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don county council purposed erecting new
buildings they offered an enormous prize,
and 1 understand the designs submiitted
provide for -buildings quite 'worthy of the
purposes for which. they are intended.
What has fbeen doue ini connection with
this competition? -Rave the prizes been
awarded, and is the successful competitor
to bie entrusted with tihe new building?

Mr. PUGSLEY. Prizes were awarded by
the committee 'entrusteci with the consid-
eration of the plans and awarding of
prizes, but the department did not decide
ta aocept any of the plans, and plans have
been prepared by the architectural staff of
the departmnent under the direction of the
chief architect.

Mr. LAKE. Are these designs to be sub-
!mitted to a body of experts before tenders
are called for, as indicated by this article?

Mr. PIJGSLEY. No, except to the ex-
perts of the -department.

Mr. LAKE. ,This is a most important
matter, and it is due to this House and
this country that some more inspection
should be made of these plans than ap-
parently is proposed by the Minister of
Public Works. However good, and however
able bis architects may be, I do not think
iL is sufficient simply to put this matter
into the hands of one body of men, we
ought to have these plans o -n exhibition, so
that the public at large may see them, may
-ci itîcise themn and a body of experts should
be appointed to look into them. The mem-
bers should also have an opportunitv of
seeing the plans and understanding the
nature of tihe building for which they are
asked to appropriate this enormous sum
of money. As I said, it seems to me, that
the last buildings constructed in this city
entirely from the designs of the department
are flot of such a character as in my hum-
ble judgment the great public departinen-
tai buildings of the Capital of Canada
should be.

Mr. PUGSLEY. As 1 have. explained,
some years ago, before I became minister,
co'mpetitive designs were invited from Cari-
adian architects. A number of desigus
were subxnitted and the committee of archi-
tects to whorn the plans were referred, de-
cided upon three sets of plans to which
the flrst, second and third prizes were
âwarded. Thre plans were ahl exhibited in
t'le RailWay Committee room. Aflter care-
fui consideration, the department decîded
to adopt none of these plans for reasons
-which seemed good to the departiment.

Mr. FOSTER. Was týhat on thre question
of style or of cost P

Mr. PUGSLEY. On the question of
style of thre plans. In thre opinion of the
department, and 1 and other members o!

the government who saw the plans, enter-
tained tire same view, none of these plans
were thre best that could be devised and it
was decided ta direct the chie! architect
to prepare new plans. These plans were
exhibited last session.

My hon. friend has referred to an article
in tbe 'Citizen' about au alteration in thre
plans. Au alteration has been made, and
I regretted tis, but it was necessary, in
view of certain improveanents in the na-
ture of a driveway by tire Ott *wa Improve-
ment Commission. Owing to ihis driveway
it was thought better to preserve Macken-
zie avenue as a public highway. Iu the
previous plans, a building was provided to
encroach upon or entirely take up Mac-
kenzis avenue. Upon consideration and
after hearing the views of tire Ottawa Im-
provement Commission, the goverument de-
cided tirat it would be better to leave Mac-
kenzie avenue open as a public highway,
as a part of the driveway. That necessit-
ated narrowing thre building. Then came
thre question whetirer we sirould leave the
building of tire samne height. It will be
understood that in erecting a departmen-
ta! building of that size, it was desirable
to have a well in the centre to afford light
to the muner offices.

Mr. FOSTER. What is the width from
Mackenziie avenue to Sussex street P

Mr. PUGSILEY. About 200 feet. As we
had to uarrow the building by about 40)
feet in order to leave Mackenzie avenue
vacant, it became uecessary, in order to
give sufficient light to the offices on the
well, to reduce thre height of the buildings
by at least one etory. This will greatly
improve thre building so f ax as the light-
ing o! the muner offices is concerned. The
original plan provided for 7ý stories on
Sussex street and 6 on Mackenzie avenue.
Under the changed plans there will be 6
stories on Sussex street and 5 on Macken-
zie avenue.

A word in regard to thre architectur,- of
thre buildings recently erected by the gov-
erument. I do not profess to be any more
skilled in architecture than by hon. friend,
but I think I can safely say that opinions
diff-cr very much if my hon. friend's opinion
reflects the views of any considerable num-
ber of people, because I bave heard -a good
many people speak iu ternis o! high praise
of tire Archives Building, of the Mint, and
more especially of the Victoria Memorial
Museum, which is spoken of as being of
very beautiful dasign and one of wirich tire
country may well fée. proud. My ihon.
friend speaks o! tire Grand Trunk irotel,
whicir I think is a very fine building. But
I ara sure tirat if it were a public building
it would receive a lot of criticism. Many
people would say that therc is not suffi-
cient ornamentation about it, that it is too
plain, and altogether unattractive, aud yet


