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reducing the duty upon the cheaper cottons.
Well. Sir, that duty has not been decreased
but increased by this tarif. With regard
to those cheaper cottons, I bave also urged
the Government to lower the tarif. But
we have a stronger support than the hon.
gentleman I bave mentioned, who is fnot in
the Government, we bave one of the Min-
isters themselves, the Minister of Trade and
Commerce (Sir Richard Cartwright) who,
we ail know, with his unmeasured power
of eloquent vituperation, branded these
duties upon the necessarles of life a,; legal-
ized robbery. and used still stronger expres-
sions than my limited power of enunciation
would enable me to get round-all denun-
ciatory of the very men, of wbom the tariff
of this Government is in the Interest, as
mucih as any tarif could well be. I hope we
shall see Implements on the free list or at
least the duty reduced. I am not
going to move a motion because we have
the declarations of those bon. gentlemen
that they are going to stand by the Govern-
ment through thick and thin. They havè
left the independent position of Patrons,
they have taken up their position, not on a
Patron but on a Liberal base, as thlek and.
thin supporters of the Government; and
what their conduet means Is this, that on
every Patron in this House. Ichabod is writ-
ten. Their glory is departed, their useful-
ness is gone, they can effect nothing. The
principles they undertook, the pledges they
made. the promises they scattered broadcast
over the western prairies, and on the
strength of which they were elected-all
these are now obliterated and trodden under
foot by these men who came here-I was
about to say on false pretences, but will
refrain from doing so-and who have falsi-
fled their promises and pledges In a way
that it is depresslng to contemplate, that is
degrading to parliamentary life and Injuri-
ous to the country.

FAST STEAMSH'IP SERVICE.

Mr. WALLACE. Before you leave the
Chair, Mr. Speaker, I wlsh to say that I
understood the hon. Minister of Trade apd
Commerce, In bis reply to the leader of the
Opposition, to say that the Governmen-t had
no intimation from the Imperal Govern'
ment regarding the transAtlantle service. I
would like to ask whether they have had
any communication from Mr. Peterson, of
Newcastle, with regard to the signing of the
contract I would like to ask, also, whe-
ther there is any ground for the rumour
that has been circulated that Mr. Peterson,
of Peterson, Tate & Company, of New-
castle, the gentleman who contracted for
these steamships, Is a Germian, and that the
German Government ls making up a por-,
tion of the subsidy requlred for the fast
Atlantic service, and that ln return the
company wil give preferential rates on Ger-
man freight from Great Britain to Canada,?

The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-
MERCE. I have not heard of any such
rumour, or that Mr. Peterson is a German.
So far as I can recollect, he is a geandl-
navian.

An hon. MEMBER. He is a Dane.
The MINISTER OF TRADE AND COM-

MERCE. I shall make it my particular
business to inquire whether Mr. Peterson
has entered into a contract with Kaiser
WIlhelm for the purpose of giving prefer-
ential rates, but -I am afraid my hon. friend
bas been what, in vulgar parlance, Is called
stuffed. We have not recelved any com-
munication from Mr. Peterson other than
the report that everything is going satisfac-
torily.

Motion agreed to, and the House again re-
solved itself Into Committee of Supply.

(In the Cormmittee.)
Publie Works-Chargeable to Incoie-

Collingwood Harbour-Improvement of. $80,000
Mr. BENNETT. Before this item passes,

I would like to ask the Minister of Public
Works what the intention of the Govern-
ment is with regard to a large contract
which it is rumoured the Government is
about to undertake. A short cime ago, ln
answer to an inquiry, fthe. hon. Minister or
Publie Works said that already tne large
sum of over one-quarter of a million dollars
had been expended ou the harbour of the
town of Collingwood, and If runiour is right,
a contract now for considerably over $250-
000 is to be let, or bas been let, with the
view of completing the work at that town.
At the outset,. I do net wlsh to be under-
stood as remonstrating against an expendi-
ture at the town of Colllngwood ln this re-
gard. I fully realize the fact that, owing
to the fallIng of tb waters of Lake Huron.
the people of Collingwood bave been placed
at a very manifest dIsadvantage. A largetown of Some 6,000 people Is there. The
people bave considerable enterprise and pub-
lie spIr1t and It bas been a most unfortun-
ate t1ling for that town that by the reeeding
of the waters the harbour which, at one
time, had a good average depth eo water.
Is now limited te some twelve orthirteen feetand utterly unnavigable by the large ton-
nage which now salis on the npper lakes. 
do not wlsh to be understood as represent-
Ing a selfish Interest at al. WhIle at thetown of MIdland we have unlimited depthof wate, and although we are a rIsIng town,
we should be very loath to in anygway en-
deavour to damage the Intereatsn aColyIng-
wood by Pursuing a dog-nthemanger
policy and forcing the trade f the
upper lakes to centre at Midland, whichit Inevitably would be, were itwnt
the policy of the Government tenoe te
the assistance of the town et Colngweod.
Hon. gentlemen on the thier sndegothe
House when ln Opposition, were aoways
very quiek to condemn appropations for
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