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other two tenders. I submit, shertiy, that
this is a most unfair system; if a second and
third tender is to be aliowed in respect to
these supplies, then every person who made
a tender in the flrst place should be given
the saine privilege. There are certain regula-
tions governing the wveighing of the ceai.
Wben this firm had been pcrmittcd to submit
the second and third tenders they sbouid
have been satisfied, but I find frein the
records of the department that this ceai wvas
net weighed on military scales. The pay-
ments have been made, the ceai is in the
bins, and we must let it go.

A third metbod of deiivery was by truck.
Weights were submitted for 8,800 pounds,
8,700 pounds and 8,400 peunds, but it was
flnaliy discovered that the scaies upon which
this ceai had been weighed had a capaeity of
only 8,000 pounds. It is te the credit of seme
efficial of the department that this discrep-
ancy was discovered, and a certain ameunt cf
money xvcs refunded. If that were done with
a few truckloads, how much did the depart-
ment suifer in the deiivery cf 1,500 cartioads
which came in unweighed?

These tenders have been handled in a very
unfair manner. I find that the department
bas twe kinds of notices. One is sent te the
tenderer when he is net the iewest; if he iS
the iexvest and dees net get the contract, he
receives a different kind of notice. That is
a most unusui method te he adepted by any
department, and one %vhich enables people
te bid the second time. This matter sheuid
be investigated and had 1 known cf it eariier
I wouid have brought it hefore the bouse
eariier in the session.

Mr. RALSTON: When my hon. friend mec-
tioced the other day the matter of the returo,
I made inquiry of the deputy just befere he
went away and I understood that the diffi-
culty was as te the weigh bis. As my hon.
friend knoivs, I arranged that he should be
ailowed te see the original weigh bis.

Mr. ROSS (King.ston): I teck advantage
cf that opportunity and it ivas frem that ex-
aminatien that I discovored that the regu-
ictions bcd neor been complied îvith. It "vas
claimed that thev posse-,sed twe or three sig-
natures of the quartermaster, but there was
net a single item cf payment which was
initia1lied bvý that gentleman. 1 inight state
that thne mac îvhe was supposed te weigh this
coal ivas taken away on the last day by the
tenderer. There should have been a check
made of the weigh bis presented by the
tenderer, and militarv form No. 19 should
have been used. However, that wvas net dore
in tue case cf about 1,100 cartioads.

[.Mvr. Ross (Hing-.ton).l

Mr. RALSTON: I theught the oniy matter
in dispute was with regard te the weigh bis,
and I asked the department and the com-
mandant te give me a report in this reg ard.
Therefere I ?.n un-able te give my hon. friend
ail the facts which he desired. Two tenders
were put in-

Mr. ROSS (Kingston) : There were three.

Mr. RALSTON: My officer bere tells me
that two tenders at least were put in for de-
iivery at twe different places. One tenderer
quoted a different price fer each place and
the cuber tenderer quoted a fiat rate. Later on,
witbout any suggestion eitber directly or in-
directly frein the department, a telegrain was
received from the tenderer wbe had queted
different prices for each deiivery point queting
the lower price fer both delivery peints. This
telegrarn wvas received before the time fer
receiving tenders had eiapsed acd the con-
tract waa awarded te that particular tenderer.

The report cf the commandant regarding
the weighing cf the ceai is as foiiows:

It is explainedi that. althoîgi M.F.1B. 19 lias
net 1)cen utjlized, ncvertheless ail cf the ceai
%e as w eiglicd on the gevernmment w cigli se-ales
at K ingsîten by a qîîali lied reprosentative cf the
comnindanît, R."M.C. i n the person cf E. Il.

W t.caretai:cr. [.M.C., whlose signacture i
a p1( dte w-cigh bilils, wî th tiie e xcept ion

of those signed by the quartermiastcr hiniselt.
'lie ether signature, viz.. tbat of A. Cccihaini,
cleaner and heiper. B.MI.C., voîicles for the
actuai recvjpt cf eachi lod et ccci at the B2-I1.C.
at the end cf the jorncy between the govero-
ment w eigh scale in the city cf Kingston and
thec I1.Mý.C. gretunds. The greatest possible
.supervisien and care bas been exeî-ciscd over
the weigliîcg and cartage cf this ceai: the gov -
errnment w eigh scalp w as daiiy visitcd iîY tbe
quartermnaster R...who persecaliy w itneseîl
dîîiing bis visits the weigiîing cf ceai ani lins
himiself signed certain weigh bills, in a(dition
te givicg his eertificate on the famct et tim
firmn's acceunit.

Se long as tue cei was weighed en govero.
tuent w eigl scaies acd the w-eighing carricd ont

as bas lîcen donc in this case-1liv a repjoîîsibi.
a e leonipctent civil eniplo.vee rî-prosectini tue

..Cit w-as felt tiîct tue reufflation., gov-
ercing tlie rcceipt cf ceai ivere lîeicg propoîerl>y
cinl cdeqîictely carried ont; importance wmas
îiîfertiinatciy net attaciîed te the use of 'M.].B.
19 te record wveiglits. in fact tue regillatimn
goyerniîîg this peint did net coine te rniîîd iw b-n
the formas supplied by contracter wvcre takeni
inte use. As seen. however, as it \vas point--l
ouit by district anditor tlîat M.F.B. 19 shldi
lie used, a suppiy of that feri w'as inîîit
c.btajncd frem the D.S. and T.O.. M.D. No. 3.
and is new being îîtilized. acd ivili acceîîîîii
the accemints foi- the balance cf tue ceai stili
due under timis contract.

That is sigced liv C. F. Cen-tantine. Briga-
dieri, commîandant, RoYciMiitr Collcge.


