouse realizes in a general way bow
mcl duty is being imposed, but I do flot
think the country dees and 1 do flot believe
tbis can bo brouglit homo te the governmant
tbemse]ves until they take their lead poncils
and figure eut how munch this imposition
of a dcty on the pound et par, wben as
a matter of fact the goods are being
bouglt at, say, S3.72, moanis, plus the
thice per cent excise tax, plus, in semae casas,
a spocific duty, plus an ad valorem duty.
Then thora is the special dumping duty repre-
senting the differenco betw'een the fixed rate
of the pound foir lot us say tbe current two
weaks and $4.40, wbicb is the rata wbicb bias
been fixed for the pound for soe time. These
are tbings which the cominittee ouglit to
knew and wbich tho mninisters cen fairly ba
asked to give. There is no mystery about it
at ail. There is no reason wby statisticiens
should flot sit down and in fifteen minutes,

[Mr. Doî,nelly.]

if they are really sarjous, give us this inf or-
mation in connection with any one of these
items.

Mr. RHODES: My bon. friand from. Shel-
bcrne-Yarmouth wes not prosent this aftor-
noon or hie would bave beard me giva an
undertaking, in connoction witb a similar ques-
tion whicbi was submitted by my hon. friand
from Weybcrn, and anotber bon. member,
that bofore wo would a.sk the committae to
riso and report tbe resolution we would ask
for a computation to ha made in oach in-
stance by responsible officials of the dapart-
ment.

Mr. RALSTON: 'I beard my bon. friand
givo that undartaking toniglit, but it dees net
assist us in gotting et these figures now. I
arn suggesting tbat it could hc donc in tan
minutes by anyone who is familier witb the
mattor, and there is ne reasen wby we should
have te wveit till the last minuta for the in-
formation.

Mr. SPOTTON: If you wcre bore more tban
oe day a nionth you wocld learn about it.

Mr. RALSTON: At laet porbape I arn as

ornamental as iny bon. fiind whio is bore all
tlîe tiimue. 1 do submit, Mr. Chairman, that
if ny hion, friands are raally serious about
giving the committee the informiation a comn-

putatiun cuuld be made in a vcry short timo
and we slîould net have ta wait until the
conimittee ises.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: If nly lion.
friand is unwilling te givo the information
until just before the comîniiittee ri.aOs, perhaps
hoe will ho good eoughi to tell the commrittea
whetheî' the caîculation of The Economist of
London in its issue of October 22, 1932, is a
correct oe. The Econoinist hm. prcpared a
special supplemient dealing with the Ottawa
agreemecnts. It is a careful statoînent of tha
effeot of the tariff changes, and I sbould likie
to rca(l te my lion. friand oe of the para-
grapl's which doals witb this mattor. The
stateinent La:

'j'le (Canadien) tariff is, however, payable
on the vailue et the article translated inte
dollars et tia rate of $4.86 te the pound, and
net et tha actuel rate of about $3.70 te the
poinid. In rneny cases this provision alene
inautralizes tha British preference in companison
with comntries which are on the gold standard.

In adlditionl te the ordinary tariffs, imports
lnt( Canadla are chargeabla with three other
taxes. The first of these je the sales tex, naw
at the rate of 6 par cent, which is not eseen-
tial]y protective, since it je aise payable on
hine prroduc.ts. The second, is the special
excisa tex, anîeîînting te 3 par cent, whicb,
despite its naine, is payable only on imports.


