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tracts has rested with~the~Minister hhnself; Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) Is th(
but the Major-General reconmends that a headquarters or scattered t
different system should be adopted, and thalt Dominion ?
ail contracts should be awarded under the
supervision of a connnittee of staff officers. Mr. PATTERSON (Huron).,
Parliament has paid $10 a day for the services tered over the Dominion.
of men to inspect militia clothing who possess-
ed very little knowledge as to the standard of Mr. BERGIN. In regard to
such clothing. Doeà the Minister intend to of the Governnent to rerove
adopt that part of the General's Report re- Major at Toronto, of course 1
commending a change iii the mode of purchas- be performed by the officer o
ing supplies ? school there, but in the Montrestippies ?ili'

e reduction at
roughout the

It is scat-

the intention
the Brigade-

his duties can
f the military
'al distriet tho

Mr. PATTERSON (Huron). I do.
Mr. LISTER. The GeneraFs recommenda- Mr. HUGHES. I notice, in te Audiitor-

tion is this: General's Report, that large suns of money
are paid out every year for salaries of civil

The system uuder wlieh clothimg, ars, equipmuîent employees engaged in repairing certain works
anmilitary stores ar now p>rocured and issued to the in connection with fortifications. Would itiitia, appear.s to me pn> to vry serious objectios. not' be possible to have the work done, es-

Thie responsbl.ilitv for purcha-sig >tores, miakmi, .
ct pecially that of repairing fortifications, by

as w.ll as for their custo'lv and finali i is al ed the men of the permanent corps ? If thie
in o le ottice, regardless of the conflict of opposing men were on active service, the work would
iiiterests, affected by the wrformiaiice of duties of necessarily be done by then and not be given
suclh widey differenit harater. It would seem more to outside men. I have seen, as I have vis-
in accordance with bu'siness priibles to vest the re*- ited different places from time to time, that
Ponility foir purchase and contracts m the fiancial civil employees are engaged doing work that
or cl branch of te deartnn imen in the service how to er-nlitarv execute the duts of custody, msectioti vi
and ise This woud he or es se te a t form. I think tis is a matter worthy of

o)f stores (exclusive of obsolete and ciidemed articles) consideration.
in 1session of the departmnot amouints to little more
than an "* epense store .calculted to nieet the current M PATTERSON (Huron). The sugges-
reqirements of the militia, but not providing for any tion is a valuable one, and I will keep it in
n-serve. mind.
Then the Minister, we understan.d, intends
to follow the recommendation of the Gen-
eral, as I have read.

Mr. PATTERSON (Huron). Yes.
Mi. LISTER. Imnediately?
Mr. PATTERSON (Huron). Yes; when

the contracts have expired.
Mr-. DENISON. Froni the statement

made by the Minister, it appears that he pro-
poses to. do away with the Brigade-Major
at Toronto, and, I suppose, the Adjutant-
General there will do his work. I would
suggest that a further saving might be ef-
fected by abolishing the Brigade-Major in
Montreal and appointing a deputy Adjutant-
General, who should be able to speak both
English and French. The work there can-
not be so difficult as in the Toronto district,
which is the largest tu the Dominion.

Salaries and wages of Civil Em-
po>yvees...... ..... ......... $50,00

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) Will the hon. Min-
ister explain the decrease of $5,825 ?

Mr. PATTERSON (Huron). This decrease
is secured by abollshing the services of a
number of civil employees, in accordance
with the recommendation of the Major-Gen-
eral, who considers that this can be done
without interfering wlth the efficiency of the
service. The Major-General has made a
tour of inspection throughout the country,
and It is on his recommendation that this re-
duction is- made.

Mr. LISTER. The Minister has not yet
given any explanation of ti reduction in
the item for salaries and vages of civil em-
ployees. Perhaps he will explaiini inwhat
class the reduction has taken place.

Mr. PATTERSON (Huron). It is pro-
posed to reduce the expenses connected
with military stores ail over the country,
by dismissing a certain number of men, in ac-
cordance with the suggestion of the General.

Mr. McMULLE.'
*men been engaged at

What work have tiese

Mir. PATTERSON (Huron). They are care-
takers, labourers and others iu connection
with the care of the stores ln the various
military districts.

Mr. LISTER. How are the stores to be
taken care of, if the caretakers are dis-
charged ?

Mr. PATTERSON (Huron). If we accept
one branch of the Major-General's Report, we
must accept the other portions, and throw the
responsibility on the Major-General.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) Is it proposed to
reduce the salaries of the present employees,
or to dispense with their services ?

Mr. PATTERSON (Huron). I arn dispens-
ing with the services of superfluous men.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.I.) What ls the num-
ber of the men whose services will be dis-
pensed with ?
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