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= CITIZENSHIP

An address by The Honourable Colin Gibson,
Secretary of State, to the Kitchener-l-laterloo

To=day I have teken "Citizenship" as the subject
of my remarks, and I should at once .eaplain that I have not
done so through ~anÿ belief, that your members : are not. good
cit izens .

-On the contrary, the very fact that you are here,
as Rotarians, is a guarantee of your qualifications as good
citizens, and of your interest in citizenship :. . . ., ; .
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For many years most of ius-who reside in Canada have
considered ourselves as Canadian_s, although we dimly realized
that internationally-we were- regarded as British Subject s
domiciled in Canada,'.

As is well known,'Canadats contribution in the
First World War, earned for us the' status of nationhood,
which was recognized by our being called upon to•sign the
Treaty' of Versailles ; and this status as an autonomous
nation was confirmed by the Statute-of Westminster in 1931 .

But our status as indioiduals-,r•ras not so clearly
defined', and at Internatiônal ConfereTi&és our!delegates were
referred to, not as Canadians, but as' Canadian British
Subjects .

anadian Nationals Act, a person could discover how to becom e

In order."to distinguish Canadians from other
British Subjects,'we passed a Canadian Nationa]s tict in 1921,
but this,rather'complicated the issue .by defining a Canadian
National as "a-British Subject who is a Canadian Citizen, -
within the meaning : of the Immigration ActV .

In addition, we had a Naturalization Act by which
,aforeigner could become a British Subject, so that by study-
jing the 2r'aturalization Act, the Immigration Act and th e
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es and uneertainties of the past, and made .cledr our
ieht to be : officially recognized as Canadians .
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ePrived of their citizenship unless they themselves take
ePinite steps to acquire other nationality .

Those who are naturalized here become citizens and
etain their citizenship so long as they remain here . Should
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~orce on the lst January, 1947, clearéd up ~ many ofthe dif~
iculti

Our new Canadian Citizenshi Act which c i t


