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WEEUS EVENTS:IN REVIEW 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS. DEBATE  :  The Prime  • Mini s- 
• ter, Mr.. Louis S. St.  Laurent, and the Secre- 
• tary of State  .for  External..Affairs, Mr. L. B. • 
Pearson, made policy statements. at the outset 

•of the. annual. Parliamentary- debate  on  external 
affairs which opened in • the Héuse. of Commons 
on March .25. 

IvIr.. St.. Laurent's sta•tement• concerning • 
mainly the Government of China summed. up Can- 

• adian policy• in• these. words; "The policy of 
the Canadian Government at the' present time is 
to • keep• an open• mind as to whether or not at 
any ,  time, under any conditions which may de-
velop. in the future,. there• should bet recogni-
tion of the Gbveinment which at that time .wili 
exist as a matter of fact in China." 

Mr. Pearson touched ,  on the Berlin. Confer-
ence, E..D. C. , the coming Geneva• Conference, 
atomic • con.trol and NAbO. bût dealt most‘ ex- 

• tensi.vely• with [kiited. States defence strategy. • 
'He  • said that• within the .last few• weeks ^some 
• very important and reassuring clarifications 
had.  been  made in Washington.. . . . I lcnow. that 
personally I feel- bétter• after-having heard 
some of these statements." 	 • 

Spokesmen..for the.opposition parties in the 
House of Commons followed immediately, -Mr. 
J.G. Diefenbaker. for the•Official Opposition, 
the Progressive. Conservatives, Mr.  M.J. Cold-

. well, Leader. of the- C.C.F. Party and Mr. Solon 
E.-Low, Leader. o.f the'-Social Credit Party, and 

. the debate continued, witW the Progressive  - 
Conservative Leader, Mr. • George. A. Drew, speak- . 
ing on March 26. • 

' The. Prime Minister ,  said, in part: 
• "Under. Present conditions I do not see• any 

. reason why wet should. ,considert diplomatic. rec.' 
•ognition of-.China. But those• conditions may 
change. and I think it would• be• most unfo rtu-
ate , . , 	to• iie ourselved. dovm. by. declare- 

.. tions and. commitments that. would make it  im-
possible' fir us at ony time  to come; to the 
conclusion that event-the diplomatic ,  recogni-
tion of China wouldrnot be• helpful to peace 

• and. security in the world. 
• "Wet are not in that position- at the present 

• time, • and% when I said. there' was. no • considera-
tion being given• byi.the Government to that 
kind of recognition at this time I did not 
mean, as I saw suggested. in at• least one news-
paper, that. it was just something that had not 
yet come officially; béfore the Cabinet as a 
-Cabinet. I meant that I  was  flot'  thinking of it 
and I did ,, no t. know of  any  of my colleagues who 
were thinking. in terms' of diploinatic recogni-
tion' of China under. present conditions. Bin I 
felt that none of us were thinking in terms' 
that• would make it ,impossible for us to make 

-the  right kind of a decision when, under 
changed.. circumstances, a decision had to be 
made. . 

• "Oe' course, that decision would have to be 
'made  in ,  such a .manner• as would , not involve 
• flouting the opinion of our allies. We ,  have 
•many allies  in • the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization- and we have. others• whom we can, I 
think, regard as allies, in • the United. Nations. 
It. would ,  be something of world' concern. I 
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